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Introduction to the Third Tractatus of 
Bonatti's Liber Astronomiae 
by Robert Hand 


In this booklet we have the entire Tractatus II of Bonatti's Liber 
Astronomiae. Since there are ten tractatuses' in all, the reader might be 
led to believe that we are almost a third of the way through Bonatti's 
work. However this is not quite the case. The microfilm printout from 
which this translation has been made fills six standard size notebooks. 
We have not quite reached the end of the first one. This is because the 
ten tractatuses are of very different lengths. Tractatus IV is only a few 
pages, while the tractatuses on horary and electional are the equivalent 
of full length books in their own right. Thus we estimate that the 
complete Liber Astronomiae will extend to about 18 of our standard 
booklets. I am happy to report that current evidence suggests that all of 
this will be worth the effort. After this booklet, however, we may begin 
to skip around because some of the material in the other books has been 
translated (such as the /46 Considerations before Judgment from 
Tractatus V). We feel that, although we do plan to do the entire work, 
it would be most useful to do the portions for which there are no 
existing translations first. 

Tractatus III is entirely about the planets just as the previous two 
tractatuses were about the signs and the houses. In this section there are 
detailed descriptions of almost every attribute of the planets derived 
from Bonatti's knowledge of the Arabic sources. The first section is 
about basic planetary meanings and attributions, whereas the second 
section is about the various kinds of accidental dignity that the planets 
can have by themselves and in connection with each other. 

With this tractatus we reach the end of the basic, preparatory 
material of the Liber Astronomiae. From here on Bonatti assumes that 
the reader has a basic knowledge of planetary meaning. I think that we 
can say that Bonatti has a much more detailed idea of what constitutes 
basic knowledge than any modern text of which I am aware. Any 
astrologer who completely digests Bonatti's lists of correspondences will 
be an exceedingly accomplished astrologer indeed (making allowances 


' For the more pedantic readers | wish to point out that the Latin word 
tractatus is a fourth declension noun and its proper Latin plural would be 
tractatiis rather than tractati. The proper plural is not printable in English, 
therefore I have used the English form ‘tractatuses’. 


of course for correspondences that do not apply in the modern world). 


Aspects, Applications and Separations with Special Reference to 
the Verb Iungo. 


Bonatti uses the Arabic system of aspects, which was standard in the 
West up until the 17th Century when Kepler introduced the first of what 
we now call the minor aspects, the semi-square, sesquiquadrate, 
quincunx, semi-sextile, quintile and biquintile. Up until then there were 
only the standard so-called Ptolemaic aspects. I say “so-called” because 
the ancient aspects, the opposition, trine, square, and sextile (with the 
conjunction treated somewhat as an aspect but not technically an aspect) 
were not in any way Ptolemy's. These were the standard aspects used 
throughout the Hellenistic tradition and were certainly part of the 
methodological tool kit of the Hellenistic Egyptians. 

Later another distinction between the Arabic and modern system of 
aspects arose. The Greeks did not have any system of orbs as we 
understand them; however the Arabs did. But up through the 17th and 
18th centuries even into the 20th century, orbs of aspect were 
determined according to the planets, not according to the aspect. If the 
Sun had an orb of 15° degrees for the conjunction, it would have that 
orb for all of the aspects as well. Similarly the Moon would have an orb 
of 12°. As with modern astrology, Medieval astrological practice 
assigned different orbs according to different authorities. The following 
table gives orbs from a 17th century source and two 19th century 
sources plus Bonatti. 


Ashmand Bonatti 


Saturn 


Jupiter ge 


Mars 8° 


Sun 
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Except for Partridge’s 1° orb for the Moon, a completely nontraditional 
value, all of the values fall into a similar range. While there are some 
modern astrologers who still follow this practice, it is more common for 
modern astrologers to assign orbs to the aspects rather than to the 
planets, although the Sun and Moon are typically given larger orbs for 
a given aspect. The change from the “orbs of planets” to “orbs of 
aspects” seems to have been made by Alan Leo in the early 20th 
Century as a means of accommodating the minor aspects, which do 
represent a real problem if one were to use the rather large planetary 
orbs of traditional practice. The aspect orbs would overlap, causing 
many angular separations to be assignable to two different aspects, and 
making it very unlikely that two planets would not be in some kind of 
aspectual relation. 

Another difference between modern and medieval practice, which 
is perfectly familiar to those who are aware of the methods of William 
Lilly and those of the other 17th Century English, is that the value of 
the orb as given in degrees is not a radius but a diameter, i.e., the Sun's 
value of 15° degrees represents 7°30' to either side of the exact aspect. 
Two planets are said to enter an aspect when they are separated by a 
distance amounting to the sum of their respective orbs divided by two, 
the well-known “moiety” of the orbs. Such a contact between two 
planets indicates a minimal interaction between them, and a more 
powerful interaction does not take place until there is considerable 
overlap between the orbs. The aspect reaches maximum intensity when 
the smaller planetary orb is completely within the larger one. In fact I 
suspect that one could create quite a convincing method of measuring 
orb intensity by measuring the percentage of the smaller orb circle that 
is enclosed within the larger one. 

A feature of traditional aspect methodology well-known to horary 
astrologers but not widely employed by natal astrologers has to do with 
applying and separating aspects. It is a convention of horary astrology 
to consider aspects as important only when they are applying. 
Separating aspects are considered to relate to conditions that are past 
and they have little value. Thus, although the orb of light of a planet 
consists of a circle centered upon the body of a planet or upon the 
degree of its aspect position, and therefore the orb extends to both sides 
of the planet or aspect point, the only thing of interest is that part of the 
orb which is involved in an application. 

Bonatti holds to the same doctrine. What is more interesting, he 
gives no indication that he works any differently with natal charts. It 
appears that separating aspects in a natai chart have no value! (It may 
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very well be that we will find a more explicit doctrine of the effects of 
separating aspects in Tractatus IX which is about nativities.) This is 
definitely not in accordance with either modem astrological opinion or 
experience in natal astrology, but it appears to have been the standard 
doctrine in traditional Arabic and Latin astrology. This is something that 
must be explored and, if possible, accounted for. Are we correct in our 
modern practice and the medieval astrologers incorrect, or vice versa? 
Or perhaps, as often seems to be the case, the modern and medieval 
experiences relate to matters that are quite different. We do not know 
the answer to this, but it is something we must determine. 


Iungo — There are two Latin verbs that Bonatti uses extensively, iungo, 
and coniungo. Iungo simply means ‘to join’ and coniungo ‘to join 
together’, as is reflected in our word ‘conjunction’ derived from 
coniungo. The second word is very straightforward and means exactly 
what it seems to mean. But iungo is much more interesting. While it 
does mean ‘to join’, it is only used when an aspect is applying, and not 
only when it is applying, but when the application is to the very next 
aspect that the two planets involved will form in the signs they are 
currently in. If either planet makes any aspect or conjunction with 
another planet, or either planet changes sign before the aspect is 
completed, the “joining” is considered to be invalid. This means that 
only those aspects are valid that are 1) within orbs, 2) applying and 3) 
that are the very next exact aspect that both of the planets are going to 
form within the signs they are in. This very much reduces the range of 
valid aspects within a chart. So the apparently large orbs of medieval 
astrology actually create a rather small number of valid aspects. 

The verb iungo as used by Bonatti is tantamount to ‘apply’ and I 
suppose that it could be translated as such; but I have chosen to 
translate it literally as ‘to join’ because ‘to apply’ would miss the point. 
If a joining is valid, then the aspect is not so much forming, as we 
would have it, as it has already formed and is merely increasing in 
intensity. Because Bonatti's notion of joining is so different from our 
notion of application it seems to be in appropriate to translate iungo as 
‘to apply’. One further note: the verb is usually in the passive voice as 
in ‘is being joined’. The verb ‘apply’ in modern usage is usually used 
in the active voice as something a planet does. ‘Joining’ seems to be 
seen as something that is done to the planet which makes the 
application. 

Students of horary astrology will be very interested in Bonatti's 
descriptions of the terminology of joining and the various ways that a 


potential joining can be blocked or at least postponed. These are 
described in great detail in Part II of this tractatus and the reader will 
be best served by reading the complete translations. However, I believe 
that it might be useful here to give a brief list of these conditions and 
to discuss some of the basic concepts that relate to joinings. 


I. Basic Terms of Aspect Formation 


Seeking Conjunction — When the orbs of light of two planets first 
touch each other, the swifter moving planet A which is applying to the 
slower planet B (the ‘ponderous’ planet in the text) is said to “seek” the 
conjunction or aspect of the slower planet B. This is the earliest 
possible beginning of a planet's being joined to another planet. 


Separation — In Bonatti, at least, separation begins as soon as the 
aspect is beyond exactitude by 1 minute of arc. Older literature would 
suggest that the two planets do not separate until they are in different 

legrees; please note, this does not mean a 1 degree difference of arc, 
but rather that the planets are in degrees in their respective signs with 
a different number. 


Releasing a Planet after Itself — When any planet A is being joined 
with another planet B, no other planet C further away by orb can be 
joined to it until the first planet A has passed beyond the exact aspect. 
of B. As the first planet A passes beyond the aspect, i.e., separates, it 
is said to release that second planet B after itself. When this has 
happened, another planet C can be joined to B. 


Perfection —- If a joining happens with no interference from another 
planet, and neither of the planets involved in the joining changes sign, 
then the aspect is completed or perfected. This signifies that a chain of 
events will come to fruition. After perfection separation begins. 


II. Different Kinds of Joining. 


Transfer of Nature — This is what modern astrology knows as the 
Translation of Light, in which a fast moving planet A makes an aspect 
to a slower planet B which is out of orb with another slower moving 
planet C. A carries B's nature to C by first being joined to B and then 
to C. 


Return of Light — This is a more complex version of the preceding. In 
this case a swift planet A has been joined with a slower planet B and 
has separated from it. Then it moves on to two planets C and D which 
simultaneously are being joined with E. A transfers light or nature from 
B to C and D, which in turn transfer it to E. E in turn returns B's light 
to all positions which E aspects. 


Donation of Virtue or Reception — This occurs when a planet A is 
being joined to B and B is one of the lords of A by either domicile or 
exaltation. If B is lord of A by triplicity, bound or face, then it must be 
lord of A by two of these minor dignities, namely, by triplicity and 
bound, triplicity and face, or by bound and face. If B meets either of 
the above conditions, then B confers whatever its condition may be 
upon A. It is said to receive A. What has never been completely clear 
before in other works, however, is that if B is seriously debilitated, then 
it will confer the debility upon Planet A. A reception does not merely 
transmit dignity. 


Ill. Different Types of the Blocking of the Joining of Planets. 


Void in Course — This is a somewhat better translation of the Latin 
vacuus cursu than the more customary ‘void of course’, but it means 
exactly the same thing. The Moon or a planet is void in course when 
there will be no joinings before that planet or Moon leaves the sign. 
There are those who have interpreted Lilly as saying that the Moon is 
not void if it is within orb of a planet in the next sign. In Bonatti, at 
least, orbs of light do not extend over sign boundaries; therefore this is 
not a valid concept. 


Feral or Rustic — This is a condition which usually only happens with 
the Moon. A feral planet is one that is not joined to any other planet 
during its entire transit of a sign. 


Return of Light and Its Abscission or Abscission of Light (Type 1) — 
Here A is being joined to B, but C comes in and perfects its joining to 
B before A can do so. The light that A was sending to B is cut off from 
B and returned to A by C. C gives its light to B instead of A. 


The Abscission of Light (Type II) — This is a second instance of a 


blocking of joining with ‘abscission’ in the name. Here A is being 
joined to B. Planet C or its ray is in the next sign. Before A can be 
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joined to B, C goes retrograde and crosses back over the sign boundary 
and is joined to B. 


Prohibition of Conjunction — Planet A seeks to be joined bodily (i.e. 
by conjunction rather than aspect) with Planet C but Planet B is in the 
way. Planet B first is joined bodily with C. After Planet B has passed 
beyond C and released C after itself, then A can be joined bodily with 
C. However, if B were being joined to C by aspect rather than bodily 
conjunction, then A would prohibit the joining of B to C because bodily 
conjunctions have more power in joinings than aspectual conjunctions. 


The Return of Virtue — A is being joined to B. But B is combust or 
retrograde. If both A and B are not cadent, then B will give back the 
virtue which planet A has given it and A will benefit. However if planet 
A is cadent, then it cannot take back the virtue and A is harmed. 


Refranation — A is being joined to B, but before A can perfect its 
joining it goes retrograde. The joining is blocked and the aspect is not 
perfected. 


Contrariety — A is being joined to B. C has already been joined to B 
and is separated from it. However, B goes retrograde and is joined to 
B before A can do so and then goes on to be joined with A. 


Frustration — In some later writers frustration is a general term for all 
of these conditions which block joining. However in Bonatti it is a more 
specific term. A seeks joining with B, but before A can be joined with 
planet B, planet B changes signs and is joined to planet C whose body 
or rays were in the early degrees of the next sign. 


Final Note 


Readers who are familiar with the first two booklets of these Bonatti 
translations may have noticed that this translation has been done by 
Robert Hand rather than Robert Zoller. Robert Zoller has (at least for 
the present) left the Project. There were other projects that he wished 
to pursue that he could not follow up on while turning out translations 
for Project Hindsight. We would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Robert Zoiler for his contributions to the Project and to wish him luck 
in his new endeavors. It is quite likely that without his trail-blazing 
work in traditional astrology Project Hindsight might not have been 
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possible. 


Vili 


The Third Tractatus Begins. 

Concerning the Natures of the Seven Planets, What Is 
Proper to Them, and What Each Signifies about Any 
Matter Whatever According to its Own Condition, 
and According to Their Own Natures, and What They 
Impress upon Inferiors According to the Diversity of 
the Qualities of Their Own Motions. 


Concerning Saturn and What He Signifies. 
Chapter I 


After one has come to the completion of that which was intended 
concerning the circle of the signs, its division, and its accidents, there 
must follow mention of the seven planets, and the describing of their 
natures, their significations, and the impressions which they make upon 
inferiors. And first [it must be] of Saturn. 

Alchabitius said that Saturn is a masculine planet, diurnal, and that 
he produces cold and distemperate dryness. And he is the significator 
of fathers, grandfathers and all ancestors who are signified by the fourth 
house; but this is an accidental signification rather than one according 
to nature, for Saturn itself signifies the person or body of the native.' 
Therefore [it signifies] that the first thing that happens to a human being 
is the individuality? through which existence is granted to a human 
being. 

Saturn is in the first circle of the planets, and is the first planet in 
the order of these, and the one which all of the others follow; and he is 
also the first planet which engages in its own working upon the one 
who has been conceived after the fall of seed into the womb, binding 
together and assembling that matter from which is formed the one who 
has been conceived.’ For the operations of the fixed stars, which are the 
principal agents, are not experienced manifestly in these matters as 


' In one of the several schema relating the planets and the houses the 
houses are related to the planets according to the Chaldean order, starting with 
Saturn as the cosignificator of the first house, Jupiter of the second and so forth. 

* persona. 

3 Saturn rules the first month after conception. The rest of the planets 
follow in order according to the Chaldean order, », 4, 0”, O, 9, 8, D, beginning 
over again with Saturn at the eighth month. 


much as the operations of the planets, which are the secondary agents. 

Alchabitius and others who have said that Saturn is the significator 
of parents, old, and heavy things consider its slow and heavy motion, 
and its weight, and because of this they have placed him as the 
significator of ancient forbears, and old and heavy things, not without 
suitable cause. 

Whereas if Saturn is the significator of some nativity and is itself 
oriental and the nativity is diurnal, the native will not easily attain to the 
completion of his own natural life; nevertheless he will be able to reach 
as far as the beginning of old age which is from the 60th year unless 
something else against nature impedes, as we see the greatest part of 
mankind dies before the proper time such as by the sword, fire, 
accident, the fall of a building, drowning, and many other causes which 
are not according to the consideration of nature nor according to its 
intention, as has been stated above. If Saturn is oriental and the nativity 
is nocturnal, he signifies that the life of the native will be to the end of 
old age, unless the aforesaid impedes, as I have said. [More] will be 
said about these things below in the treatise on nativities.' 

And Saturn speaks of all of that signifies the oppression of cold and 
distemperate dryness. Of the humors he signifies melancholy; and of the 
complexions of bodies he signifies the melancholic type; and probably 
that melancholia will be with an admixture of phlegm, and with a 
weight and heaviness of the native's body such that the native will not 
be light of step, nor lightly leaping, nor will he learn swimming or 
similar things which show lightness of body; and the native will be fetid 
and of evil odor, and if he is, it is of the odor of a goat. Saturn makes 
men who eat much. And if the Saturnine native were to begin to esteem 
someone (which happens rarely), he will esteem with true love. And if 
he were to begin to hate someone (which happens often), he will hate 
with extreme hatred and it is with difficulty that he will desist from that 
hatred. 

And Albuam said that if Saturn is in good condition, he signifies 
a depth of knowledge and good counsel, and of such depth that hardly 
ever will another person know how to improve it. And of magisteries 
he signifies matters which are old, laborious, serious and valuable, and 
workings concerning water or which happen near waters such as mills, 
bridges, ships and the like, and the produce of the waters, and the 


' This is a bit strange because the tradition normally holds the doctrine that 
Saturn is better in diurnal nativities than in nocturnal ones. 


cultivation of the land, to wit, of fields, plantations of trees, the building 
of houses, and especially of the houses of religious persons who wear 
black vestments if Saturn is fortunate and in good condition. If however 
he is unfortunate and in bad condition, he signifies matters which are 
old and base such as works done with a pick, the digging of vile pits 
and in stinking places, the carrying of stones and mortar with the 
shoulders to walls, especially to subterraneous walls or the walls of 
cities and those which are built next to ditches, and the preparing of 
many things from which bricks and similar things are made. For the 
most part such persons live in labor, difficulty, and poverty, and they 
eat bad and stinking foods. 

And Alchabitius said that Saturn signifies ships, to wit, vile ones 
when Saturn is in bad condition. And if he is in good condition, he 
signifies great ships and those wealthy persons who are enriched from 
navigation. And the native will be truly worthy of esteem, comely, and 
patient. And if Saturn is in bad condition, the native will be 
undistinguished, grieving, evilly mistrustful, and zealous in suspecting 
every evil, and in agitating people with whispers and evil instigations. 
And if Saturn is in good condition, he signifies old and durable things 
such as inheritances which come from another, and especially from the 
dead, and lands which are acquired by the native through lawful rather 
than unlawful means. If however Saturn is in bad condition, he signifies 
that the native is accustomed to putrid and filthy waters which have 
stood for a very long time in one place such as in fishponds and the 
like, and waters of bad flavor and changeable in nature;' nor is he loath 
to drink them, and he will willingly dwell in swamps or near them; he 
will eat rotten fish and meats, and he does not seem to understand that 
he is harmed from this. 

And of infirmities [Saturn] signifies epilepsy or the falling sickness; 
Saturn signifies phlegmatic and melancholic illnesses, and illnesses of 
a harsh, cold, earthy, and firm nature; and he signifies for the most part 
illnesses which are not cured such as leprosy, white morphew, deep, 
hollow, and hard fistulas, and illnesses in the places of nerves and other 
similar illnesses. And it signifies that those diseases will happen to the 
native when Saturn is the significator and is in such a condition. And 
in questions of illnesses, he signifies for the most part illnesses of such 
a kind. 


' aquis mali saporis et convertibilibus. .. We have no idea what kind of 
changeable nature is referred to in the text. 


And Saturn signifies long and laborious wanderings, and this will 
happen with difficulty when Saturn is itself in bad condition (if Saturn 
is the significator of journeying); moreover the journey is laborious, 
harsh, and almost intolerable; and he signifies long and harsh 
imprisonments. And he signifies that the native will take in safekeeping 
the pledges of those who pledge themselves mutually; but the native 
will not care very much to settle debts among these persons.’ And 
Saturn signifies heaviness of the body, slowness, and labor, afflictions 
of the mind, and evil cogitations, the property of the dead which 
remains after them; he signifies fathers, grandfathers, and brothers who 
have lived longer than the native, slaves, eunuchs, and base persons. 
And if Saturn should be the only significator of any nativity such that 
he does not unite himself with another, it will be the natural office of 
the native to work with leather skins and to make things out of them. 


About the Complexion of Saturn with Jupiter and Other Planets 


If Jupiter is joined’ to Saturn, it signifies working with papers on which 
are written the books of churches and divine words and words which 
treat of divinity, and on which are written words about higher and 
celestial things such as the judgments of the stars both theoretical and 
practical, judgments of all subtle arts, judgments of the law and the like. 

And if Mars is joined to him, it signifies the working of leather 
from which soles of shoes are made. 

And if the Sun is joined to him, it signifies hides which are taken 
at one time and assembled by sewing, such as garments, shoes and the 
like. 

And if Venus is joined to him, it signifies working with hides from 
which are made drums, cymbals and all instruments which make the 
sound of an amusement, or of a game, or the like. 

And if Mercury is joined to him, it signifies the working of skins, 
namely, parchments upon which are written writings which are made for 
perpetual memory such as wills, instruments of purchases and sales, and 


! Et habet significare quod accipiet pignora pignorantium se invicem in 
custodia, sed non curabit multum componere inter ipsos. This passage is frankly 
quite obscure to me. But it does seem to be some kind of reference to pledging 
or pawning goods as the basis of loans. the verb compono is connected to the 
settlement of debts or the payment of fines. 

? See the discussion of iungo in the Introduction. 


the similar things, and documents upon which are written the causes of 
expenses which are made in the courts of great men, and of wealthy 
men, and of others who wish to have records of their expenses, and on 
which are written matters which concern merchants, money-changers 
and the like. 

And if the Moon is joined to him, it signifies the working or the 
preparation of hides of dead, wild, and also domestic animals, and 
things similar to these. Wherefore if a native wishes to perform the 
working of skins, judge for him according to what you see concerning 
the complexion of Saturn with some one of the planets, and, according 
to that method [signified by the complexion of Saturn], he will be 
involved with the working of hides. 


And of religious sects Saturn signifies the Jewish faith following the 
Old Testament, and every sect which acknowledges oneness.' And if 
Saturn should be in bad condition, it signifies faith in oneness with 
much hesitation and doubt. 

Messahalla, who was one of the most skilled astrologers and very 
expert in this science, said that Saturn signifies the Jewish faith because 
it is itself [one] of the older [faiths] and no positive law is found older 
than it, and all other laws and all sects acknowledge this, and this faith 
itself acknowledges no other law; nor does Saturn acknowledge any sect 
in as much as all other planets apply to Saturn, and Saturn itself applies 
to no other planet. 

Saturn signifies black clothes, and those who are naturally 
accustomed to black clothes such as religious persons, monks, as well 
as others. Among metals he signifies iron and lead.” 

And Albubetri® said that he signifies the interior of the ear, the 
spleen, and stomach. And of the colors Saturn possesses black, and of 
the tastes the astringent and acid, of the days [of the week] Saturday, 
and of the nights that [night] which precedes Wednesday. And the 


' Presumably the oneness of God. 

? ferrum plumbum. iron is usually given to Mars. We are not certain that 
this phrase actually means refers to iron and lead as separate metals. It is 
possible, and would be more consistent with tradition, that ferrum here is used 
in a generic sense to mean ‘metal’, but we can find no explicit references to 
support this interpretation. Also we must recall that pure iron is usually covered 
with black oxide, the color of Saturn, hence the term ‘blacksmith’. 

> As of this time we have no idea who Albubetri was. 


quantity of his orb [of light]' is nine degrees. The years of his firdar are 
11,? but his greatest years 464, his greater years 57, middle years 43 
and a half,’ his lesser years 30. And the greater years of Saturn are said 
to be 57 because these years are considered according to the quantity 
of degrees of the bounds which befall him as his bounds from the 12 
signs. But the middle years are said to be 43 and a half because these 
degrees are considered according his greater years brought together with 
the lesser years which are 87 years [as a sum], the half of which is 43 
and a half. But the lesser years are considered from his slow progress 
because Saturn completes that progress in 30 years and from this 
Saturn's lesser years have derived their number, namely, 30; his strength 
in the zones of the circle is in the northern parts. 

And Messahalla said that of the forms* of mankind Saturn signifies 
a human being between black and yellow who, heavy as he walks 
about, lowers his eyes onto the earth;’ when he walks he joins his feet 
together and keeps them crooked, having small eyes, dry skin; [he is] 
nervous, having a sparse beard on his jaws, thick lips, clever, ingenious, 
a seducer, a murderer, and especially in secret. 

And Dorotheus said that Saturn signifies a man very hairy’ in body 
with his eyebrows joined. 

Of the parts Saturn has the Part of Stability and Fortitude.* And 
Saturn signifies matters having to do with lands and inheritances, and 
those who preside over works, boldness, labor, ingenuity, and matters 


" Aspect orb. 

> The text actually gives 12 years here, but this is clearly a typographical 
error as elsewhere in Bonatti the correct value of 11 years is used. 

3 That is 43.5 years. 

* figura. This is the word used in all of the parallel passages concerning 
the effects of the planets on human forms. However, elsewhere Bonatti uses 
both forma and figura in similar contexts. It is not at all clear that he intends 
anything different than we would referring to someone's form and figure. 
However in these passages Bonatti uses figure where we would use form. 

4 mergit oculos suos in terra. . . 

© This suggests a kind of shuffling motion. 

7 But see the previous paragraph! 

® This is probably the Part of Saturn alluded to in Tractatus VIII (currently 
available in translation as part of Robert Zoller's book, The Arabic Parts in 
Astrology, Inner Traditions Ltd). The formula is as follows: 

Day Part = Asc. + @ - 

Night Part = Asc. + h-@® 


having to do with death. 

And Adila said that Saturn gives a man a swarthy appearance,’ 
growing’ sparse hairs in his beard, foul, very often working upon the 
water, heavy, slow,’ scarcely ever smiling; and those whom Saturn 
holds subject under his heels, namely, those of whom he is the 
significator, often suffer from [anal] fissures which the vulgar call 
radia; Saturn renders a man of bluish-gray color; sometimes he makes 
a subtle heart, and those who are hairy, rough and uncultured; Saturn 
commands his natives that ugly clothing, preferably black, be worn; in 
the end Saturn must do this because [his] natives always seem to be sad 
and to have an evil will. 

Wherefore if you wish to judge anything concerning someone who 
is of the nature of Saturn, either in [terms of] his nativity or in [terms 
of] a question of his, consider the things that have been said, and 
according to them you will judge. Wherefore if someone were perhaps 
to ask why Saturn has these significations and carries these impressions, 
(although this may seem rather more a natural [explanation] than an 
astrological one) then it seems possible to assign this cause: To wit, the 
motion of the eighth sphere is found to be from the east to the west, not 
according to its having an essence,” but according to its being designed 
by nature with a capacity for being moved. And this is called an 
externally caused motion, and, as has been seen by certain persons, it 
is moved by the first cause. 

But planets have to be moved from the west to the east contrary to 
the direction of the first motion or the motion of the eighth sphere. And 
they are said to have an internally derived motion, to wit, an intelli- 
gence, as has been seen by certain persons. And because of this there 
has to arise discord, contrariety, rebellion, and hostility from which 


esse. 

 faciens. 

3 Or lazy. 

* radias. We do not know exactly what this term means. No such word is 
documented either as an adjective or as a feminine noun. It appears to be 
derived from radius, ‘ray’ or ‘radius’ in English. It could refer to the 
appearance of such fissures radiating away from the anus. 

> non prout habet esse. . . The eighth sphere has no essential ability to 
move itself, but is only capable of being moved. The eighth sphere is that of 
the fixed stars. That sphere is usually considered to be moved by the ninth 
sphere which is the primum mobile. The primum mobile was either equated with 
the first cause or was itself that which was moved by the first cause. 


hatred and malice are wont to arise and to break out; and Saturn is 
nearer to that contrariety, and therefore signifies it more than other 
planets which are remote from that contrariety.’ 


Concerning Jupiter and What He Signifies. 
Chapter II 


Alchabitius said that Jupiter is a masculine, diurnal fortune; he is 
naturally the significator of substance because substance according to 
accident’ is that which comes to pass for the native after his birth and 
which first presents itself to the native as necessary;’ and thus Jupiter 
is the second planet after that planet which is first in the order of the 
planets.* And similarly Jupiter is the second planet which engages in its 
own working on one who has been conceived, namely, by allotting to 
it spirit and life. And according to his own nature he produces heat and 
humidity; [he is] airy and sanguine. And of times of life he signifies 
youth up to the completion of the time which is called youth; and it is 
from the age of 14th or from the 21st year up to the 40th or 45th year. 
And of the professions® he possesses those which pertain to the law and 
to judging justly and honestly. He is bound to look upon those 
quarreling and in strife, and is bound to put peace between them, and 
to send concord among them and always to be eager for good things. 
And he signifies the abundance of substance. And of occupations [he 
signifies] those which are performed without misleading. And he 
signifies soul, life, joy, and religion, truth and patience, and every good, 


' The image presented here is that Saturn's motion against the primum 
mobile from west to east causes the most friction precisely because it is the 
planet closest to that motion. While this kind of mechanical thinking may seem 
to be almost modern, the same kind of thinking can be found in Book I of 
Ptolemy in the opening chapters. 

2 secundum accidens. This is ‘accident’ in the original sense denoting 
external circumstances and things that happen to something, as opposed to 
essence which arises directly out of a thing. 

3 That is, substance is the first thing that is necessary for a native's survival 
after the generation of the physical body as the result of birth. The reader 
should understand that ‘substance’ refers to the entire system of support that 
one has in the world. 

# Satum. 

5 magisterium. 


beautiful, and precious precept, and whatever pertains to honesty. He 
signifies the abundance of charm. And of the infirmities he signifies any 
illness which is from the increase of blood according to a mode of 
increase which is not excessive so that it does not exterminate nature 
nor [does it exterminate nature] from blood which is enflamed or 
changeable. And he is the planet of wisdom, intellect, and of good 
practice. 

Wherefore if Jupiter is well disposed, and is oriental, and in an 
angle, the native will be of a good quality, benign, and just. He will 
honor the elderly, and he will be a sane advisor, a helper of the 
indigent, of good reputation; he esteems his friends; he will be of good 
intellect. 

And if Jupiter should be rendered unfortunate, according to the 
testimony of Ptolemy, he will be ignorant of doing good, turned toward 
diabolical workings; he will be zealous according to a kind of 
hypocrisy;' he will dwell in places of prayers and he will gladly abide 
in a solitary manner in crypts, cavernous places and grottos; and in this 
case he will predict the future. He does not love anyone, to wit, he will 
have no friends; he will shun his children, because he will avoid having 
dealings with men, nor will he desire to be honored by anyone; he will 
lack faith; no one will be able to consider concerning him; he will also 
be evil, weak, foolish, laboring under hardship, and depraved in his 
choices. 


Concerning Jupiter's Complexion with Saturn and the Other Planets 


If Jupiter is joined to Saturn, it signifies the science of nigromancy, 
magical art, incantations, exorcisms, and the like. 

If however Mars is joined with him, it signifies the science of 
medicine, especially surgery. 

But if the Sun is joined with him, it signifies the knowledge of 
sects, and prudence in contentions and disputes, and he wiil know how 
to defend the right faith, and to impugn heretics in faith and in 
knowledge, nor will he permit for himself that a false conclusion be 
made; in all matters he will be a good and well-ordered disputer, and 


' The printed text is slightly ambiguous, the Latin containing the 
abbreviation spé. This usually means spem, the accusative case of the word for 
hope. However, moving the long mark over the letter ‘p’ would make the word 
an abbreviation for speciem. We have translated the word as the latter. 


not prattling. 

And if Venus is joined to him, it signifies the composition of 
sounds and the other kinds of delightful knowledge. For the native will 
be a minstrel, one who rejoices and [is] knowledgeable about musical 
instruments. 

However if Mercury is joined to him, it signifies the knowledge of 
arithmetic and of all things which pertain to number, and the knowledge 
of writing above all other scribes if he wishes to study this, and 
philosophy, to wit, astronomy, and all other sciences of the quadrivium. 

If however the Moon is joined to him, it signifies the knowledge 
of the management of waters, and the measurements of lands, 
swimming, the produce of rivers, and-the like. And of quality of soul 
it signifies liberality, modesty and justice. And of the sects it signifies 
plurality’ and pretense; for the native of whom Jupiter is the 
significator, when the Moon is joined to Jupiter, truly pretends that he 
wishes to hold to this sect and that, and will serve neither well; 
nevertheless his intention is not evil. 


And Camcaph? and Vellius* say that Jupiter signifies the liver, the 
stomach, the left ear, the arms, and the belly from the below umbilicus 
to the lower parts of the breast; and it signifies the intestines. And of 
the colors {he signifies] the ashen color, green, those colors similar to 
these. And of the flavors he signifies the sweet flavor. And the quantity 
of his orb is nine degrees.’ Of the days he has Thursday and of the 
nights he has the one which precedes Monday. The years of his firdar 
are 12. His greatest years are 428, the greater years 79, the middle years 
45 and a half but the lesser years are twelve. His strength in the circle 
is in the west. And his greater years are said to be 79 because these are 
considered according to the quantity of the degrees of his bounds which 
befall him as his bounds from the 12 signs. But the middle years are 
said to be 45 and a half because these are considered according to the 
number which comes forth from the bringing together of his greater 
years and his lesser years which are 91 [as a sum], from which, when 


' As opposed to Saturn which signifies the Oneness. 

? We do not know who this is. 

> The Latin actually has Guellius, but this is simply the Italian manner of 
dealing with the ‘w’ sound. Therefore we are transliterating is as Vellius. This 
is a latinized form of the Arabic corruption of the name of Vettius Valens. 

* More commonly it is tweive, but of course this varies among the authors. 
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divided in half, one arrives at 45 and a half as the part. However the 
lesser years are considered according to his course in the eccentric! 
which he travels through in 12 years, thence he derives his lesser years, 
namely, 12. 

And Messahalla said that of the forms of mankind Jupiter signifies 
a pale man having eyes that are not at all black, a short, uneven nose, 
bald, having blackness in some of his teeth, of handsome stature, of 
good soul, of good manners, of handsome body. 

And Dorotheus described him having large eyes, wide pupils, and 
a curly beard. 

And of the parts he has the Part of Blessedness and Profit.? He 
signifies faith and the longing for good things. Of deeds [he signifies] 
wholeness, security, and sharing. Of regions he possesses Babylonia, 
Persian Azomus,’ Almeden,* the Alandes.> 

And the Priest® said that Jupiter makes a good and honest man to 
whom he grants that the man has a round beard, handsome eyes, two 
forward teeth larger then the rest and sometimes different to some 
extent; in face the color of this man is golden mixed together with 
pallor; he is with pleasure accustomed to being dressed in beautiful 
garments, sometimes having long and beautiful hair; in his being [he is] 
of the religious persons, and in going about he procures land.’ 


' For the outer planets the eccentric deferent in the geocentric system 
roughly corresponds to the heliocentric period. 

? This is probably the Part of Jupiter alluded to in Tractatus VIII which has 
the following formula: 

Day Part = Asc. + 4 -@® 

Night Part = Asc. + ®- 4 
@ is the Part of Spirit or Part of Future Things (Pars Futurorum) as Bonatti 
calls it. 

3 Unknown. 

“The Medians? 

5 Unknown. 

° Unknown reference. 

7 terram in eundo prospicit. Tais phrase is subject to a variety of 
interpretations but the one given seems the most plausible. 


Concerning Mars, What He Signifies. 
Chapter II 


Alchabitius said Mars is a masculine, nocturnal planet. By his fiery and 
choleric nature he produces heat and distemperate dryness; [he is] bitter 
in flavor. He is naturally the significator of brothers and of travels; and 
Mars is naturally the significator of brothers because of this, that 
brothers are the third accident that happens to the native after 
conception, to wit, after birth, and because a native loves the more 
among those who are to able to encounter him first; and so Mars is the 
third planet which is in the order of the planets, and follows Saturn 
third in their order. And likewise Mars is the third planet which engages 
in its own working on one who has been conceived by working on him 
through the blood and by reddening it. And he is the significator of 
journeys because in journeys many inconveniences, many difficulties, 
plunderings, impious sufferings, and similar things happen to those who 
travel, [all of] which are like unto those things signified by Mars. And 
of the ages of mankind Mars possesses youth, which is taken together 
from the 12th year to the 45th year such that both are included. And of 
the professions [he signifies] every profession which works by means 
of iron and fire such as the striking of iron with hammers upon an anvil 
or by other methods, and the engaging in works of bronze, and 
engaging in the work of smiths, bakers, products of furnaces, butchers, 
barbers, and the like. 


Concerning Mars' Complexion with Saturn and the Other Planets 


If Mars is joined with Saturn, it signifies only that work of smiths 
which is made from iron, especially ironworks with which the work of 
lands is done, such things as mattocks, things that move, ploughshares, 
and the like. 

However if he is joined with Jupiter, it signifies the products of 
smiths which are made with bronze’ and lead, as are products of pewter 
and the like. 

But if the Sun is joined to him, it signifies the products of those 
who make things which are made out of gold not hitherto worked upon 
such as are the Augustan coins of the Byzantine territory, gold florins, 


* Or copper. 


medallions made of bullion,' and every other work of unwrought gold. 

And if Venus is joined to him, it signifies the products of 
craftsmen’ which are made for the ornaments of women such as rings, 
necklaces, and the like. 

And if Mercury is joined to him, it signifies the products of 
craftsmen which are made of seams joined together and of the joining 
of things together which are products of the needle, and the like. 

However, if the Moon is joined to him, it signifies the products of 
craftsmen by means of which one makes the balance pans of a scale, 
large mixing bowls,’ goblets of silver and vessels with which a drink is 
measured in taverns,’ and with which one drinks in the courts of 
wealthy men, and the like. 


Concerning the Significations of Mars When He Is the Only 
Significator. 


And when he is the only significator, he signifies the work of medicine 
both of surgery and of the other part of medicine. If there is no other 
of the planets combined [with Mars], he signifies the work of medicine 
which is performed by the opening of veins such as is blood-letting, the 
opening of abscesses, the draining of wounds, and the like. 

And Alchabitius said that when Saturn is compounded? with him, 
it signifies the working of medicine with wounds and the like. 

And when Jupiter is compounded with him, it signifies the work of 
natures,° and the care’ of the eyes. 

And if Venus is compounded with him, it signifies the work of 


' bizantii termini augustani floreni aurei medalie massannicine. . . Our 
translation is a bit conjectural as to detail, the words being very specific ones 
for Medieval coins and products of gold. Many of these words are not 
documented, or at least not in this application. Massannicine which we have 
translated as ‘bullion’, is an undocumented word. 

? fabricantium. 

3 cratheres. 

4 Now we know what rules a jigger, assuming of course it is made of 
silver! 

> ‘Compounded’ is used to translate the verb complector or compiecto 
which is the verb corresponding to complexio, or ‘complexion’ 

© opus naturarum. We cannot find any more idiomatic meaning for this 
phrase at this time. 

7 curam. Possibly ‘cure’ also. 


adornment which pertains to barbers such as the cutting of hair, and 
beards, and the cutting of unguents.! 

And if Mercury is compounded with him, it signifies the cutting of 
veins. 

And when the Moon is compounded with him, it signifies the 
pulling out of teeth, the purgation of the ears, and the like. 

And if he is the significator by himself alone, he signifies miserable 
injuries, and that the native will injure those lesser [than himself], and 
[he signifies] the shedding of blood, wounds, cuts, burns, beheadings, 
contumely, thieves, taverners, daytime robbers,” proud persons, liars, 
perjurers, mockers, forgers both of money and of charters, and 
oppression by force in order to do harm to whomever one can, wrath, 
the cutting off of roads, making haste, and the leader of an army, 
immodesty, pandering,’ nor will he be bashful about any evil that he 
does; and he signifies journeys outside of one’s own native land or 
country, and an abundance of sexual intercourse. 

And if Mars is in bad condition and he is the significator, he will 
cause the miscarriage of a woman, and sometimes she will be herself 
blameable for that miscarriage. And Mars signifies middle brothers, and 
the knowledge and discernment of cures for beasts; indeed he will be 
of an archmandrite.* 


' Obviously unguents or ointments were very different in days of yore. For 
some reason the choosing of time for the cutting of unguents is a major item 
in traditional electional astrology. 

2 [atrones diurnos. The first word is ‘robbers’. The second word is the 
adjective which means ‘of or pertaining to a day’, i-e., ‘daily’ etc. The problem 
here is that it is not clear whether diurnus is an adjective or an adjective used 
as a substantive. If it is an adjective, does it modify latrones? We have 
translated it as if it did, but there is no documentation that we can find of the 
phrase as such. But the phrase does have a kind of logic to it. Robbers come 
in two basic kinds, those who confront people directly in the daylight (or night) 
such as highway robbers, and those who sneak in at night and steal from a 
house or some such. The first category is clearly a Mars type, while the second 
is more Mercurial. 

3 Ienitas. This word usually means ‘softness’, ‘smoothness’, ‘gentleness’, 
etc. all of which make no sense in the context of Mars. However, there is a 
word derived from the same root, /eno, meaning ‘pimp’ or ‘panderer’. This does 
make sense in this context. Clearly this is an idiosyncratic use of the word. 

4 archimandrica. An adjective pertaining to the archimandrite or his place 
of dwelling. This does not completely make sense in this context. There is no 
documentation of this adjectival form so we have to assume that it means 
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And of the infirmities he signifies hot fevers, namely, those which 
happen because of choler, not burns,’ and without cause, and [he 
signifies] both true madness and that which is not true madness, and 
bloody pustules, impetigo, white morphew,” adventitious reddening with 
roughness and filthiness which happens in the body in an unnatural 
manner; and [he signifies] itching, spots, illnesses which consume the 
flesh of the body such as the king's evil, cancers, and the like; and he 
signifies migraines, St. Anthony's fire, and the like. And he also 
signifies rotten meat which the native consumes and which was not well 
cooked. And he signifies tremblings, horrible* thoughts, disturbances 
which move and hinder men and render them useless. And he signifies 
whatever was with the inflammation‘ of heat. Of qualities of the soul 
he signifies agitation and disturbance of the soul. 


Concerning the Complexion of Mars with Saturn 


If Mars is joined with Saturn, it signifies hatred and the greatest envy; 
the native will be a strongly jealous person; he will be happy and 
rejoice when sees that evil, any tribulation and harm may happen to 
someone. 


And of the sects the native will delight in that sect in which there is 
discord and war, and he will cling to it gladly; quickly he will change 
from one sect to another sect, and from one faith to another;> nor will 
he be properly persevering in any one of these, unless perhaps by 
chance he should restrict his own will, and he will with speed 
experience uncertainty and change from obligation to obligation as 
certain people do who are always possessed by debts and remain 
entangled in them, nor do they know [how] to set themseives free, but 
when they avoid one, and set themselves free from another, they 
encounter [yet] another. And when they wish to satisfy one of their 
creditors, they take from another creditor, and always remain involved 
in debts and in anguish from this cause. Sometimes they make a thing. 


something to do with a cloister. 

' Or inflammations. 

? albaras. 

> Reading horribiles for horridiles. 

4 inflammatio Also brightness. 

> Despite the apparent contradiction between this passage and the one 
preceding, this is what the text says. 
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at other times they destroy that same thing; they change their own 
wills,’ and they make other wills, and never do they stay constant for 
a long time, nor do they persevere in the same proposition; these 
persons will be everything but in a state of unity. 

And Alchaiat and Albubeter’ said that of the parts of the body Mars 
possesses the skin, the gall, the kidneys, the descent of sperm, and the 
back. Of the colors he has redness, and of the flavors the bitter. And the 
quantity of his orb is 8 degrees. And of the days he has Tuesday, of the 
nights he has that which precedes Saturday. 

And the years of his firdar are seven. His greatest years are 214, 
and his greater years are 66. However, the middle years are 40 and a 
half. But his lesser years are 15. His greater years are said to be 66 
because these are considered according to the quantity of the number of 
the degrees of the bounds which befall him as his bounds from the 12 
signs. But the middle years are said to be 40 and a half because these 
are considered according to the quantity of half of the aggregate of the 
years of his greater years and his lesser years which are 81, which, 
when divided, are 40 with a half. However the lesser years are 
considered in another manner than in the aforesaid because he himself 
goes around his epicycle in 15 years approximately,’ and thence the 
years derive their [numerical] designation, namely, 15, because Mars 
does this [circling of its epicycie] in no other number of years. And his 
strength is in the parts [of the circle] near the meridian. 

And Messahalla said that of the forms’ of men Mars signifies a 
man reddish in face having red hair, a round face, easily [having] 
everything of an honorable estate in life, having yellowish eyes, horrible 
in aspect, bold, having on his foot a mark and a spot. 

And Dorotheus said that Mars signifies a man of intelligent aspect. 
And of the regions Mars has Jerusalem, and the land of the Romans 
toward the West. And of the parts he has the Part of Boldness.* And he 


| As in the phrase ‘last will and testaments’. 

? Presumably the same person as Albubetri. See page 5, note 3. 

3 In the previous instances the lesser period was said to be derived from 
the eccentric or deferent period. With Mars it is derived from the motion upon 
the epicycle. 

4 imagines. Previously Bonatti used figura in the same context. 

5 This is probably the Part of Mars from Tractatus VIII. It has the 
following formula. 


Day Part = Asc. + ® - 0" 


said that Mars signifies perseverance, a suitability of the soul to 
amorous love, heat, pride, boldness; [he signifies] denial, sharpness, and 
haste in all matters. 

And Adila said that Mars grants that a man has a crooked and 
heavy body, and he will make a man a schismatic, that is, a weed 
sewing discord among men.' The color in his face will be reddish 
mixed with black, that is, of the nature of Mars so that in this way he 
will be called brown; he has a color like those who go about in the Sun 
and heat such that he is neither black nor is he truly red, but has a 
horrid color; and sometimes he has on his face reddish granules, and 
sparse hair, and sometimes in beard [he will be} as if a eunuch. 


Concerning the Sun and What He Signifies. 
Chapter IV 


Alchabitius said that the Sun is a masculine, diurnal planet, a fortune by 
aspect, but by bodily conjunction evil;? he produces heat and dryness 
through his own nature. And the Sun is naturally the significator of 
fathers* if the nativity is diurnal. And the Sun is naturally the 
significator of fathers because of this, that the fourth house is the 
significator of fathers, and the Sun is the fourth planet from Saturn 
following Saturn in the order of the planets, namely, the third planet 
after Saturn, and also because it is the fourth planet which engages in 
its own working on one who has been cenceived, namely, by working 
on the native through natural heat, or its like, in giving spirit and 
functional organs to the one conceived, vital soul, and the lines of the 
face. And [the parenthood of father] is that matter which the native 
esteems before [all] other matters besides brothers of those matters 
which can after the nativity befall the native before children, with the 
exception of the 2 aforesaid matters.* 

The Sun signifies light, splendor, beauty, intellect, and faith. And 
he signifies also great kingship, and all other dignities of the laity. both 


Night Part = Asc. + o” - @ 

"In matters of religion presumably. 

? Bodily conjunction of a planet with the Sun is combustion 

3 Reading patrum for parrwn. 

4 The “2” other accidents aside from brothers (which are assigned by Mars) 
are the native's individual nature from Saturn and substance from Jupiter. 
Children will be assigned to the fifth house which corresponds to Venus. 


of great men as well as of others. And this is so because the Sun 
himself is placed in the middle of the other planets' as a king, and the 
others stand near him, some on one side, others on the other side, 
namely the superiors on the right, the inferiors on his left. And he 
himself has power over all of the planets because he burns them all. In 
addition his motion is almost uniform, and does not vary nor alter, but 
always maintains the same, like pace every year. And his motion is the 
most noble above the motions of the other planets, nor does he go 
retrograde as the others do. But you could say that the Moon does not 
go retrograde, which is true, but nevertheless, although she herself does 
not retrograde, yet she receives such a slowing down that it is almost 
equivalent to retrogradation.’ But you could say that the Moon eclipses 
the Sun sometimes.* To which one must say that the Moon also 
signifies kingships and magistracies. And she* naturally signifies the 


' In the Chaldean order, », 4, o”, O, 2, %, D, The Sun is positioned in the 
middle. 

? By combustion. 

3 The highly variable speed of the Moon makes its motion its motion less 
“noble” than that of the Sun. This idea can be traced back to Plato's Timaeus 
in which he states the following: 


“He then took the whole fabric and cut it down the middle into two strips, 
which he placed crosswise at their middle points to form a shape like the 
letter X; he the bent the ends round in a circle and fastened them to each 
Opposite the point at which the strips crossed, to make two circles, one 
inner and one outer. And he endowed them with uniform motion in the 
same place, and named the movement of the outer circle after the nature 
of the Same, of the inner after the nature of the Different. The circle of the 
Same he caused to revolve from left to right, and the circle of the 
Different from right to left on an axis inclined to it; and made the master 
revolution that of the Same. For he left the circle of the Same whole and 
undivided, but slit the inner circle six times to make seven unequai circles 
. . [Timaeus, chapter 6, trans. by Desmond Lee, Penguin edition, 1977, p. 
49) 


The Sun's motion being nearly uniform is mote like the motion of the Same and 
therefore more partaking of divinity. The Moon's more erratic motion is more 
like that of the Different. 

* And is therefore capable of predominating over the Sun. 

5 Just what is the subject of this sentence is not completely clear. But the 
context suggests that it is still the Moon. 
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king of the Romans who has power over the king of Babylonia of 
whose law the Sun is naturally the significator. And also the Sun has a 
certain prerogative over the Moon, to wit, because the Moon is not a 
shining nor a luminous body; on the contrary, she receives whatever 
light or shining she has from the Sun, and because of this she gives 
back less, and impedes less.' Why this should be so one does not dare 
to say lest by chance some, nay rather, many fools wearing tunics” 
should rise up against those of us who desire to use true reason, and a 
cause agreeable with truth of which they themselves are ignorant; but 
the wise men among these are not ignorant of this, nor do they find 
fault with astrologers; nay rather, they commend and esteem them; but 
the foolish among them may say that it is heresy, not knowing what 
heresy is.° 

And of the time of the life of a man the Sun signifies from the end 
of youth which is from 45th year to the 60th year. He shares with the 
universal* planets in the disposition of the years. And of magisteries he 
has the kingship and the governments of princes. And the Sun also 
signifies those have learned the throwing of lances, and to hurl javelins, 
hunting, and poisoning which is done in a method of hunting as some 
persons sometime do who poison the arrows with which they kill wild 
animals. And the Sun signifies the purging of the body with every kind 
of purging by which the bodies of human beings are purged internally 
and externally. And of infirmities the Sun signifies hot and dry illnesses 
appearing in the bodies of human beings. And of substances it signifies 
gold and especially red gold. And Alchabitius said that the Sun signifies 
universal forms of substance. And of the qualities [he signifies] loftiness 
and subtlety of soul, and those things which follow [from these], 
honesty, liberality, glory, and great breadth of mind. Of the sects he 


' This is why conjunctions of the Moon with the other planets (other than 
the Sun) do not qualify as combustion. 

? A reference to Bonatti's religious opponents. 

3 {tis not quite clear exactly what potential heresy there is the preceding, 
but it might be this. In Genesis 1:14 the Sun and the Moon are both called 
“lights.” Perhaps the more literalist of the theologians of the time felt that this 
meant that the Moon was self-luminous and that any astronomy to the contrary 
was heretical. As Bonatti himself notes, this would not have been a universal 
opinion of theologians even at that time. 


* Or general. This is probably a reference to the lords of the seven ages of 
man. 
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signifies good worship and the like. And Alchabitius said that he 
signifies a commanding voice and the strength of quickness. 


Concerning the Signification of the Sun with Saturn and Other 
Planets. 


If the Sun is joined to Saturn, it signifies the office of one who 
administers an estate and similar kinds of authority. 

And if he is joined to Jupiter, it signifies authority in faith and 
religion, and it signifies also every judgment between people which 
judges the deeds of inferiors or oppressors and the like. 

If however he is joined to Mars, it signifies the leadership of an 
army and the searching out of wars, for the native will prevail in these 
matters. 

If Venus is joined to the Sun, it signifies kingship by means of the 
assistance of the powerful, and by means of women. 

However, if Mercury is joined to him, it signifies the advisers of 
kings, and those who take care of books, and the great works of a 
[peoples'] heritage.’ 

And if the Moon is joined to him, it signifies the work of legates, 
the disclosing of counsel, and the like. 


And Vellius and Atabarus” said that the Sun signifies the form of the 
face of a man, and peculiarly the right eye of men, and the left eye of 
women. And Ben’ and Alboali said that of the parts of the body the Sun 
signifies the heart, the inmost part of the body,’ and the thighs. And of 
infirmities [he signifies] those ilinesses which happen in the mouth such 
as cankers? and other diseases which consume the flesh of the mouth, 
every injury of the mouth, and descending of water into the eye. And 
his strength and power is especially in the head. And the Indians say 
that when he is in the Ascendant, the Sun will be burning and that he 
of whom the Sun is at the time the significator will have a mark on his 


* An historian? 

? Unknown. 

3 Unknown person. 

4 medulla. Possibly also the bone marrow. 

5 canceres. This is not the usual form, cancer, cancri, which means ‘crab" 
or ‘cancer’ in the modern sense. Therefore we take it to be the word changing 
into the later meaning of ‘canker’ 
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face.! 

And of the colors the Sun has a color which emulates [other colors] 
which seems to participate with every color, and, according to some, the 
Sun signifies the color white. And of the flavors he has the sharp taste, 
and of the days he has the day of the Lord, and of the nights that which 
precedes Thursday. And the quantity of his orb is 15 degrees before and 
after. And understand this concerning every orb of the planets, namely, 
[that it is] before and after.” 

And the years of the Sun's firdar are ten. And his greatest years are 
461, and according to some, if he were to exceed those years, there 
would be a thousand years. And his greater years are 120, because they 
are considered according to the quantity of the number of degrees which 
befall him as the number of degrees of the 12 signs for his bounds, 
because, although the Sun does not have bounds assigned through the 
signs as have the 5 planets, nevertheless, he has that power in the 
aforesaid half of the circle of the signs which is from the beginning of 
Leo to the end of Capricorn which the planets have in their own 
bounds, and there are 180 [degrees]. But because there are in that half 
[of the zodiac] the 2 domiciles of the two infortunes, which are Scorpio 
and Capricorn, 60 years are taken away from him, 30 for each of those 
domiciles, and 120 [years] remain from which results the trine aspect. 
But his middle years are derived by a method other than that by which 
the others are derived. For his greater years are halved and his lesser 
years are added to one of the halves and they become 79, of which, 
after being divided into halves, one half is 39 and a half; and these are 
the middle years of the Sun.> But the lesser years are considered 
according to the number of its exaltation, as has been said above, in the 
19th degree of Aries, and that is the number of the lesser years of the 


' |. cum fuerit in ascendente erit comburens et habebit ille cuius tunc 


fuerit significator in facie signum. The ambiguity here is that signum means a 
sign of the zodiac as well as a sign, token. mark or image. 

? This comment heightens the ambiguity of Bonatti’s usage of orbs. When 
he uses the word iungo to indicate applying to an aspect or conjunction, he 
seems to be discounting separating orbs. Here he seems to affirm separating 
orbs. Of course one explanation is that the orb of a planet after its position, i.c., 
the part that has greater longitude, which would be relevant in the case of a 
retrograde application. See the Introduction for further discussion of this 
problem. 

> A more common value is 69 or 69'/2 years, which would be derived in 
the normal way by adding up the lesser and greater years and dividing by two. 
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Sun. And his strength is in the rising parts [of the circle]. 

And Messahalla said that of the forms of men the Sun signifies that 
person who has a color between yellow and black woven with redness, 
and [who is] of short stature as in certain persons who are curly-headed, 
bald, and handsome in body. And Dorotheus said that the form of the 
Sun and of the Moon is as the form of the planets which are with them 
and [as the form] of that planet which is more dignified in the place of 
the Sun and Moon. 

If therefore you wish to know the form of the Sun, know that it is 
golden-yellow having a share of redness of hair; the native's eyes are a 
little yellow. And of the regions the Sun possesses Conacant, Oracen,' 
and the land of the Romans. And of the parts he has the Part of Future 
Matters and Divination.’ And he is the significator of the natures and 
spirit of wisdom, glory, also the perfection of faith, of the sciences, and 
of joy. And Adila said that the Sun makes a man fully-fleshed, 
handsome of face, and whitish, sometimes great-eyed; in his face [there 
is] the color white mixed with citrine; but a man of the nature of the 
Sun has a beautiful and full beard, also he wears long hair. 


Concerning Venus, What She Signifies. 
Chapter V 


Albumasar and Alchabitius said that Venus is a fortune, and is a 
feminine, nocturnal planet, and signifies women and wives. And if a 
nativity is diurnal, as Alchabitius says, she signifies mothers. And as the 
Priest says she signifies younger sisters. And she is the significatrix 
naturally of children through the fifth house, and Venus is the fifth 
planet from Saturn, namely, the fourth after Saturn, following him in the 
order of the planets. And also because she is the fifth planet which 
engages in its own working on one who has been conceived namely by 
finishing the sex of a man or a woman, whichever the sex of the one 
conceived should be, and by finishing for the native the nose and 
eyebrows, and the entire arrangement of the face. And because she is 
the planet of delight and joy, and the fifth house is likewise assigned to 
children, she signifies those things because children are the happen- 
stance in which the native rejoices more and his nature is delighted by 


' These last two places are unknown. 
? Part or Lot of Spirit, also called by Bonatti the Pars Futurorum. 


these more than by others. 

In the treatise of nativities, however, that which must be said about 
children will be spoken of more extensively; nevertheless I shall say to 
you now something about them. Because when you should wish to 
know the condition of the native, and you should wish to know what 
will happen to him from women, or his mother, namely, either from 
wives, or younger sisters, and the like, look in the hour of the nativity 
whether Venus is the Almuten in the nativity, then you will know that 
it will be good for him in general on account of women. And if Venus 
herself is not the significatrix of the nativity, because she is not the 
Almuten of the nativity, see how and from whence she aspects the lord 
of the first house. For if she aspects the lord from the seventh house by 
the trine aspect, the native will be esteemed by women with a perfect 
love. And if she aspects the lord thence by the sextile aspect, he will be 
loved by women, but not by a perfect love; nay rather there will be 
sometimes between them altercations and strifes, and sometimes they 
will love each other, but sometimes not, sometimes this way, sometimes 
that. And if she aspects the lord from the seventh house by the square 
aspect, then the native will rejoice but little with his wife, so that 
between them there will be some kind of altercations and they will not 
join together very well. But if she aspects the lord from the opposition, 
the native wili never rejoice with his wife, and this is feared more with 
the first house,' nor will it be well for him from her; and always there 
will be quarrels and discord between them. 

And if Venus aspects the significator of the nativity from the tenth 
house by any of the aforesaid aspects, say that it will be so for the 
native from his mother just as you have said that it will be from his 
wife. Because if Venus aspects the significator from the tenth’ house by 
a good aspect, say that it will be good for the native from his mother; 
by a bad aspect, say that it will bad for the native from the mother. 

And if Venus aspects the significator of the native from the fourth 
house by any of the aforesaid aspects, say that so it will go for the 
native from younger sisters according to the aspect by which Venus 
aspects the significator just as you have said concerning the mother. 

Venus produces cold and moisture according to her own nature in 
a proper mixture. And likewise of the times of the life of man she 


' ‘That is, if the lord of the first is in the first opposed by Venus. 
? The text has septima rather than decima. This is clearly a typographical 
error. We have translated the text emending septima to decima. 
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signifies adolescence and especially [she signifies] in [the time of] true 
youth, which is from the 14th year to the 22nd. And of the magistracies 
she has the knowing of making instruments of praise and of games, and 
the playing of draughts, and the playing of dice. 

These are the employments of that native of whom Venus is the 
significatrix, and which will be more proximate to him, and which he 
himself will know [how] to do! better if he should desire to concern 
himself about these; and if he should concern himself about other 
employments, he wili not learn, nor will know [about those other 
employments] as well as these employments. And that native of whom 
Venus is the significatrix will be living in leisure, and will the better 
know [how] to conduct his own life, and to live with greater charm and 
more courteously than another who is very much inferior to him. And 
the native will be a fornicator and completely the child of fornication, 
and he will gladly exercise every worship of Venus, and have abundant 
coitus such that sometimes the native's nature will be destroyed because 
of this; and he will know [how] to arrange crowns, garlands, and all 
ornaments, especially pertaining to women, and he will gladly use 
ornaments on his own body; and he will go about covered with 
beautiful clothes, and elegant things; he will know how to work with 
gold and silver, and to make necklaces, and all of such things which 
pertain to the ornament of the body, and especially which pertain to the 
ornament of women, if he should adhere to these employments. And 
this is what sometimes does not permit some persons to attain to the 
perfection of their own magisteries or employments, namely, because 
they are employed with arts and employments which are not naturally 
theirs, and they never learn theses [skills] perfectly, and because they 
learn with difficulty whatever they comprehend of these. But those 
employments which pertain to them naturally they learn easily. 

And they are men of venereal sport, laughter, jubilation, liveliness, 
joy, and they are used to eating and drinking in comradeship with 
pleasure, and the men of Venus become drunken more quickly than 
other men; they have complete trust in others and are often deceived by 
them. And Venus signifies delight, bounty, love, justice, and the like. 
And men of Venus have dealings in houses of prayer so that they 
appear [to be] what they are not, and they hold back [their] faith; and 
they desire to hear the sounds of musical instruments, and they are 
better with these than other men. 


' Reading facere for facecre. 


24 


Concerning the Complexion of Venus with Saturn and Other Planets 


If Venus is joined with Saturn, it signifies the sound of songs and 
lamentation, both those with which the dead are mourned, and those 
which men use when they are erecting buildings, and the like. 

If however she is joined with Jupiter, it signifies that the native will 
be learned in the sounds of lectures and ecclesiastical songs, and in 
every chant which has regard to clerical and religious persons, and those 
who are accustomed [to be] in houses of prayer, [are accustomed to] 
altars, and to the praise of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If Venus is joined with Mars, it signifies sounds or chants of 
laymen and of the lords of battles, and the sounds which are made in 
battles such as [those] of the trumpet, the pipe, cymbals and the like, 
and it signifies sounds or songs in which is made mention of a capture, 
strife, labor,’ murder, and the striking of arms and whips such as are 
made in commemoration of ancient deeds as in the remembering of the 
deeds of Troy, of France, of Rome, or of Britain and the like. For the 
native will know how to sing those songs. 

If Venus is joined with the Sun, it signifies that the native will 
know sounds or songs which are made with wood which men use in the 
presence of kings and great men, such as bowed lyres,’ viols, cytharas, 
sambucas,° lutes and the like. 

If Mercury is joined with her, it signifies the sounds with which are 
made melodies and with which verses are composed such as lyres and 
the like. 

However, if the Moon is joined with her, it signifies songs which 
sailors use in navigations, and in the erecting or raising of sails on high, 
and the like. 


And of the infirmities Venus signifies cold and moist infirmities which 
happens often in the genital members or around them, and the like. And 
she signifies that the native will be apt to know how to fit and prepare 
those items which pertain to beauty such as the cloaks and vestments 
of women, their ornaments, and those things which are decorated with 


' Or difficulty. 

? rota. 

3 According to the O.E.D., this is “a triangular stringed instrument having 
a shrill tone.” 
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gold, pearls, fringes,' and the like. 

And of the quality of soul Venus signifies sweetness,” and she 
signifies friendship, eating, and the love of eating and drinking, coitus, 
and the like. And of the sects she signifies idolatry and those sects in 
which eating and drinking are employed. 

And Vellius and Cancaph’ said that of the human body she signifies 
the hip, the spine, sperm and its downflow. But Albuam and Atabari* 
said that she signifies fat, the kidneys, the navel, the belly, also the 
opening to the womb, and the womb itself.° And of the colors she 
possesses white; of the flavors the unctuous; of the days she has Friday, 
and of the nights the one which precedes Tuesday. 

The quantity of her orb is 7 degrees before and just as many after. 
The years of her firdar are eight, and her greater years are 82, her 
middle years 45, but her lesser years are eight, and according to 
Alchabitius her greatest years are 1151. And her greater years are said 
to be 82 according to the number of degrees of the twelve signs which 
fall to her for her bounds according to which number the years 
themselves are considered. But the middle years are said to be 45 
because these are considered according to the number of the half of the 
numbers of its greater and lesser years taken together at the same time, 
which when brought together make 90 of which the half is 45. But the 
lesser years are eight which have derived their number from that 
[period] which Venus traverses on her epicycle in eight years [going 
about] five times, which she cannot do in any other number of years.® 
Her eccentric goes about in 348 days. Her strength in the zones of the 


! frisium. This word is not a proper Latin word. It appears to be a back 
construction from the Romance languages in which related words refer to 
fringes, or cloth embroidered with gold. But the preponderance of meanings 
have to with making a surface fluffy, covered with a nap, or a fringe. 

? suavitas. 

3 Presumably the same person as Camcaph who is unknown. See page 10. 

4 Same as Atabarus? Sce page 20. 

5 vulvam quoque atque matricem. Both vulva and mairix mean womb, but 
that would make the Latin pointiessly redundant. Therefore we have assumed 
that Bonatti meant vulva in the modern medical sense as the opening of the 
womb, rather than the entire womb which is matrix. 

® Again like Mars, Venus’ period derives from the epicyclical movement, 
and in both cases apparently from conjunctions with the Sun to conjunctions 
with the Sun. 
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world! is on the right of the west.” 

Messahalia said that of the forms of men Venus signifies a whitish 
man drawing toward blackness, handsome in body, with beautiful hair, 
having a round face, small jaws, beautiful eyes and of these the greater 
number are black rather than white. 

And Dorotheus said [that Venus signifies one] having a beautiful 
face, and beautiful eyes (the blackness of these is more than is proper) 
and much hair. And he said that Venus signifies a whitish man made 
thick with redness;> and he shows benevolence. And of the regions she 
has Alhegem,* Alyemen,° and the entire land of the Arabs because her 
significations appear more in those districts than in others.° And of the 
parts she has the Part of Desire.’ And she signifies friendship, delight, 


" mundus. This appears to be the later astrological usage in which ‘in the 
world’ or in mundo means being in the sphere of the houses, not actually on the 
earth. 

2 That is, the area of the seventh house. 

3 hominem album confectum rubore crassum. Presumably this means 
basically a white complexion with a good deal of redness. 

* Unknown. 

5 Yemen? 

° The Arabs and also Islam were regarded by Medieval writers as ruled by 
Venus. This may be in part due to their reputation (among Europeans) for 
luxury, but this tradition may also stem from Arabic sources as well. 

? This is probably the Part of Venus or of Love and Concord. This part and 
the corresponding Part of Mercury has a rather strange formula in that Venus 
(and Mercury in the case of the Part of Mercury) does not appear as part of the 
formula. This is found throughout the Arabic and Latin traditions. The formula 
is as follows: 


Day Part = Asc. + ® - @ 
Night Part = Asc. + @- ® 


Contrast the formulae above to the ones given by Paulus as the Lot of Eros, the 
lot assigned to Venus: 


Day Part = Asc. + 9-® 

Night Part = Asc. + ® - 
The illogical nature of the Arabic-Latin formulae suggests that something got 
lost in the transmission of the Greek lore on parts to the Arabic world, 


especially since the other planetary parts in the Arab-Latin tradition are the 
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patience, sport, and the joining of males with each other in a foul, 
forbidden, sinful manner which must be abhorred.' 

And Adila said that Venus causes beautiful hair, and beautiful 
eyebrows. The man of Venus moreover pours out sweet and soft words, 
and through everything has sweet, flowing speech; he kisses his 
mistress.’ He is moreover zealous in the arrangement of his face and of 
all of his body; he moves himself easily in going about or in doing 
anything; he is of average stature, and wanton [in nature]. 


Concerning Mercury and What He Signifies. 
Chapter VI 


Alchabitius said that Mercury is a planet [which] is inclined by his own 
nature to be masculine and diurnal,* mixed together with that which he 
unites in himself from the planets and signs, such that if he is joined 
with a good planet, good will be brought about; and if he is joined with 
an evil planet, evil will be brought about. And if he is joined with a 
masculine planet, he is called masculine; if with a nocturnal planet, [he 
is called[ nocturnal, and if with a diurnal planet, diurnal.> And he 
signifies younger brothers; wherefore look in the nativity of any native 
and see how Mercury is situated with regard to the lord of the first 
house, or with the significator of the nativity; for if Mercury aspects it 


same as the Greek. 

! Homosexuality was not tolerated in this era. But the reader should note 
that it is assigned to the excessive influence of Venus in male charts. 

2 oscula iungit amica. Literally, “he joins kisses with his mistress.” 
‘Mistress’ should not be limited to the specialized, modern sense of the word. 

3 Over all one has the feeling that the astrologers of this period were not 
especially at home with this lesser benefic, Venus, a trait which persists to this 
day among astrological writers. 

4 The Greek literature would seem to concur that while Mercury is right 
on the edge of being equally diurnal and nocturnal, masculine and feminine, it 
is slightly inclined toward being masculine and diurnal. This is reflected in the 
fact that Mercury's triplicity is air which has always been regarded as masculine 
and diurnal, although Mercury is the nocturnal ruler of that triplicity, being less 
diurnal than Saturn the diurnal ruler of air. 

> This is a departure from the Greek tradition, wherein Mercury's sect is 
determined by its relationship to the Sun, not its planetary aspects or sign 
relationships. According to the Greek tradition Mercury as a morning star is 
diurnal, and as an evening star nocturnal. 
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by a trine or sextile aspect, it will be well for the native from his own 
younger brothers, and [this is] especially so with reception.’ And if he 
should aspect from the square or opposition aspect, it will be bad for 
the native from them especially if reception intervenes;” say likewise 
concerning the bodily conjunction; you should understand the same 
concerning his aspects with the Moon. And the Mercurial man is more 
diligent toward lovers than toward wives, and he will more gladly cling 
to them. And Mercury signifies assessment and thinking about the love 
of God as much as it is according to the native's own conscience, 
although otherwise he may be wanton in things that are not permitted; 
and he will have good faith, and will devotedly dwell in temples and in 
the oratories’ of churches; and he will be of good faith and catholic 
opinion. 

And if Mercury is the only significator of the nativity and he is in 
his own natural condition such that none of the planets is joined with 
him, and does not even participate with him, the native in the beginning 
of his youth will be a person with his own understanding and he will 
increase in his own will, and in his own proper manners, and this will 
happen to him in the first ten years of his youth, namely, adolescence.* 

And Alchabitius said that Mercury signifies things of the earth and 
the increase of things by growing. And of the times of man Mercury 
possesses youth and growth within that time, and [Alchabitius said] that 
of employments Mercury signifies those works which produce the 
knowledge of truth, and rhetoric, for the native will be well ordered in 
speaking. Mercury signifies geometry, and the knowledge of business, 
and the native will know how to arrange many aspects of business, and 
he involves himself in many things, and he will know how to bring 
these to effect. And he will have knowledge in many matters, and he 
will have knowledge of things having to do with selling, and other 
matters in which there will be profit. And if he should be of a clerical 
bent, he will be a good and pleasing preacher. 


' For a discussion of reception sce page 83. 

> maxime si receptio interveniat . . . This seems a bit unusual. Reception 
is often considered to mitigate rather than worsen the effects of the square and 
opposition aspects. One wonders if the typesetter or someone omitted a non 
from the Latin. 

> oraculum. 

4 The thrust of this is that the purely Mercurial person develops a highly 
individualized and self-reliant mind. 
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And Afla! said that Mercury signifies philosophy, augury, scriptures 
and proverbs; the native will be morally good, and also he will learn the 
science of arithmetic. For the Mercurial man will be a good prover of 
truth, and he will work chiefly on this. 


Concerning the Mercury's Complexion with Saturn and the Other 
Planets. 


If Mercury is joined with Saturn, it signifies the work of apportioning” 
and measuring lands, and the dividing of possessions and inheritances 
between partners, and inheritances from the dead, and also the 
knowledge of numbering and estimating which it is necessary for 
someone to have for the making of some building such as a tower, a 
house, or something similar, and the knowledge of arranging looms 
such as [is possessed by] those who weave woollen and linen cloths or 
pignolatum,’ and the like. 

If Mercury is joined with Jupiter, he signifies the work of 
numbering, and of making melodies, and [the work of] of books of 
churches, and he will know indifferently other songs, and jumping in 
games, and the like. 

If Mercury is joined with Mars, it signifies that the native for 
whom Mercury is the significator will know how to lead armies 
forward, and he will know how to order them properly, and to pay what 
is to be rendered [both] to those who do battle and to warriors’ that 
which they should collect; and [it signifies] that he will know how to 
do battle properly, and properly to strike those with whom he has done 
battle with lances, swords, maces, other armaments which do harm, and 
the like. 

If Mercury is joined with the Sun, it signifies that the native has 
rule over a multitude of kings and over the substance of lords, great 
men, nobles, and wealthy men, for he will know how to arrange their 
doings, and to rule their families, and to promote the doings of their 
households. 


' Another unknown writer. 

? apartico. This is an undocumented word, but would appear to mean ‘to 
apportion’. 

> An Italian cloth made out of half linen and half hemp. 

* guerrarius. This is an undocumented word. It appears to mean ‘warrior’ 
as we have translated it. 
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And if Mercury is joined with Venus, it signifies that the native 
will know a multitude of sounds of stringed musical instruments such 
as citharas, viols and of organ pipes, harps, tympany, and the like. 

If the Moon is joined with him, it signifies that the native will 
know how to serve in the courts of kings, great men, nobles, and others, 
[tasks] such as [knowing how] to place trays in the presence of those 
who recline at the table, and [how] to cut bread and meat in their 
presence, and the similar things. 


And of infirmities Mercury naturally signifies the infirmities of the soul 
such as the arrogant belittling great matters, or the timid magnifying 
little ones, and horrible thoughts, the unquietness of the mind and doubt, 
such that he sometimes seems out of his mind and similar things. 

And if that planet with which Mercury is joined is well disposed, 
he signifies a good quality of soul, and if he is badly disposed, he 
signifies an evil quality of soul. 


Concerning Mercury When He is Made Fortunate. 


Moreover when Mercury is fortunate, his goodness and fortune will be 
according the goodness and according to the fortune of that planet 
which renders Mercury fortunate, and according to the place in which 
Mercury himself is well disposed. And if he should be evil and 
unfortunate, his malice and misfortune will be according to the nature 
and according to the condition, and according to the misfortune of that 
planet which renders Mercury unfortunate and according to the place in 
which he is evil, or which makes him unfortunate. 


And Alchabitius said that of the sects he signifies the worship of unity 
in truth and of rational laws, those things which are like these, and he 
signifies that this is with hypocrisy and pretense which feigns itself [to 
be] better than it might be, nevertheless not with heresy. 

And Albuas' and Ebrianus’ said that of the human body Mercury 
signifies the navel, the thighs, the legs, the nerves, veins and arteries. 
And of colors he signifies every mixed and varied color. 


: Probably an alternate form of Albuam. 
? Unknown writer. 
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And Vellius said that he signifies alezeminium! which is a certain 
color similar to the color of lilies of the field. And of the flavors he 
signifies the sour. And the quantity of his orb is seven degrees, And of 
the days he possesses Wednesday and of the nights that which precedes 
the Lord's Day. 

And the years of his firdar are 13. His greater years are 76, but his 
middle years are 48, his lesser years are 20, and also the greatest are 
460. His greater years are said to be 76 because 76 degrees fall to 
Mercury as his bounds from the degrees of 12 signs; they are 
considered according to that number. However, the middle years are 
said to be 48 as these are considered according to half of the number 
of years of its greater years and lesser years put together at the same 
time, which are 96, and divided into two halves, of which the half is 48. 
The lesser years are 20 because Mercury in 20 years is found to make 
63 revolutions in his epicycle* which he does not do in another number 
of years, and from this the years derived their number; and his eccentric 
goes around in nearly ten months. And his strength is in the parts of the 
world in the north. 

And Japhar said that Mercury from the middle of his own 
retrogradation® up to his own second station signifies childhood. And 
from his second station to the bodily conjunction with the Sun he 
signifies youth, love,‘ friendship, concord, and its searching, and love's 


' The word has been left untranslated for the simple reason that there is no 
translation. This is an undocumented word. The only thing that we can find that 
relates to this word is a substance called alizarin (see the O.E.D.). It is a red 
dye prepared from the madder root. The root of the word is Arabic which the 
Latin also appears to be. The only problem is the color red. This is not a typical 
Mercury color. It is however one of the colors of lilies native to Europe. One 
would expect the “lily of the field” to be simply white, but lilium 
chalcedonicum is a very intense red and is native to the Mediterranean shores 
of Europe. All of this is speculation however. 

? Once again like Mars, and Venus, the period is derived from the 
revolution of the epicycle with respect to the Sun. 

3 The middle of Mercury's retrogradation is also the inferior conjunction 
with the Sun. This is also true of Venus. The outer planets oppose the Sun in 
the middle of their retrograde periods. 

4 dilectio. This is a conscious kind of love involving choosing. 


32 


pretense.' And from the conjunction with the Sun to his first station he 
signifies old age, and from his first station up to the middle of the 
retrogradation he signifies decrepitude, contrariety, dissembling, 
slowness, diffidence except in the acquiring of money, and the taking 
possession of things in all ways by which the native may accumulate 
things by what is permitted and what is forbidden. And when Mercury 
is in the middle of his retrogradation, and he is the significator of some 
native, that native will be of mediocre quickness because of the weak 
abilities which he has. And when Mercury is near his second station, he 
signifies that the native will be swift in his abilities, but not of the 
highest degree of swiftness; and he will be of good ability in knowing 
how to uncover the talents of men with flatteries such that they will 
reveal their secrets to him. And when Mercury is joined to the Sun by 
his body, and he is direct, and he is the significator of some native, it 
signifies that the native will be of swift, extended, broad, great, and 
deep ability, and of good memory, and the same will happen concerning 
the other planets with the exception of the Moon.” 

And Messahalla said that of the forms of men Mercury signifies a 
man having a color not very white and not very dark, having an 
elevated forehead, a long face, a long nose, beautiful eyes not 
completely black, a sparse and black beard, and having long fingers. Of 
the regions Mercury has Acalis, Magis’ and all of the regions of the 
Indians. And of the parts he has the Part of Business‘ since he signifies 


' ius inquisitionem et amoris immitationem. We assume that the ‘its’ 


points forward toward ‘love’. Amor is the kind of love that comes from being 
in love. 

? The Moon of course does not go retrograde. 

3 These last two regions are not known. 

* negociatio. This is probably the Part of Mercury mentioned in Tractatus 
VIII. The formula given is as follows: 


Day Part = Asc. + @ - ® 
Night Part = Asc. + ® - @ 


This Part like that of Venus (see page 27, note 7) does not contain Mercury in 
the formulae. The Greek counterpart is called the Lot of Necessity and its 
formulae are as follows: 


Day Part = Asc. + @ - ¥ 
Night Part = Asc. + 2 - @ 


businessmen! because of the excessive upheaval of anxiety which 
Mercury signifies, and because of excessive zeal which flourishes in 
him’ in inquiring into diverse matters.’ And Mercury signifies fear, 
assault, war, hostilities, seditions,* and contrarieties. And Mercury 
signifies also profit, magistery, subtlety in all works, and in all 
investigations concerning which the native desires to involve himself. 
For the native will know how to inquire subtly of every man that he 
desires, and to inquire subtly of everything which is inquired of by 
anyone concerning words or deeds. And the Priest said that Mercury 
grants to a man that he has a slender body. Moreover the Mercurial 
individual is wise, having leisure for reading; [he is] very often of 
middling stature, acquiring sufficient friends and retaining them easily. 
And the Priest said that the native has a handsome beard but sparse and 
wearing it small and fine since his lips and nose [are] of a similar 
nature.* 


Concerning the Moon and What She Signifies. 
Chapter VII 


Albumasar and Alchabitius said that the Moon is a feminine, nocturnal 
fortune; she produces by her nature cold and moisture, and she is the 
significatrix of mothers. Wherefore if a nativity is nocturnal she 
signifies what happens to the native because of the mother. Wherefore 
you should consider how the Moon is situated with respect to the 
significator of the native, because, if she aspects it with a good trine or 


' Jn the sense of busy-ness men. See note 3. 

2 The text is not clear as to whether “him” is Mercury or a Mercurial 
native. 

3 quoniam habet significare negociatores quoniam habet significare 
negociatores propter nimiam solicitudinis estuationem quam significat, et 
propter nimium studium quod viget in eo in inquirendo diversa. The words 
negotium, negotiare, and negotiator (to use the more common spellings of these 
words) all come from roots, nego + otium, which means ‘denial of leisure’. The 
usual meanings given to these words are ‘trade’, ‘to trade’, and ‘a tradesman’. 
These meanings while quite correct do not convey the idea that Bonatti is 
playing with here. The play on words does not translate well into English in any 
case. 

4 Reading seditiones for sedutiones. 

5 Presumably small and fine. 
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sextile aspect or receives it with a perfect reception,’ it will be well for 
the native from his mother. However, if she aspects the significator with 
an evil aspect, it will bad for the native from his mother. And 
understand this likewise concerning the mother with respect to the child, 
because if the significator of the nativity receives the Moon, it will be 
well for the mother from the child. However, if the significator aspects 
the Moon badly without reception, it will be bad for the mother from 
the child. 

And Alchabitius said that there is moderate phlegm in the Moon. 
And she signifies the age of childhood and the beginning of growth, 
namely, the first four years from the birth, because of her frequent and 
swift changes in the manner of the changes of childhood. And likewise 
the Philosopher’ said that of employments she has legations, matters 
which are the subject of commands, works having to do with waters, 
and lands, and the cultivation of the land according to the quantity of 
either the Moon's goodness or badness. And she signifies authority for 
the native will know how to promote the affairs of kings, princes, and 
great men if he is in charges of these things and the similar ones if at 
the time the Moon is fortunate and in the good aspect of the Sun, or the 
lord of the tenth house, namely, by a trine or sextile aspect. And of 
substances the Moon signifies silver. And she signifies fortune in the 
cultivation of the earth if she has dignity in the fourth house at the hour 
of the birth. And of faith she signifies religion because lunar persons for 
the most part become religious, and especially in youth; nevertheless 
sometimes they do not properly keep what has been promised to God, 
and rarely do they persevere well in religions, and from this the fables 
of the vulgar are created. 

And of the infirmities the Moon signifies epilepsy and the twisting 
of the face, and those illnesses which pertain to paralysis, and especially 
particular and special illnesses which happen in the tongue, the lips, and 
eyes. And she signifies the agitation of the limbs which are caused by 
some ilinesses which often happens because of cold, moist, and 
phlegmatic illnesses. And she signifies the quality of the soul according 
to her commixture with the planets, because if she is joined with a good 


' This is a reception by a major dignity in which there is also a close 
aspect which is applying. For a discussion of reception see page 83. 

2 The “Philosopher” is usually a reference to Aristotle. There were a 
number of works on astrology apocryphally attributed to Aristotle in Arabic 
astrology. 
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planet, the native's quality of soul will be good, but if she is with an 
evil planet, the quality [of soul] will be bad. 


Concerning the Complexion of the Moon with Saturn and the Other 
Planets. 


If the Moon is joined with Saturn in the nativity of some male or 
female, it signifies that the native will hold human beings with hatred 
and will pretend to love them, and this person will be envious; and this 
person will rejoice in injuries to others, and will grieve about their 
advantages, and it will seem that every other person's good is harm to 
themselves. 

And if the Moon is joined with Jupiter, it signifies that the native 
will be careful, and he will be honest, and in all things kind, and he will 
lead a good, beautiful, honorable, and pleasing life, in every way worthy 
of praise. 

And if the Moon is joined with Mars, it signifies that the native 
will be a bearer of tales and envious, and he will be zealous in badness 
and bearing tales, and in sowing weeds among men’ in everything and 
which may be harmful to others; nor will he care if they are not useful 
to himself provided that he believes them to be harmful to others, with 
this proviso then, that reception breaks the aforesaid malice. 

If the Moon is joined with the Sun by a trine or sextile aspect or 
with reception, they will fulfill their significations more perfectly, and 
it signifies that the native or querent involves himself in the arranging 
of royal matters, and those of great men, nobles, and wealthy men who 
are fit for kingship. 

However, if the Moon is joined with Venus, it signifies that the 
native will courteous, kind, gentle, of good soul, honest in conduct; and 
the native will be quick, easy, and swift in motion; he will be 
accustomed to divine services; he will not say evil of someone, nor will 
he speak to anyone in the manner of a country bumpkin? to his own 
blame. 

However, if the Moon is joined with Mercury with reception, it 
signifies that the native will be an eloquent, popular orator, and that he 
will adhere to writing and rhetoric; and he will be ordered in all of his 
own speaking and in everything which he dictates both in meter and 


' Metaphorically speaking. 
2 nec decet alicui rusticitatem sua culpa. 
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prose. If however [she is] without reception by trine or sextile aspect, 
it will be below this. But if [it is] by the square or opposition aspect, 
the native will be loquacious, and he will pour forth many, empty, and 
useless words; nor will he desire to give others their turn to speak, and 
will interrupt what they say, nor will he desire that his own words be 
interrupted. 


And Vellius and Albuam said the Moon signifies thinking and the 
reformation of the soul, and the weakness of cleverness and sense, 
heaviness of tongue, and honest women. Wherefore you should consider 
in the nativities of women whether the Moon is joined to Mercury as 
has been said, because then she signifies that a woman will be honest, 
good, and of good soul; she will gladly rear children, and she will be 
fortunate in this; and she will be a midwife;! and she signifies mothers, 
aunts, and women who furnish foodstuffs, for the native will know how 
to supply foodstuffs to others. 

Toz the Greek’ and Albuam said that the Moon properly signifies 
the lungs and the brain. And of the colors she signifies citrine, and of 
the flavors the salty. She signifies the right eye of women and the left 
eye of men. Wherefore you should consider in nativities whether the 
Moon is impeded because that signifies an impediment of the eye, 
which will happen more [frequently] when she is impeded in Aries; in 
men it impedes the left eye, and women the right. For the native will 
either be born with the eye impeded or his eye will be impeded before 
his natural death by an incurable impediment;? and sometimes the native 
will lose the eye completely. 

Of the days she possesses Monday, and of the nights the one which 
precedes Friday. And the quantity of her orb is 12 degrees. The years 
of her firdar are nine, her lesser years 25, her middle years 39 and a 
half. And some want to say that [her middle years] are 66, in opposition 
to these I do not see a reason why I should assent. Her greater years, 
however, are 108, but the greatest 420. And her greater years are said 
to be 108 because she herself has that power in that half of the circle 
of the signs which is from the beginning of Aquarius to the end of 


' Reading assestrix for astitrix gives us assestrix parturientium, one who 
assists at childbirths, ie., a midwife. 

? Yet another unknown writer. Given the similarity of m and z in the 
script, he could be Tom the Greek. 

> impedimento inseparabili. Literally, an “inseparable impediment.” 
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Cancer which the other planets would have in their own bounds, and 
these are 180 [degrees]; but these are diminished for her by 60 because 
of the two houses of the two infortunes which are Aquarius and Aries; 
and again 12 years are taken away from this because that half [of the 
zodiac | diminishes the beginnings of the first clima up to the end of 
the seventh clima (which is assigned to the Moon) in their ascensions 
by an amount as much as 12 degrees; wherefore there remains only 
108.' But the middle years are appointed as 39 and a half according to 


' et diminuuntur ei iterum .12. anni propterea quod illa medietas minuit 
in suis elevationibus ab eo quod sunt principia primi climatis usque in finem 
septimi climatis quod attribuitur lune .12. gradus: unde remanent tantum .108. 
The passage is difficult to figure out because the logic on which it is based is 
not clear. However, the following is an attempt to make sense out of it which 
should be regarded by the reader as an honest effort and not as a definitive 
statement. 

The central issue here is the climata (singular clima, from which come our 
words ‘climate’ and ‘clime’). These are belts of geographic latitude such that 
all places situated on a particular clima have the same length of daylight on the 
longest day of the year within a certain range of error. Typically the earth was 
divided into seven climata in the northern hemisphere. Greek versions of this 
system are to be found in the article under Klima in Project Hindsight's 
Companion to the Greek Track. 

By the Middle Ages a different method of sevenfold division had been 
worked out and become standard. The following table will illustrate the system. 
Values given here are those given in the Sphere of Sacrobosco, a standard 
Medieval introduction to astronomy, and may be approximate. 


The system is of course based on one-half hour increments with each clima 
being defined by a fifteen minute range of daylight on either side of the exact 
half-hour. 

Various systems in the Middle Ages assigned each of these climata to a 
planet following the Chaldean order, hence the sevenfold nature, although this 
was by no means a universal practice. It is clear in this passage that Bonatti is 
following this practice, apparently giving the seventh clima to the Moon. 
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the method by which the middle years of the Sun are appointed, nor are 
the aforesaid 12 degrees taken away. Indeed the lesser years are 25 and 
this is because when the Moon is in the end of 25 degrees of Aries 
which is of the [nature] of a luminary on either side,' for indeed The 
Moon touches the 19th degree of Aries (which is that of the exaltation 
of the Sun) and she touches the 3rd degree of Taurus (which is that of 
her own exaltation), and because of taking away of the aforesaid 12 
years from her greater years, according to half of these she adds six 
years to the lesser years of the Sun, and in this way are made 25 years.” 

Her strength is in the parts of the world which are on the right of 
the descendant.3 


Concerning the Forms Which the Moon Signifies. 


Messahalla said that of the forms of men the Moon signifies a snowy 
white man commixed with redness, with kindly brows, having not 
entirely large eyes, a round face, and a handsome condition. And of 


What this passage seems to be doing is comparing the rising times of the 
signs in the lunar half of the zodiac in the first clima to those in the seventh 
clima. \t turns out on consulting the table of ascensional times of the signs in 
the Companion that the largest difference in rising times of signs between the 
first and seventh clima is about 12 degrees! But it is not clear why this 12 
degree difference should be subtracted from the 120° to get 108°. It seems that 
further research will be required to make the import of this passage clear. 

' There is a bit of difficulty with this passage which may be due to a 
typographical error. The Latin reads as follows: qui est utriusque liiaris. The 
problem is the abbreviated word ldiaris. According to standard practice this 
could be expanded to luniaris, lumiaris, or luminiaris. None of these are 
documented forms. The only thing that makes sense in view is reconstruct it as 
luminaris, the genitive form of luminare or ‘luminary’. 

? The reasoning here can be put a bit more simply. If the Moon were at 
25°T then her orb would include both 3°% and 19°T. It would be 1° off the 
midpoint. Then we take the 12 which was subtracted from the 120 to get 108 
and add half of it to the 19 years of the Sun to get 25 years. If this strikes the 
reader as rather elaborate post facto reasoning, we are inclined to agree. 

The original basis for this period was simpler. In the Egyptian year of 
365.0 days exactly, the phases of the Moon repeat almost exactly every 25 
years. However, by Bonatti's time the Egyptian year had passed out of 
astrological knowledge. 

3 occidentis. 
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lands [she signifies] Artor, Exthoma, and Adila.' 

And the Priest said that the Moon grants that a man is of no 
service’ because by day and by night he desires to go running about 
hither and thither, nor does he in a stable manner readily stay anywhere, 
which is true if the Moon herself in the nativity is slow in motion 
without perfect reception, and she is joined to a planet of swift motion, 
especially one of the inferior planets. And he said that a lunar man has 
around face, an average stature. There is a quite a great excitement in 
the eyes or one is deep impressed by the eye.* And the Priest said that 
he is squinting man or is entirely deprived of either one* of his eyes. 
And as I make known to you in truth and in brief, the other of the eyes 
will be by no means lacking in defect. 


And the Cobbler’ said in a certain one of his treatises that from the 
beginning of her New Moon to seven days the Moon signifies the 
native's years of childhood, from the 7th day to the 14th she signifies 
youth; from the 14th to the 21st she signifies the years of old age, and 
from the 21st to the end of the month she signifies the years of extreme 
old age. And when she is under the rays of the Sun she signifies secrets 
and things that have been hidden, and also she signifies matters that 
must be hidden; wherefore at that time it is good to manage things 
which must be hidden and to do those things which we wish to conceal 
from people before the Moon should be separated from the Sun; but to 
be sure, at the time after she is separated from the Sun, [we must do] 
those things which we want to be hidden before she goes out from the 
Sun's rays. And from the beginning of the Month to the opposition she 
signifies everything which will come to exist, and from the opposition 
to the end of the month she signifies everything which must come to be 
destroyed. From the beginning of the month to the Full Moon the Moon 
herself and the Sun signify accusers. Also from the beginning of the 


' Unknown places. 

2 That is, he is of no use as a servant. 

3 Est autem alteratio maior oculis aut est per oculum percussus. The exact 
meaning of this sentence is not clear. There are other possible interpretations 
of this passage. The second part, for example, could also be read as “struck 
through the eye.” But the interpretation given in the text seems the most 
plausible in this context. Alteratio could also have been translated as ‘change’ 
or ‘agitation’. 

4 Reading alterius for altior. 

* sarcinator. This is an unknown epithet for some writer. 
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month to the opposition she signifies gain and holding together; from 
the opposition to the end of the month she signifies payments and 
dispersions, because when the nativity is in the beginning of the month 
the native will be intent on profit and on the retention of what has been 
gained, as much as there is of this. And when the nativity is in the end 
of the month, the native will be intent on spending and scattering 
substance such that his manner of spending will degenerate into 
prodigality. Concerning judging of one who takes an action and a 
subject about which a question has been asked, in the beginning of the 
month the Moon signifies the prosperity of the one who acts and the 
quesited subject; and in the end of the month she signifies the contrary, 
as Alchabitius says. In the opposition the Moon signifies contrariety; 
and when there are 15 degrees between the body of the Moon and the 
opposition of the Sun, the Moon signifies the condition of the beginning 
of the contrariety and its cause. And when the Moon has separated from 
the opposition of the Sun, she signifies the causes of the building up of 
the contrariety. And in her going out from under the Sun's rays, she 
signifies going out from being hidden, and the detection of hidden 
things, and things like these. And on her entry under the Sun's rays she 
signifies the preparation for hiding, and especially those matters which 
we desire the more to be hidden and to conceal. At the hour of her 
separation from the Sun she signifies the preparation for the end of 
being hidden. And from the hour of the going out from under the Sun's 
rays, she signifies the appearance and the arrival of an absent party, for 
at this time she seems to signify the advent of an absent party if a 
question has been made concerning an absent party when the Moon is 
arranged in this way.' 


Concerning the Signification of the Moon in the Square Aspect of the 
Sun. 


Alchabitius said also that when in a square aspect of the Sun, the Moon 
signifies descent from on high to the depths, as often happens to those 
who have great dignities, and high magistracies, and they are taken 
down unwillingly from those [high positions] in a blameworthy manner. 
And that happens likewise in the second square aspect; and the second 
square aspect is worse than the first, because although in the first square 
aspect the Moon signifies a lessening of status, after that she signifies 


' That is, about to ieave the Sun's beams. 
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the gaining’ of things, profit, and the increase of what one holds onto; 
but in the second square aspect she signifies the contrary. 


Concerning the Signification of the Moon from the Conjunction to 
the Half of Her Light. 


Ptolemy, Arthephius, and Archaphalan, who have been found to have 
the most value in this science, said that the Moon from the conjunction 
of the Sun to the half of her light’ is moist® in of her nature since at 
that time she signifies moisture. From the half of her light to the Full 
Moon there will be heat because of her nature since at that time she 
signifies heat. From the Full Moon to the second half of her light there 
will be dryness because of her nature since at that time she signifies 
dryness. And from the second half of her light there will be cold 
because of her nature since at that time she signifies cold.* Likewise 
they said that the rest of the planets,’ namely, Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, 
from their rising to the first station will be moist in nature, and they 
signify youth which is from the 14th year to the 41st. And from their 
first station to the opposition of the Sun, when they are in the middle 
of their retrogradation, they are hot in nature, because then they signify 
heat, and they signify that complete age from the 41st year until the 
62nd. From the opposition of the Sun, namely, in the middle of their 
retrogradation until their second station, they are dry in nature, because 
at that time they signify a dryness not real,° and they signify that old 
age which is from the 62nd year until the 90th. From their second 
station until the occultation by the rays of the Sun they will be cold in 
nature because at that time they signify cold, and they signify that very 
old age or decrepitude which is from the 90th years until the end of 
human life which can sometimes be up to 120 years; few people are 
found who pass these years, although certain people sometimes say 


| apparitio. This word usually has more to do with appearance then with 
gain, but its root is appario which means ‘to gain’. This is the only interpreta- 
tion which makes sense here. 

? That is, first quarter. 

3 The text actually uses the noun form humiditas which is a bit strange 
grammatically, but the sense is clear enough. 

4 Unlike the later authors who assign elements to the lunar phases, Bonatti, 
like Ptolemy, assigns the qualities, hot, cold, wet and dry. 

> That is, the superior planets. 

° siccitatem, non veram. It is not clear why the dryness should not be real. 
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otherwise falsely. 

Wherefore only the inferior planets, namely, Venus and Mercury, 
from the middle of their more distant longitude’ to their first station, 
signify that [same quality] which the Moon signifies up to the first half 
of her light. From their first station to the middle of their nearer 
longitude’ they signify that which the Moon signifies from the half of 
her light to the Full Moon. And from the middle of their nearer 
longitude to their second station they signify that which the Moon 
signifies from the Full Moon to the second half of her light. And from 
their second station to the middle of their more distant longitude they 
signify that which the Moon signifies from the second half of her light 
to the conjunction with the Sun. 

However the Sun from the beginning of Aries to the end of Gemini 
signifies childhood. From the beginning of Cancer to the end of Virgo 
he signifies youth. From the beginning of Libra to the end of Sagittarius 
he signifies the collected age.? From the beginning of Capricorn to the 
end of Pisces he signifies old age. 

And Arthephius and Argafala said that the Sun signifies the soul, 
and the Moon signifies thinking.* Wherefore you should consider in any 
nativity whether the Sun is well disposed and in a good place from the 
Ascendant, because that signifies that the soul will be naturally kind. 
And if the Sun is badly disposed and in a malignant place with respect 
to the Ascendant, that signifies that the soul will be naturally malicious. 
Nevertheless through accident’ he could restrain and emend that evil 
inclination of his own by his own free will as happens sometimes, and 


' longitudinis longioris. This phrase clearly refers to the long sweep of 
direct motion in longitude from the direct station (second station) through the 
superior conjunction to the retrograde station (first station) in the middle of 
which (the halfway point) is the superior conjunction which begins the cycle. 
During this entire part of their motions Mercury and Venus are more distant 
from the Earth. 

? Iongitudinis proprioris. The inferior conjunction occurs in the middle of 
the retrograde sweep when Venus and Mercury are relatively nearer the Earth. 
See previous note. 

3 collectam etatem. Previously this was referred to as the “complete age” 
or perfectam etatem. 

4 This is more like the Hindu doctrine of the Moon as the mind than it is 
like the modern doctrine that the Moon is emotion. 

> This is the philosophical sense of the word, meaning the opposite of 
essence. i.e., due to circumstances. 
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very often in those connected with religions, and in religious persons, 
and in other, prudent persons who are cognizant of their own 
malevolence. 

And if the Moon is well disposed as has been said in regard to the 
Sun, the native's thoughts will be on the good and toward the good. But 
if the Moon herself is badly disposed, the native's thoughts will be evil, 
on evil and toward evil. 


[Summary of Planetary Significations]' 


And they said that Saturn signifies mourning, sorrow, weeping, 
lamentation, hardship and evil. And Jupiter signifies wisdom, reason, 
honesty and good. Mars signifies anger, rage, contrariety, and change 
rather toward the bad than toward the good. Venus signifies delights, 
sport, joy and ardor. Mercury signifies rationality, discretion, discussion, 
and learning. And it is said that the Moon is a teacher, and that she 
signifies in every matter, and shares with all planets in nativities, 
interrogations, journeys,, and the beginnings of all matters, and the 
middles and ends of these, because she is the mediatrix between the 
heavens and the other planets, and the elements. And although the 
heavens or supercelestial bodies act upon the elements, nevertheless, this 
always happens with the Moon mediating; this is because she herself is 
located between the other planets and the elements, in such a way that 
she herself cannot be corrupted nor changed by [all of] them or by any 
of them, rather, that virtue of causing change or of altering crosses over 
{into the elements] through her rays or through her power. 


Concerning the Head and Tail of the Dragon and What They 
Signify. 
Chapter VIII 


The Head of the Dragon is naturally a fortune and of a masculine 
nature, but by accident sometimes becomes an infortune. For its nature 
is composed of the nature of Jupiter and of the nature of Venus; it 
increases and signifies matters which sustain an increase of kingdom, 
namely, dignities, substance, high rank, and good fortune. And Adila 


' This title is not in the original. 


and Argafalan said that it is proper for the Head [of the Dragon] to 
augment [things] except in the giving of years, for the Head diminishes 
a 12th part of these years when it is with the significator. Wherefore 
when the Head is with fortunes, it increases their fortune, and when it 
is with malefics, it increases their malice, and then it becomes an 
infortune accidentally. And the years of its firdar are 3. 

But the Tail [of the Dragon] is naturally evil, and of the female 
nature, but sometimes by accident it becomes a fortune. And its nature 
is composed of the nature of Saturn and Mars. And it signifies decrease, 
and downfall, namely, accident, poverty, and the decrease of everything 
good, and of all fortune. And likewise the philosophers said that it is 
proper for the Tail to diminish so that when it is with fortunes, it 
lessens their fortunes, and when it is with malefics, it diminishes their 
malice, and at that time it becomes a fortune accidentally. Wherefore it 
has been said that Head is a fortune with fortunes, and with infortunes 
a malefic; but the Tail is malefic with good planets, and benefic with 
evil ones. The years of its firdar are 2. 


What Each of the Planets Causes in the Conception of Children. 
Chapter IX 


Here I shall submit certain things concerning these [effects] which the 
planets cause in the conception of children. For the Priest said that in 
the first month Saturn coagulates matter, constricts, and dries out, not 
however by rarifying.' Wherefore if Saturn is well disposed, then the 
preparation of that conception will be well ordered and well disposed 
such that any one of the other planets is able to produce properly that 
which pertains to it in conception according to its own condition and 
according to its own disposition. If however Saturn is at the time badly 
disposed, there will be a joining together or assembly of the matter of 
the conceived which is badly arranged, and the form or arrangement of 
that one who has been conceived can never be well ordered even though 
the other planets may be well disposed. 

However, in the second month Jupiter allots spirit” and limbs. 
Wherefore if Jupiter is at the time well disposed, and in good condition, 


! Reading rarefaciendo for arefaciendo. 
2 spiritus. There is a Latin play on words here. Spirit and breath are 
derived from the same root. Jupiter confers spirit and breath. 
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the limbs of the one conceived will be well arranged and ordered, and 
everywhere formed in a natural way, and his spirit and his breath’ good; 
and he will breathe in and breathe out gently and properly without 
labor, and without hindrance of respiring. If however Jupiter is in bad 
condition and badly disposed, it will be contrariwise. 

In the third month Mars works on the native through the blood by 
making it red and bringing it into the form of blood.? Wherefore, if at 
the time [of birth] Mars is well disposed and in good condition, the 
blood of the one conceived will be good and pure, nourishing the body 
of the one conceived properly, scarcely ever being excessive such that 
it lets in an injury except perhaps because of a disordered life. If 
however Mars is badly disposed at the time [of birth], it will be 
contrariwise. 

In the fourth month the Sun gives to, or completes for the native 
the more principal organs, and gives heat to the limbs, and strengthens 
and augments the natural heat, and regulates it in order to work all of 
his own operations. Wherefore, if the Sun is well disposed, the natural 
heat of the one conceived will be good and useful, properly preserving 
the native and perfecting all of his doings, and very seldom permitting 
itself to be overcome by unnatural heat; and it will be lasting within the 
body of the native. And if the Sun is badly disposed, it will be 
contrariwise. 

In the fifth month Venus completes the ears, nose, the eyebrows, 
the entire arrangement of the face, and the testicles for the one 
conceived, and she assists the working of the other planets. Wherefore 
if she is well disposed, after his birth the one conceived will be 
graceful, having handsome eyes, handsome eyebrows, a handsome nose, 
beautiful ears, and the entire arrangement of the face blessed with 
liveliness. But if Venus is badly disposed at that time, it will be 
contrariwise. 

In the sixth month Mercury puts together the kidneys, the tongue, 
and the lungs, and completes all openings, and every hollow part of the 
body not yet completed; and all of these are completed according to the 
disposition of Mercury. 

In the seventh month the Moon opens all of the windpipes’ of the 
lungs and completes it if anything is lacking, and completes the trachea, 


" anhelitus. Another breath word. 
2 Mars imposes the form of blood onto its proper material substratum. 
3 Reading canales for connales. 
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and the womb;' and she divides according to her limits every organ of 
the body not yet divided. Wherefore if the Moon is well disposed, all 
of these will be suitable for their function whichever [function] has been 
assigned to it. But if she is badly disposed, it will be contrariwise. And 
this is the reason, that is, the impediment of the Moon, why certain 
children are born impeded in some part of their body.” For this happens 
because of the impediment of the Moon, and these impediments happen 
in that body part which is assigned to that sign in which the Moon is 
impeded at that time. And if the Moon is in the first half,’ it signifies 
that the impediment will happen on the native's right side. But if it is 
in the last half it will happen on the native's left side. Because in seven 
months each planet has worked its virtue on the one conceived and 
because it is its own, if the child is born, he will be of vital condition 
according to law. And I myself have seen several who were born at the 
end of seven months after conception, and they have lived for a long 
time; and my father was one of these, just his mother claimed, who 
lived 107 [years] as she herself testified. 

At that point [after the seventh month] it reverts to Saturn who in 
the eighth month consolidates the limbs of the infant with his frigidity, 
and constricts and condenses. Thence it happens such that if the child 
is born at that time, it will not live, and this happens because of the 
distemperance of the coldness of Saturn then disposing of the condition 
of the child. 

However in the ninth month Jupiter rules who then draws out the 
infant's limbs by his own proper mixture, separating [the child] from the 
mother when the uterine membrane has been broken in a healthy 
manner; and in this way children who are born at this time are believed 
to be vital. 

Nevertheless that might be said which Hermes [stated], to whom 
Ptolemy gave assent, that there are three periods of time for a child 
conceived in the womb, namely, the greater which consists of 288 days, 
the middle which is of 273 days, and the lesser which consists of 258 
days; none of these periods is divided [evenly] by any of the number of 
months from among the aforesaid. To this you can respond that Ptolemy 
and Hermes considered those births which commonly happen, without 
considering which children ought to be vital or not, but only the 


' Reading vulvam for vuam. 
? Reading corporis for corporit. 
> Of the lunation cycle. 
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common periods of infants [being] in the womb; and they have 
similarly spoken concerning those who pass beyond the seventh month 
in term; nor was their rule also so general that it could not be 
diminished from this by some particular circumstance. For they 
themselves could not pass over that road with a dry foot, nor is it 
according to my meaning to dispute concerning these things because it 
seems that either [position] can be salvaged or made plain. But at this 
point one must return to what has been put forth according to the 
intention of this work. 


In What Manner the Life of the Native Is Disposed According to 
the Years of Rearing of Each Planet. 
Chapter X 


Something must be said about the disposition of the natural life of a 
native, how each of the planets disposes from its beginning to its end. 
The ordering of this is in this way. The Moon is nearer to the earth, and 
is designated the most swift of the all the planets; and beginning from 
the inferiors, the first of the planets in order disposes the life of the 
native from its beginning for four years, which are the years of its 
nurture.’ And this is called [the planet's] disposition and is considered 
[to be] as if [it were a kind of] nurture. 

Thereupon Mercury disposes for 10 years, which are the years of 
its rearing. Then Venus disposes for seven years, which are the years 
of its rearing. Then the Sun disposes for 19 years, which are the years 
of its rearing. Thereupon Mars disposes for 15 years, which are the 
years of its rearing. Then Jupiter disposes for 12 years, which are the 
years of its rearing. Then Saturn disposes for 30 years, which are the 
years of its rearing.” If the native should pass beyond these times, then 


| nutritio. This can also mean ‘rearing’, but ‘nurture’ makes more sense in 
this context. Each planet nurtures the native for a period of time. 

? These periods are standard except for that of Venus which is almost 
certainly an error either in this edition of the text or on Bonatti's part. Not only 
is Bonatti's value for Venus unique to him, but in no other context is Venus 
ever associated with a seven year period. It is always eight. In addition if the 
planets are arranged in the Chaldean order, then multiplying the years of the 
outermost planets in the order, the Moon and Saturn, gives 120. Multiplying the 
years of the next ones in, Jupiter and Mercury, also give 120. If one were to use 
the value of eight years for Venus, the years of Venus multiplied by the years 
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the disposition turns back to the Moon, afterward to Mercury, and so to 
the rest of the planets as has been said. Wherefore in any disposition 
whatever should any of the aforesaid dispositors be well disposed, the 
life of the native will be well disposed in that time and contrariwise. 
And [each of these planets] will add to or take away from the 
significator of the native in that time according to the disposition and 
condition of the planet. 


Which Days and Which Nights Each Planet Has and Why Each 
Is Denominated by That Planet, and Concerning the Unequal 
Hours, and Concerning the Masculine and Feminine Hours. 
Chapter XI 


Each of the planets has its own day, and its own night assigned to it, 
wherefore when a day or night should be assigned to some planet, the 
first hour of that day or of that night is the planet's according to which 
it is denominated, and the second hour will be of that planet which 
succeeds in the order of the planets. For example Sunday’ is entirely the 
Sun's because the first hour of the Sunday is the Sun's. Monday is 
entirely the Moon's because the first hour of that day is the Moon's. 
Tuesday is entirely of Mars because the first hour of that day is of 
Mars. Wednesday is entirely Mercury's because its first hour is 
Mercury's. Thursday is entirely Jupiter's because its first hour is 
Jupiter's. Friday is entirely Venus's, because its first hour is Venus's. 
Saturday? is entirely Saturn's because its first hour is Saturn's. Likewise 
I say that the first [hour] of Sunday is the Sun's and the second hour is 
Venus's, which succeeds him in the order of the planets. The third is 
Mercury's which succeeds Venus. The fourth is the Moon's which 
succeeds Mercury. Then it begins from the higher [end of the planetary 
order]. And the fifth [hour] of this day is Saturn's from which [the 
sequence] is begun [again] after the Moon. The sixth hour is Jupiter's 
which succeeds Saturn in order. The seventh is Mars's which succeeds 
Jupiter in order. The eighth hour is again the Sun's which succeeds 


of Mars also gives 120. Then we come to the Sun at the center. Its years of 
rearing are 19, but its greater years are 120. This symmetry is too good to be 
a coincidence. 

dies dominica. 

? dies sabbati. 
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Mars. The ninth hour is Venus's which succeeds the Sun. The tenth 
hour is Mercury's which succeeds Venus. The eleventh hour is the 
Moon's which succeeds Mercury. The twelfth hour is Saturn's which 
succeeds the Moon as has been said. And so you have the 12 hours of 
the day both equal and unequal.’ 


Concerning the Hours of the Night, Equal and Unequal 


Just as each planet has its own day assigned to it, so also each of them 
has its own night assigned to it, and from the planet the night is 
denominated. For the whole night which succeeds Sunday is said to be 
Jupiter's because its first hour is Jupiter's; the second is Mars's, the third 
the Sun's, the fourth Venus's, the fifth Mercury's, the sixth the Moon's, 
the seventh Saturn's, the eighth Jupiter's, the ninth Mars's, the tenth the 
Sun's, the eleventh Venus's, the twelfth Mercury's. And in this way you 
have the twelve hours of the night both equal and unequal. 


Concerning Masculine and Feminine Hours 


There are also certain of the hours of both the day and night [which 
are] masculine and certain ones [which are] feminine. For the first hour 
of any particular day and the first hour of any particular night is said to 
be masculine, the second feminine, the third masculine, the fourth 
feminine, the fifth masculine, the sixth feminine, the seventh masculine, 
the eighth feminine, the ninth masculine, the tenth feminine, the 
eleventh masculine and the twelfth feminine.’ Wherefore you should 
consider whether the hour of a birth of a male child is a masculine 
hour, because if it is so, it works well toward the condition of his 
masculinity; and if it is a feminine hour, it does not work well toward 
the condition of his masculinity, for it makes the native a little 
effeminate. And if it should be a feminine hour at the birth of a female 


' In other words this system ought to be followed whether one determines 
hours by the unequal method (one-twelfth of the daytime or nighttime) or by 
using equal hours as is the modern practice. 

? The pattern is very simple. The odd hours are masculine and the even 
ones feminine. The origin of this doctrine is not known for certain at this time, 
but it is consistent with the ancient Pythagorean principle that odd numbers are 
masculine and even ones feminine. The same classification is applied to the 
signs which could be the paradigm on which this classification of hours is 
based. 
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child, it works well toward the condition of her femininity, and it causes 
her to be feminine in nature. And if it should be a masculine hour, it 
causes her to deviate a little toward masculinity, and makes her nature 
[to be that] of a virgin to some extent although not completely. 


Concerning the Forms or Figures Which the Signs Give to 
Natives. 
Chapter XII 


It has been spoken of concerning the forms or figures which the planets 
give to those of whom they are the significators. There also remains, 
however, to say something about the support of those figures or forms 
which seems to pertain in a certain way to the Hyleg, which is called 
the root of life. For just as the planets allot their own figures to natives, 
so also do the signs. For each does not grant the complete form to the 
native by itself but both at the same time as the other, namely, with the 
other, because a planet cannot grant an image to the native by itself 
without a sign, nor a sign by itself without a planet, just as a mother 
cannot beget a child without a father nor the father without a mother.’ 
For someone cannot be born without some sign rising, nor can someone 
be born without some planet being the lord of the sign then ascending; 
and so it is necessary that either share with the other in the nativity of 
a native. Wherefore the signs diminish the planets such that the form of 
the native cannot be formed completely from such as the planet gives. 
Also, in this way the planet diminishes the sign such that the figure of 
the native is not formed completely from what the sign grants; and 
sometimes one assists the other. 

These are the forms which the signs give to humans. For Aries 
makes a man having a long neck and long face, much hair, eyes 
somewhat serious, small ears, and a body for the most part crooked.” 

Taurus makes a man having a large face sometimes crooked; and 
if he does not have a large face, he will have a large nose, and if he 
does not have a large nose naturally, nevertheless, after a period of time 


' Tt is not clear how rigorously this metaphor is supposed to be interpreted. 
Is Bonatti referring to the kind of form-matter polarity that is often found in 
metaphors of this kind. Or is he using the metaphor in a loose sense. See our 
edition of Montulmo passim. 

? curvus. Also ‘bent’ or ‘curved.’ 
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he will have a large nose because of circumstance;' [he will have] black 
and serious eyes, shaggy or raised up” hair, a thick neck, and fat almost 
more than is fitting; [it makes] a modest man who in going about looks 
at the ground, who goes about in an honest manner, but not stable, as 
if a vagabond; but you should not trust your wife to him in secret. 

Gemini makes a man having an average stature, a large breast, and 
agreeable person. 

Cancer makes a man having an irregular body and skin, gross in his 
whole body; it renders a man slender in his upper part, and gross in his 
lower part, having crooked teeth and small eyes. 

Leo makes a man industrious, very learned and intelligent, gross in 
the upper part, and slender in the lower part, nor does he therefore 
become unseemly; [he is] magnanimous,’ [having] slender legs. 

Virgo makes a man having an attractive character, and good will, 
handsome eyes, and a becoming face. 

Libra makes a man having an agreeable face, fleshy to an average 
degree, and one who will love women. 

Scorpio makes a man having a ruddy and small face, much hair, 
and small eyes, long legs, large feet, suddenly changing; [it makes one] 
in whose mouth the truth is hardly ever found, making an angry 
quarreler, [who has] strife and quarrels with all, and almost for nothing. 

Sagittarius makes a man having long hips, a long face, and a large 
jaw,’ and a fine chin, and for the most part more handsome from the 
back than from the front, [having] fine hair and sometimes a belly 
greater than it ought to be, and he delights in riding. 

Capricorn makes a man having slender legs, a dry body, a goat-like 
face, and much hair. 

Aquarius makes a man high and vainglorious, and arrogant, who 
also will be a great interpreter, and he becomes prodigal and a waster 
of goods; [it makes one] having a handsome and tanned face, and 
sometimes one leg longer than the other. 

Pisces makes a man having a large breast, a small head, and large 
and flourishing beard, and a jaw large with respect to his head, pale 


' Like telling lies for instance? 

? elevatus. 

> The Latin word can also mean ‘proud’ in both the negative and positive 
sense of the word. 

4 Reading mala for mila. 


color, having round eyes, magnanimous.' 

It happens nevertheless quite often that men are not found made in 
this way, and this is by accident? not by nature, because sometimes the 
significator of the nativity is found so disposed that it contradicts the 
sign, and does not permit the signs’ significations to be perfected as they 
would be perfected according to the nature of the sign. And sometimes 
the significator is found so disposed and so weakened, and so removed 
from the power of fulfilling its significations that the sign contradicts 
the significator in such a manner that the planet's significations are not 
perfected as they ought to be according to the nature of the planet. You, 
however, by your own industry can consider why and how these matters 
turn out. For I cannot write down for you all of the particulars which 
come about in future times. 


Concerning the Different Accidents which Befall Men. 
Chapter XIII 


There are certain accidents which happen to humans about which I have 
found nothing that has been said by any of the philosophers whereby 
my soul would rest quiet, and I do not believe, nor does it seem like 
unto truth, that this was on account of their being ignorant of it, but 
rather that the work seemed to them extended and prolix. For this 
reason they feared lest it generate weariness in those who hear them; 
and also they left such matters as these things are to the industry of 
sages. 

For we see that from a large father, and a large mother a small son 
is born, and from a small father and a small mother a large son is born, 
and from pale [parents] dark [children], from the dark the pale, from the 
fat the thin, and from the thin the fat. We see some who are stout, some 
who are fleshy, some who are thin, and some between the two. We see 
some who are fat, who are strong, who are virtuous, bold, nimble and 
who go about easily. [We see] some of the same weak, burdened, and 
going about heavily, base and timid; some wise, some foolish, even 
those [children] born from the same parents both wise and foolish. [We 
see] some [children] from among base and poor people attain to great 
riches, dignities and fame, but that some [children] from among great 


' Reading magnanimum for magnaminem. 
? accidens. 
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men and nobles come to the greatest depression and poverty so that they 
are accounted as nothing. We see some [children] who are in no way 
made similar to their fathers for which reason sometimes the mothers 
are accused concerning this, whereas they are not at fault; [we see] 
some who are made like their fathers, some who are made like their 
grandfathers, or like both their maternal and paternal grandfathers. And 
we see that some who are different work together, at once, and at the 
same time, at one and the same craft; and some of these are enriched 
from the craft, and some are impoverished by the same craft; and 
sometimes [we see] some who know the craft better, and who spend 
less, and who live in wretched conditions, and yet they are not enriched, 
and contrariwise. We see some persons whose words are heard and 
believed although they are not very wise, and they are reputed to be 
wiser sometimes than the words of those who are wise, and contrari- 
wise. We see some persons who remain always heaithy, some always 
ill, and some who are sometimes healthy, sometimes ill,’ some for 
whom the cures of medicine and of physicians are useful in their 
infirmities, and some whom they harm. We see some who abound in 
riches and lack sons, some who abound in sons and lack riches, some 
who abound in both, some who lack both, some who at a time abound 
in the aforesaid, and some who at a time lack the aforesaid, some who 
sometimes abound in sons and see their death and are saddened because 
of these, some who pardon their children after death,” and the children 
inherit their goods. And there are likewise some men who bear 
womanly offices, and some women who bear manly offices, and they 
wage war, and do many things which have regard to males, just as there 
was a certain Maria of Cremona who wore masculine arms like a man 
such as a hunting-spear and she hunted boars and the like with a 
girzavensis which is called a fredona,’ and several others. There are 
some who are the best of singers and have good sounding voices, and 
some who have learned nothing of singing, some who have Jearned very 
well the sounding of musical instruments, and the using of these. [And 
there are] some who have not had knowledge, and could not have had 


' The last four words translate semisani. 

? Quosdam qui dimittunt eos post mortem et hereditant filii bona ipsorum. 
Dimitto can also mean ‘renounce’ or ‘send away’, but ‘pardon’ makes better 
sense in this context. 

5 Girzavensis and fredona have been left untranslated. We cannot find them 
in any reference. 
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knowledge, who have acquired knowledge in these other subjects better 
than other men.' And we see that some rejoice on one day and grieve 
on another even without manifest cause, and that some rejoice on a day 
on which others grieve, and that some grieve on a day on which others 
rejoice, and that some rejoice on a good day and grieve on a bad one, 
and that some grieve on a good day and rejoice on a bad one;’ we see 
some who stutter, some who are talkative; [we see] some wise men who 
have few words and those not well ordered, and some who have many 
words and those well ordered; and [we see] some having many words 
and those words not well ordered, both men who are wise and those 
who are not wise. 

And we see that many other accidents happen to mankind about 
which it would be burdensome to make individual mention; nevertheless 
wherefore and why these things happen I will, with God's blessing, 
speak of to you, and I will expound these things in the treatise on 
nativities. And although the work may seem to be extended, it will be 
nevertheless of such utility that it will not generate weariness in you in 
either the reading or the studying of it; and in that place there will be 
said certain things which are unusual as these things are, and almost 
unheard of; because we see thus that no human face is like the face of 
another, rather, there is among them some dissimilarity and similarity. 


The End of the First Part of the Third Tractatus 


' Et quidam qui nec sciiunt nec scire potuerunt noverunt tamen in quibus 
aliis melius aliis hominibus. 
? That should exhaust the possible combinations! 
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The Second Part [of the Third Tractatus] Concerning 
These Things Which Befall the Planets by Themselves 
and Which Happen to One Planet Because of Another. 


Concerning These Things That Happen to Planets by Themselves. 
Chapter I 


In this second part of the Third Tractatus one must speak of certain 
accidents which happen [both] to the planets by themselves and with 
each other. And I shall speak to you as if you have already been 
introduced, and not as having to be introduced [to the subject]. 
Following in the footsteps of the philosophers, I shall speak to you first 
about these things which happen to the planets by themselves. And 
these [descriptions] are about the following accidents, namely, when a 
planet is ascending in the circle of its own auge,' when it is descending 
in the same circle, and when it is neither ascending nor descending in 
that circle. 


' aux. The English word ‘auge’ is an Anglicization of the Latin which is 
in turn derived from the Arabic awj, It is often translated as ‘apogee’ which is 
not a bad translation for Bonatti's usage. However, the word is also used a little 
differently by other authors in situations where ‘apogee’ would be quite 
inappropriate. See Schoener’s Opusculum Astrologicum, Book Il. Canon 
XXXIV. 
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Center + Equant 


Center + Deferent 


The World 


[Commentary by Translator] The figure given above is a basically the one 
which appears in the Ratdolt edition from which this translation has been made. 
Some additional labels have been added. The center point of the diagram is the 
earth itself or “World.” The circle labeled “‘Deferent” is the principle circle of 
the planetary orbit and carries the small circle marked “Epicycle.” Note that the 
deferent is not centered upon the earth. In the course of time the epicycle is 
carried completely around the earth in a counterclockwise direction (i.e., in the 
direction of the signs), but in this diagram it is located at the furthest point of 
the deferent from the earth. This point is labeled “Auge.” The rotation of the 
epicycle is also in a counterclockwise direction, and approximately when the 
epicycle carries the planet inside the deferent, the planet is retrograde until the 
epicycle carries it outside of the deferent once again. The epicycle is as 
illustrated in the Ratdolt edition where for some reason the epicycle is shown 
as a triplet of circles. The reader should be aware that all three circles represent 
one epicycle. For the superior planets when the planet is at the furthest point 
of the epicycle most distant from the earth, it is conjunct the Sun. When they 
are at the point of the epicycle closest to the earth, the superior planets are 
retrograde and opposed to the Sun. For Mercury and Venus the most distant 
point of the epicycle is the superior conjunction with the Sun, while the closest 
point is the inferior conjunction which occurs when the planet is retrograde. 


And Alchibitius said that the signification of these things which 
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happen to the planets by themselves is such a thing as a planet 
ascending in the circle of its auge' becoming lesser in light, magnitude, 
and course. For when a planet is in the part of its eccentric? more 
remote from the earth, in which part is its auge, the planet itself then 
appears lesser in the light and magnitude of its body, and it seems 
slower in motion, not because the planet moves less quickly on one day 
than on another in the way which it moves through the path of its own 
epicycle, but because the position of the degrees® of the epicycle appear 
so.’ And when it is in the opposition of its auge, to wit, in that part of 
its eccentric which is nearer to the earth, then it appears greater in the 
light and magnitude of its body, and swifter in course. In the more 
remote part of its eccentric the planet seems slower in course because 
of the greater measure of degrees in that part than in other.’ But in the 
nearer part of the eccentric is seems swifter in course because of the 
lesser measure of degrees in that part than in another; [this is] because 
the planet runs more quickly through a lesser measure of degrees than 
through a greater because the planet always moves at an equal rate as 
I have said. Wherefore it seems swifter in course with respect to the 
eighth heaven, than it would be with respect to its own eccentric. 
However, in the remoter part it seems slower in course with respect to 
the eighth heaven because it goes about through the greater measure of 
degrees (which are in that part as opposed to another part) more slowly 
than [it goes] through a lesser [measure of degrees].° For the degrees of 


' Going from the point opposite the auge toward the auge. 

? For our purposes here we can consider the deferent and the eccentric to 
be the same thing. In fact in this particular system of geocentric astronomy, 
they are the same thing viewed from two different points of view. 

* partium. This.could also have been translated as “parts.” 

‘In fact it was a canon of geocentric astronomy that a planet moved at a 
perfectly constant speed on both its deferent or equant, and all of its epicycles. 
This theory was overthrown by Kepler's laws, although dynamically speaking, 
the geocentric theory did a reasonably good job of accounting for the apparent 
changes in motion. See the commentary on the illustration at the beginning of 
this section. 

> The rate of a planet is constant in degrees, but a more distant arc will 
have more absolute degrees in an apparent arc than a nearer one. Hence the 
motion appears to be slower. 

§ The reader should note that Bonatti seems to have a very different 
conception of speed and velocity than a modern writer. Bonatti and ourselves 
would agree that it takes longer for something to move a greater distance. But 
we would not consider the body traversing the greater distance to be moving 
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the eccentric are greater in the direction of the auge than in the direction 
opposed to it, which happens because of the declining away of the 
center of the eccentric from the center of the earth, which is the center 
of the eighth sphere. 

And some, who do not make sense on [the subject of] the auge, but 
who in speaking broadly perhaps are ambiguous on this subject, 
consider that the auge is the more remote position of the epicycle. But 
the auge is only the more remote position of the eccentric, and not of 
the epicycle. On the epicycle nothing is considered except the farther 
and nearer distance. The farther distance of the epicycle is that part of 
the epicycle which is above the curve of the eccentric, But the nearer 
distance is that part which is below the curve of the eccentric; and so 
auge and distance differ in this [respect] from each other. In addition 
[the fact] that the auge should not be considered on an epicycle is 
evident through this; because the epicycle goes around the whole of the 
eccentric. Wherefore sometimes the epicycle is in the auge, namely, in 
the more remote part of the eccentric, sometimes it is in the opposition 
of the auge, to wit, in the nearer part of the eccentric, and sometimes 
it is between these places, namely, the auge and its opposition. And the 
epicycle goes around every sign, but the auge of the eccentric remains 
always fixed in one sign and in one place, and thus the auge is 
considered only in the eccentric. As I relate to you in this present work, 
auges are thus. 

For the auge of the Sun and the auge of Venus is one and the same 
degree, to wit, in the 18th degree of Gemini and in the 50th minute of 
that degree. The auge of Mars is in the second degree of Leo, namely, 
in 51st minute of that degree. The auge of Jupiter is in the 15th degree 
of Virgo, to wit, the 30th minute of the degree. The auge of Saturn is 
in the first degree of Sagittarius in the fifth minute of the degree. The 
auge of Mercury is in the 18th degree of Libra in the 10th minute of the 
degree. But the auge of the Moon is not distinguished in the same 
manner as the other auges of the other planets are distinguished, 
because she herself does not take away from her average motion in 
equating as happens in the other planets; this happens because of the 
motion of the center of the eccentric in a small circle whose center is 


more slowly. We consider speed to be a number of spatial units travelled in a 
unit of time. Bonatti clearly considers speed to be only a matter of the time. Of 
course it is also possible that this is Bonatti's way of referring to apparent 
motion as opposed to actual motion. 
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the center of the circle of signs.' 

When the planet is in the middle of the circle [of the deferent] such 
that there is as much of the circle of fixed stars above the planet as 
there is below, either before or after the auge,” then the planet seems 
equal in body’ and light, and in all other places it appears either greater 
or lesser in light and body. And when it is going toward the auge, and 
there are 90 equal degrees or less between the planet and the auge, then 
it begins to appear lesser in light and body, and in this way little by 
little it will go to be made lesser‘ until it comes to the auge which is the 
more remote part of the eccentric. When it begins to separate itself from 
the auge, it begins to appear greater in light and body, and thus it does 
not go to be made greater’ as regards its appearance until it becomes 
elongated from the auge 90 equal degrees which are reckoned in the 
circle of signs, and it appears equal as has been said. From there 
henceforth it is made greater in light and body more sensibly than 
before until it reaches the opposition of the auge which is the part of the 
eccentric nearer the earth. If the equated argument of the planet should 
be from one degree [of the first sign] up to six signs, the planet will be 
increasing in number or course. And if it should be from six signs up 
to 12 , it will be diminishing in course. And if it should be only six 
signs or only 12 signs the planet will be neither increasing nor 
decreasing in course. 


' The “circle of signs” is the ecliptic. The reason the Moon's auge is not 
noted is that it moves. This is the result of the motion which we know as the 
motion of the Moon's perigee. In fact ‘apogee’, the opposite point, is often the 
word used to translate the Latinized Arabic word aux, which we have translated 
using the word ‘auge’. We do not believe that ‘apogee’ is a good translation 
because, for the reasons which Bonatti has stated, the planet may go further 
from the earth by means of its epicycle than it would because of the auge of the 
eccentric. In fact the auge corresponds in function, if not position, to the 
aphelion, not the apogee, for all planets except the Moon. 

? This is a somewhat colorful (to us at least) way of expressing the fact 
that these point on the planetary deferent are at the average or mean distance 
of the deferent from the earth. 

3 That is, neither jesser nor greater than average. 

* Minorfico, and maiorfico are two undocumented words that appear in this 
section, no doubt derived from magnifico. They clearly indicate something 
becoming greater or lesser than the average level. This is definitely in 
accordance with the context. 

5 See previous note. 
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In the epicycle one should consider directness, retrogradation, 
station, swiftness and slowness of course. For when a planet is in that 
part of the epicycle which is above the eccentric, it is called direct. And 
when it is in that part of the epicycle which is below the eccentric, it is 
called retrograde. And when it is in places of the contact of the curve 
of the eccentric with the curve of the epicycle, it is called stationary. 
And when it is between these two places of contact, namely, from the 
head of the line of the diameter of the epicycle which stands a little off 
from the curve of the eccentric, it is called slow of course. 

But because that task is not about the consideration of this, I shall 
abandon saying any more about this and turn back to what has been 
proposed, and especially because all of these matters have been more 
broadly spoken of in [the work of] Alfraganus whose intention was to 
treat of the motions of the supercelestial bodies, and their diversity. 

And when the equated equation of some planet is increased above 
its average course, then it increases course and number. When the 
equated equation is diminished from the average course of the planet 
then the planet is diminished in course and number, and that equation 
is considered according to the epicycle and not according to the 
eccentric. And when Saturn or Jupiter or Mars goes less' than his own 
average course, he is called diminishing his own course or number. 

Moreover the average course of Saturn in one day is two minutes 
and 35 thirds.’ The average course of Jupiter is four minutes and 59 
seconds.’ The average course of Mars is 31 minutes and 26 seconds.* 
And when each these goes as much as is its average course, it is said 
that its course becomes equal, that is, neither increasing nor decreasing. 
And when the Sun, Venus, or Mercury go in one day more than the 
average course of the Sun which is 59 minutes and 8 seconds,° it is 
called increasing course; and when it goes less than 59 minutes and 
eight seconds, it is called decreasing course. And when the Sun is close 
to distant from its own auge before or after by 90 degrees, it is called 
its equal or average course. And when it is less than 90, it is called its 
slow of course. And when it is distant from it before or after more than 


' Reading minus for plus. If we do not do this, the passage does not make 
sense. 

2 The modem value is 2' 00.455" which equates to 2 minutes and 27 thirds. 

3 The modern value is 4' 59.016". 

4 The modern value is 31' 36.56". 

5 This is the average value for the Sun, and is the same as the modern 
value. 
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90 degrees, it is called swift in its course. And when it goes 59 minutes 
and eight seconds only, it is called its equal course. 

When the Moon goes in one day more than 13 degrees, ten 
minutes, and 35 seconds, it is called increasing course. And when it 
goes less than 13 degrees, ten minutes and 35 seconds, it is called 
diminishing course. And when it goes 13 degrees, ten minutes and 35 
seconds only, it is called her equal course.' 


Concerning When Planets are Northern and When Southern. 
Chapter I 


Moreover it happens to planets that they are sometimes northern, but 
sometimes southern. A planet is made northern when it crosses beyond 
its gensahar, that is, in the place in which the curve of the eccentric of 
the planet cuts the path of the Sun. Wherefore when it goes across 
from the south to the north, there is a transit of the planet through the 
place of the contact of its own eccentric with the eccentric of the Sun.’ 
And as long as the planet stays in that part of its eccentric which is on 
the northern side from the path of the Sun, it is called northern until the 
planet shall come to the other place of contact which is in the 
opposition of that [first] transit, and it returns to that part of the 
eccentric which is on the southern side of the eccentric of the Sun, and 
in that entire half which is called southern. And when it crosses over 
the aforesaid first point of contact up to three whole signs, it will be 
northern ascending, and from three signs up to six whole signs, it will 
be northern descending. And when it crosses over again said place of 
contact going back to the south up to three whole signs, it will be 
southern descending, and from three up to six whole signs, [at end of] 
which is the place of its genzahar from which it began to be southern,‘ 


' All the way through this section Bonatti has used the present participle 
form where it would seem to us more reasonable to use a past participle form: 
for example he uses “increasing course” rather than “increased in course.” So 
be it! 

? via solis. The ecliptic. 

3 This is a geocentric description of what we would call the ascending 
node of the planet. 

4 The text has septentrionalis. This has to be meridionalis. It looks as if a 
typesetter or scribe confused this section with the preceding parallel section 
concerning northern lJatitude. an easy mistake. 
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it will be southern ascending. These are the things which happen to 
planets by themselves. 


Concerning Those Things Which Happen to Planets Mutually, 
Namely, to One of Them from the Other. 
Chapter II 


In this chapter one must be treat of those things which happen to one 
planet from another, that is, mutually, according to the sayings of the 
philosophers. And first one must speak of these things which happen to 
{and from] Saturn, Jupiter, Mars, Venus, and Mercury from the 
luminaries. and to the luminaries. 

Ptolemy said that when a planet sees itself from face to face then 
the planet is said to be in the Almuguea of the planet. Almuguea means 
a sighting from face to face; in fact this word of Ptolemy's seems in a 
certain way difficult, but it must be understood, namely, when a planet 
is occidental from the Sun, it is said to be in the Almuguea of the Sun. 
And beware lest you be deceived in this which Ptolemy called 
occidental, lest you understand [it to be] that the planet sets after the 
Sun, as occidentality is understood at another time. But Ptolemy 
understood occidental from the Sun such that the planet should be on 
the side of the Sun on the west so that it would set before the Sun sets. 
And Ptolemy understood [this] when he himself said from face to face, 
that is, that there be between the planet and the Sun as much as there 
is between the domicile of the Sun and the domicile of the planet; you 
should understand this when a planet stands apart from the Sun (from 
any position) as much as there is between its own domicile and Leo, 
which is the domicile of the Sun. 

For example, let it be posited that Saturn stands apart from the Sun 
as much as there is between Leo and Capricorn, which is the domicile 
of Saturn, namely, that the Sun is in one sign, anyone whatever, and 
Saturn is in a sign which stands apart from that sign as much as 
Capricorn stands apart from Leo, namely, such that one of them be in 
the sixth sign from the other, just as Capricorn is the sixth sign from 
Leo.! And let there be as many signs, degrees, and minutes as there is 
between those two signs, having computed one of them in number, but 
having separated the other which is five whole signs, then Saturn will 


' Counting backwards in the order of the signs. 


be in the Almuguea of the Sun. 

For example, let it be posited that the Sun is in the twelfth degree 
of Leo, and Saturn is also in the twelfth degree of Pisces; now Saturn 
is in the sixth sign from the Sun, the sign having been computed in 
which each of them is, namely Cancer, Gemini, Taurus, Aries, and 
Pisces; now Saturn stands apart from the Sun as much as there is 
between Leo, which is the domicile of the Sun, and Capricorn, which 
is the domicile of Saturn, such that there falls between them five whole 
signs; because from the 12th degree of Pisces to the 12th degree of Leo 
there are five whole signs, namely, Aries, Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, and 
Leo, just as five whole signs fall between Leo and Capricorn, which are 
Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, and Capricorn; for from the 12th degree of 
Leo to the 12th degree of Cancer is one whole sign; from the 12th 
degree of Cancer to the 12th degree of Gemini is one whole sign, and 
so there are two signs; from the 12th degree of Gemini to the 12th 
degree of Taurus! is one whole sign, and so there are three signs; from 
the 12th degree of Taurus to the 12th degree of Aries is one whole sign, 
and so there are four signs; and from the 12th degree of Aries to the 
12th degree of Pisces is one whole sign, and so there are five signs. For 
the sign is not completed in the sign in which it begins, but is 
completed in the second sign from it.” 

In like manner it is necessary in this instance that if Jupiter is to be 
in the Almuguea of the Sun, that there falls between it and the Sun just 
as many signs, degrees, and minutes as there is between Leo and 
Sagittarius, which is the domicile of Jupiter; and that is four whole 
signs, namely, so that Jupiter would be in the fifth sign from the Sun. 

For example, since the Sun may be in any sign, let us put it in 
Gemini; it will be necessary now that Jupiter be in Aquarius for this so 
that it will be distant from the Sun through four whole signs, neither 
more nor less, for Aquarius is the fifth sign from Gemini in like degrees 
and minutes. Therefore let the Sun be in the third degree of Gemini; 
now from the third degree of Gemini to the third degree of Taurus is 


' Reading Tauri for Cancri, the reference to Cancer is clearly a 
typographical error. 

? The rather strange wording that occurs in this section faithfully recreates 
the Latin. The problem is that Bonaiti uses the word ‘sign’ for both the absolute 
divisions of the zodiac starting with Aries, and for any arc containing thirty 
degrees, This shows a gradual conceptual decay of the concept of sign as it 
moves from being a quantum division of the zodiac to being 4 simple unit of 
measure. 
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one whole sign; and from the third degree of Taurus to the third degree 
of Aries is one whole sign, and thus there are two whole signs. And 
from the third degree of Aries to the third degree of Pisces is one whole 
sign, and thus there are three whole signs. And from the third degree of 
Pisces to the third degree of Aquarius is one whole sign, and thus there 
are four whole signs, and so Jupiter will be in the fifth sign from the 
Sun. 

In a manner like this, so that Mars may be in the Almuguea of the 
Sun, it is necessary that he be in the fourth sign from the Sun such that 
there falls between them three whole signs according to signs, degrees, 
and minutes, just as there are between Leo and Scorpio which is the 
domicile of Mars and, as has been said, with the one included and the 
other excluded as in the rest of these instances. 

For example, let it be posited that the Sun is in the fourth degree 
of Aries; now it is necessary that Mars be placed in the fourth degree 
of Capricorn because between the fourth degree of Aries and the fourth 
degree of Capricorn there are three whole signs; for from the fourth 
degree of Aries to the fourth degree of Pisces is one whole sign; and 
from the fourth degree of Pisces to the fourth degree of Aquarius is one 
whole sign and thus there are two whole signs. And between the fourth 
degree of Aquarius and the fourth degree of Capricorn there is one 
whole sign, and thus there are three whole signs; and so Mars will be 
in the fourth signs from the Sun. 

In [case of] Venus Almuguea is not considered, however, as it is 
with the other planets because she does not become separated as much 
from the Sun as her domicile is from the domicile of the Sun. But she 
is said to be in the Almuguea of the Sun when she sets before the Sun 
sets and she is in the furthest elongation from the Sun such that she 
cannot be more separated from him. 

Concerning Mercury, however, one must say in his case in order 
that he may be in the Almuguea of the Sun, it is necessary that he be 
in the second sign from the Sun such that one whole sign fails between 
him and the Sun, just as there is one whole sign between Leo and Virgo 


ut dictum est uno incluso: altero excluso ut in ceteris. (The colon in the 
Ratdolt text serves a function more like our comma than our colon.) The author 
appears to be warning the reader against a common enough mistake even in 
modern times, namely, that counting to the fourth sign from something involves 
only three whole signs. In the counting of signs we include Leo (unc incluse) 
and exclude Scorpio (altero excluso). 


which is the domicile of Mercury. For example, let it be posited that the 
Sun is in the ninth degree and twelfth minute of Capricorn; now it is 
necessary that Mercury be in the ninth degree and twelfth minute of 
Sagittarius because between the ninth degree and twelfth minute of 
Capricorn and the ninth degree and twelfth minute of Sagittarius there 
is one whole sign. 

But the Moon is not said to be in the Almuguea of the Sun because 
luminaries are not said to be in the Almuguea of luminaries; and also 
it would be necessary that the Moon would distant from the Sun by 
only one sign, if she were to be in the Almuguea of the Sun (if the Sun 
were bound to receive her), and if the Moon were able to receive 
Almuguea which would be able to bring in and confer sensibility.’ 


{More] Concerning Almuguea 


One must also consider the Almuguea of the Moon, and it is necessary 
that you know that just as a planet which is in the Almuguea of the Sun 
is occidental of the Sun, that is, that the planet sets before the Sun sets, 
so it is necessary on the other hand that a planet which is in the 
Almuguea of the Moon should be oriental from her in such a way that 
the planet should set after the Moon and not before her, and the Moon 
should set before the planet and not after it. And Ptolemy said that 
when a planet is distant from the Sun afterward as much its domicile is 
distant from the domicile of the Sun, and it is distant from the Moon as 
much as its domicile is distant from the domicile of the Moon, or it is 
secure from the rays of these, then it is in Almuguea. 


Concerning the Almuguea of the Other Planets 


But the sages have not cared to mention the Almuguea of the other 
planets because they did not believe that there was much power in 
them; however each of the other five planets has its own Almuguea. For 
the Almugueas of the three superior pianets are considered just as the 
Aimuguea of the Sun; and that of the two inferiors just as that of the 
Moon. And each of these can be in the Almuguea of a second planct, 
to wit, when [that planet] is distant from the second just as much as its 
domicile is distant from the domicile of a second planet which is nearer 


' This last phrase is quite literally translated but the sense is not entirely 
clear. 
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to it; and always the inferior planet receives Almuguea from a superior 
except Saturn which receives its Almuguea from Mercury.’ 


Concerning the Alitifal of the Planets. 
Chapter IV 


There is also another condition of the planets toward each other, 
namely, bodily or aspectual conjunction or application which 
Alchabitius calls Alitifal or continuation. For there is a bodily 
conjunction when a planet is joined to a planet in the same sign. But it 
is aspectual when two planets are in two different signs which aspect 
each other by trine, sextile, or square aspect; and the swift? planet is 
lesser in degrees in its own sign than the ponderous planet in its signs; 
however [it should be] such that there are six degrees or less between 
them, namely, between the rays of one and the body of the other. 

For example, let it be posited that Venus or Mercury is in the 
fourth degree or Aries, and Mars, Jupiter, or Saturn is in the tenth 
degree of Gemini, or Cancer, or Leo before it; or let [the second more 
ponderous planet] be in the tenth degree of Aquarius, or Capricorn, or 
Sagittarius after it; then Venus or Mercury is joined to it by aspect until 
it arrives at its aspect to the degree.? And understand this likewise 
concerning the bodily conjunction as when Venus or Mercury may be 
in the fourth degree of Aries and one of the superior planets may be in 
the tenth degree of that same Aries, only the swift planet is joined to 
the ponderous planet according to the body. [The swifter planet] is 
always designated as joined to [the ponderous planet] until it completes 
its own conjunction with [the ponderous planet] in the same minute; but 
after it crosses beyond [the ponderous planet] by one minute, it is called 
separated from [that planet.] Understand that which I have said about 
Venus and Mercury with regard to all of the other planets, since the 
swift planet is always joined to the ponderous one, and the less 
ponderous is joined to the more ponderous until one arrives at Saturn. 


' This is an extension of the basic idea of almuguea which goes 
considerably beyond that originally proposed by Ptolemy. 

? levis. This can also mean ‘iight’ and in the English works of the 17th 
Century, the word ‘light’ is often used. However, ‘swift’ is what the word realiy 
means in this context. 

$ gradu per gradum. Literally “in the degree by the degree.” 
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For Saturn, since it is more ponderous than all of the rest, is joined to 
none of the planets in the way that has been told of the others, but all 
of the planets are joined to it.' 

However, Alchabitius said that a planet is not said to be joined’ to 
a planet unless that conjunction, whether bodily or aspectual, is joined 
to it to the degree; however he himself understood this to be the action 
of completing a matter. 

But Messahalla, in whom the sages strongly believed, said that 
from that place where’ a planet projects its own rays upon a planet, it 
is called joined to it, which is true unless another planet prohibits their 
conjunction. Henceforth one planet is joined with another, and from 
thence the effects of things are signified. Wherefore when one planet 
projects its own rays upon the rays of another, and it stands apart from 
that planet as much as the orbs of both, it is said that the one planet 
seeks the conjunction of the other, and it signifies the accomplishment 
of the sought for thing unless another planet destroys or impedes; and 
the conjunction is called heavy.* And when they are separated as much 
as the orb of one planet, the conjunction is called absolute, and unless 
another planet impedes as I have said, it signifies the accomplishment 
of the matter. And when the orb of the swift planet touches the body of 
the ponderous planet, it is said that the ponderous planet is in the 
degrees of the swift planet. All these things are considered both in 
aspect and bodily conjunction. 


When Planets Are Called Oriental and When Occidental. 
Chapter V 


From that place where’ Saturn and Jupiter go forth from the rays of the 
Sun, as Alchabitius said, they are called oriental, and they are said to 
be increased in strength until they are elongated from the Sun by 30 
degrees, as a sick man after a crisis is increased in his own strength and 
goodness of condition until he resumes his former strength and returns 


' This is the main passage in which the usage of iungo to indicate 
application is ciearly explicated. See my Introduction. 

> Le., applying. 

3 ex quo. 

* gravis. This could also be translated as ‘serious’, but ‘heavy’ makes the 
most sense here. 

5 ex quo. 
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to the state in which he was before he began to grow ill, and he remains 
secure [from illness]. Thereupon from those 30 [degrees] to another 30 
[degrees] they are called oriental and strong because then they are in 
a greater security of the Sun than ever they can be, for they do not fear 
the Sun in any way,' just as the sick man who shivered? because of it 
does not fear the illness and has resumed all of his powers, indeed, after 
a complete liberation [from the illness] and resumption of his powers 
he has become more fleshy and stronger than usual if his complexion 
has been disposed well for sustaining this. And when these planets have 
passed beyond 60 degrees, namely, so that the Sun is that much 
elongated from these planets, they are called oriental going toward 
debility until they come to an elongation of 90 degrees from the Sun; 
then they are called oriental and weak, until they come to retrogra- 
dation. After they begin to go retrograde, they are called oriental 
retrograde until they are in the opposition to the Sun to the degree. 
After they have gone beyond the degree of the opposition to the Sun 
until they come to the direct station’ they are called occidental 
retrograde. Thereupon from the degree of the direct station to 60 
degrees after the direct station they are strong and occidental not 
because they are truly strong but [because they are] less weak. Then 
from 60 degrees up to [the point] when their distance is 30 degrees 
from the Sun they are called occidental going toward debility. Then up 
to [to the point] when they come to the beginning of combustion they 
are called occidental and weak. After they begin to enter under the rays 
of the Sun until they come to the his degree they are called occidental 
combust. All of these degrees are considered according to the zodiac 
and not according to the eccentric or epicycle. 


Concerning the Two Inferior Planets, When They Are Oriental 
and When They Are Occidental. 
Chapter VI 


However, Venus and Mercury, when they are separated from the Sun 
and are themselves retrograde, are called oriental and weak. And from 


! in aliquo. 

? The text has cuasit which is an undocumented form. I read it to be a 
deviant form of guasso, ‘to shake violently’ or ‘shiver’. 

3 directio. This literally means something like ‘directness” 
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that place’ where they begin to be direct up to the point when they are 
near to the Sun, such that there are as many degrees between them and 
the Sun as there had been between the Sun and them when they began 
to be go retrograde, they are called strong and oriental. Then up to the 
middle of those degrees which remain between the aforesaid place and 
the rays of the Sun they are called oriental and weak. And from that 
place? where they begin to go under the rays of the Sun up to the point 
when they are in the same degree with the Sun, they are called oriental 
combust. Then while they are going through all of the degrees of 
combustion, they are called occidental combust going toward appearing. 
And from that place where* they begin to appear from under the rays 
of the Sun in direct motion up to 15 degrees after appearing they are 
called occidental and strong. Thereupon from the halfway point* of 
those degrees which are between that place and their own first station, 
they are called occidental going toward debility. Then up to the 
beginning of their retrogradation, they are called occidental and weak. 
Then up until they come to the rays of the Sun, they are called 
occidental retrograde or most debilitated. After they begin to go under 
the rays of the Sun, they are called occidental combust. And every 
planet from the place where it goes forth from the rays of the Sun until 
it is joined to another planet whether by body or by aspect is said to be 
in its own light. 


[Conclusions from the Last Group of Chapters.]° 


This is the condition of the planets with regard to the luminaries; 
wherefore then you should consider [this] in nativities or questions and 
see whether the significator of the native or question signifies good or 
bad. For if it signifies good, and is in a good position in its epicycle or 


ex quo. 

? Reading Et ex quo for Ex ex quo. 

3 ex quo. 

4 medietas. 

> in lumine suo. This phrase is also used by other authors to refer to a 
diurnal planet being above the horizon in the day, below it by night, or to a 
nocturnal planet being above the horizon in the night and below it by day. 

© This title is not in the original text, but I have chosen to set this text 
apart because it pertains to all of the chapters thus far in this section of 
Tractatus TH. 


ie 


its eccentric. it will signify complete good as much as there is from it. 
And [this is the more so] if they are superior planets strong and oriental, 
and they are climbing to a greater distance! or to their own auge, or 
they are swift in motion, and especially if they northerly;” because then 
the matter will turn out better, more completely, more swiftly, and with 
less effort. But if they are oriental and weak, or going toward debility, 
or they are descending in any of the aforesaid circles, they signify the 
accomplishment of the matter but with effort and force, more slowly 
and with concern, and with some kind of diminution; and this is so in 
nativities just as in questions. If indeed they are occidental they 
diminish the good again. And if they are occidental and weak they 
diminish again more of what they signify. And if they are retrograde or 
combust, they diminish more yet again, and with effort, force, and 
concern, and they will give with distress that which they are bound to 
give, especially if they are southerly.’ 


Concerning the Dustoria or Hayz of the Planets. 
Chapter VIE 


Alchabitius said that a planet is then said to be in its Dustoria when it 
is in its Hayz or in its similitude, that is, so that a masculine planet is 
in a masculine sign, and a feminine planet in a feminine sign, and a 
diurnal planet in the daytime above the earth, and in the night under the 
earth, and a nocturnal planet in the nighttime above the earth, and in the 
daytime below the earth; and in the day it should be oriental of the Sun 
and in the night occidental of the Moon.‘ And [it is] such that a planet 
may be in one of the angles of the Ascendant,’ and one of the 


' From the earth. 

? In latitude. 

3 In latitude. 

4 This does not appear to be the same usage of these terms as we find in 
the discussion of Almuguea. 

5 That is, houses 1, 4, 7, and 10. It might seem to the reader that the 
phrase “of the Ascendant” is superfluous, as all angular house should be angles 
of the Ascendant. But this is not the case. Any point considered as Horoscopus 
(i.e., considered as marking a first house of some kind) would have its own 
angles, the Ist, 4th, 7th, and 10th houses from itself. 


luminaries is in one of the angles in the square of that planet. 

As an example, let the fifth degree of Taurus be the Ascendant 
which is then the first house; it is necessary for this [condition] then 
that the planet be in the fourth or the tenth house from the Ascendant, 
that it is in an angle of the Ascendant, to wit, in the fifth degree of a 
sign comprising that house such that three signs fall between those 
houses and the Ascendant, and some luminary is in the square of that 
planet such that 90 degrees fall between them, to wit, between the 
planet and the luminary.’ 

Dustoria is also indicated in another manner, and it is understood 
as dextration’ or security, this is when a planet is oriental from the Sun 
in the daytime, and occidental from the Moon in the night. [A planet 
should be] oriental from the Sun so that it rises before him, and 
occidental from the Moon so that it sets before her,* such that there are 
60 degrees between the planet and the Sun or Moon. 

And similarly a luminary is in its Hayz, namely, the Sun in the 
daytime above the earth and in the night under the earth;° and the Moon 
necessarily has the condition in this way, in the night above the earth, 
and in the day under the earth. 

And therefore the sages said that a planet is safe from the rays of 
the luminaries, because from the place where a planet enters under the 
rays of the Sun such that it is covered by them, it is called combust 


1 This last is item appears to be a condition of Dustoria which is not 
related to Hayz. 

2 What is interesting here is that it seems to be irrespective of the house 
system which elsewhere in Bonatti seems to be the Alchabitius system which 
has unequal quadrants like most modern systems. This seems to be a survival 
of equal or whole-sign house reasoning. 

3 Dexteratio, read as a variant of dextratio. It means ‘movement to the 
right’. I have only anglicized the Latin because the English translation of this 
word has no clear meaning in this context. 

4 Something is clearly wrong here! Setting before the Moon would seem 
to be the same relationship as rising before the Sun. Anything that rises before 
something also sets before it. Unfortunately at this time we cannot reconstruct 
the sense of what is meant. 

5 There is something wrong here also. The Sun cannot possibly be in its 
Hayz when it is beiow the earth at night, as well as above it in the daytime for 
then the Sun would always be in Hayz. What Bonatti says here is certainly true 
for the other diurnal planets, but cannot be for the Sun! This whole section is 
a clear example of how the doctrine of sect became unclear and confused in the 
Middle Ages. 
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until it goes forth from under his rays and it appears. And when it 
begins to enter under the rays, it is said that it begins to be combust or 
to have fallen into combustion; and while it is under the rays near to the 
Sun by 12 degrees going toward him, if it is one of the inferior planets 
or is separated, receding from him by two degrees or less, or if it is one 
of the superior planets, and the Sun goes toward it and he is near to it 
by 12 degrees, or if the Sun has left [the planet] after himself by two 
degrees or less, it is called oppressed. And when a planet is with the 
Sun within one degree such that there are between them 16 minutes or 
less both by longitude and by latitude, which rarely happens, it is said 
to be united, and then it becomes strong because it is said to be in the 
furnace' of the Sun, that is, in his heart.? And many of those who have 
treated of the stars, and especially of my time, have agreed in this, that 
when a planet stands apart from the Sun by 16 minutes or less, it 
becomes strong and is said to be in the heart of the Sun. I myself am 
in agreement with them but not in a simple way; because in order that 
a planet may be in the furnace or heart of the Sun, it is necessary that 
the planet be separated from the Sun at less than 16 minutes according 
to longitude and according to latitude, and this was the intention of the 
philosophers; because if a planet stands apart from the Sun by longitude 
less than 16 minutes, and stands apart more than 16 minutes according 
to latitude, it is nonetheless combust,> because the difference between 
combustion in latitude and combustion of longitude is almost 
imperceptible. 

And Alchabitius said that when a planet goes beyond that same 
union, to wit, the three superior planets remain beyond the Sun by 5 
degrees, and the inferior planets are elongated from the Sun by 5 
degrees, it is said to have escaped,‘ whether they are direct or 
retrograde. And the philosophers said this for greater caution and for a 
more sure certainty lest they might be deceived in something. I myself 
believe that a planet has escaped as of the place where it is separated 
from the Sun by 2 degrees or beyond, whether it is [going] forwards or 
backwards.’ And a planet which has escaped is said [to be] in the 
likeness of a sick man whom the fever has left, and yet however he is 


| caminus. 

? This is the condition known as cazimi, another corrupted Arabic word. 
3 As opposed to cazimi. 

* evasus. 

* sive ante fuerit sive retro. 


not recovered such that he is called delivered [from the illness], nor has 
he been delivered completely; nevertheless he is beyond danger up to 
the time that he recovers; afterwards he is called delivered. And thus it 
is with regard to a planet; when that planet enters combustion, it is just 
as the sick man who begins to grow ill. And when it is in the ultimate 
combustion, it is just like the sick man when he is in a state of 
paroxysm, which happens when the fever is about to come upon [him] 
and it is just now in the process of happening.’ And when the planet has 
separated from the Sun up to 2 degrees, it is like the sick man upon 
whom the crisis has come, and it has not been wholly finished inasmuch 
as [there are still] sweating, sleeping, flux, and the like things which 
make a crisis. And when the planet is away from those 2 degrees up to 
another three, namely, that which completes 5 degrees, the planet is like 
the sick man upon whom the crisis has come and it is now finished. 
And when the planet is elongated* away from those 5 degrees from the 
Sun to when it goes forth from under the rays, it is like the sick man 
whose illness has ceased and manifestly been diminished; and the planet 
is completely free from combustion just as the sick man is completely 
free of the illness, but has not wholly resumed his previous strength; but 
he is secure from his illness. 


Concerning the Three Superior Planets from the Place Where 
They Appear from under the Sun's Rays. 
Chapter VII 


After Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars appear from under the rays of the Sun, 
and are completely beyond combustion such that they may be seen in 
the morning in the east before the Sun, they are called oriental and 
dexter‘ until they come to the opposition of the Sun. And their strength 
is increased until they elongated from the body of the Sun by 30 
degrees. From there to another 30 degrees such that their distance from 
the Sun is 60 degrees, they are oriental and strong. From those 60 


' quando febris est superventura et est ium ut in fieri. 

? ab illis .5. gradibus elongationis a sole . . . , literally “of an elongation 
from those 5 degrees from the Sun . . .” 

3 For some reason this chapter and the next chapter recapitulate what has 
already been said in chapters v and vi. 

* That is, dexter from the point of view of the Sun. 
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degrees forward they are oriental going toward debility until they come 
to the first station, and begin to go retrograde. From the first station 
forward until the Sun opposes them in a straight line to the degree, they 
are oriental retrograde. But after the Sun has gone beyond them 
through the opposition they are occidental retrograde until they come 
to the second station, and they begin to go direct. And from there until 
the Sun approaches them by 30 degrees, the are occidental and strong. 
From there forward until the Sun approaches them by 15 degrees, they 
are called occidental going toward debility. Afterwards they are 
occidental and weak until they enter under the rays of the Sun. From 
there forward they are occidental combust until they come into the same 
degree with the Sun. When they are in the opposition of the Sun, they 
are called opposed. And when they pass beyond the opposition, they are 
called occidental and sinister. This is a certain kind of impediment and 
not a slight one for them because they begin to fear lest they again 
come to combustion just as one whom! someone pursues is afraid when 
he begins to grow tired in flight, and he sees the one who pursues him 
already catching up to him down the road, and he sees that the person 
is swifter than himself, and that he is coming nearer to him. and he 
fears that he will not be able to escape that person's hand. 


Concerning Venus and Mercury When They Are Separated from the 
Sun. 


Venus and Mercury, however, from the point where they are separated 
from the Sun [while] retrograde, are oriental until they come to the first 
station and begin to go direct.? From the direct station, however, 
forward until they are elongated as much as they were distant from the 
Sun when they began to go retrograde, they are oriental and strong. 
Then until they come near to the Sun by twenty degrees, they are 
oriental and weak until they go under the Sun's rays. After they are 
under the rays, they are oriental combust until they are united with the 
Sun. And Alchabitius said that then they are combust going toward 
appearance until they are seen. And until they are separated from the 
Sun going direct, they are called occidental and strong until they come 
to the retrograde station. And from the point where they begin to go 
retrograde until they are again united with the Sun, they are called 


' Reading quem for the text's qui. 
? Calling the direct station the first station is a bit unusual. 
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occidental and weak. And he said that when a planet goes forth from 
under the rays of the Sun. and it is joined to none of the planets, it is 
said that the planet is in its‘own light.’ This is the [discussion of the] 
condition of the planets with the luminaries. 


Concerning the Conjunction of the Planets According to 
Latitude. 
Chapter IX 


Mention has been made in the preceding of the conjunction of planets, 
and that [particular] mention [was made] regarding the conjunction of 
these according to longitude by considering that conjunction from the 
east to the west, or vice versa.’ Now however it remains to speak of the 
conjunction of these according to latitude, and that [kind of] conjunction 
which happens between the planets is from the south to the north, or 
vice versa, or on either side [of the ecliptic]. There is a joining together’ 
of latitude when one of the planets is joined together with another 
according to its latitude, namely, such that if one planet is joining 
together with another by its body, and they are both in one degree, there 
will be a joining together of these planets by latitude, and that joining 
or application will be equal whether northern or southern, when the 
latitude of each of them is at one and the same degree.‘ If there is a 
joining together of these by opposition, they will be equal in their 
latitude in this manner, namely, such that the latitude of one is 
ascending into the north and of the other into the south. And although 
that sentence may seem difficult to understand, nevertheless it is in 
itself easy, because when a planet goes toward a greater latitude, then 


' See page 70, note 5 

? That is, horizontally with regard to the ecliptic rather than vertically in 
latitude. 

3 coniunctio. It seemed preferable to use the literal transiation of the word 
here rather than the English word ‘conjunction’. 

4 partem. This is an example of the use of pars as a word for degree, as 
opposed to gradus. The preceding sentence is of course a definition of what we 
would call a parallel of latitude. 

5 Et si fuerit eorum coniunctio per oppositionem erunt latitudinis eorum 
equales ita, scilicet, ut latitudo unius sit ascendens in sepientrionem et alterius 
ascendens in meridionem. This is a definition of what we would cail a contra- 
parallel of latitude. 
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it is ascending into the north.' But it is necessary with regard to this that 
one of them be joined together with the other by opposition because one 
is one quarter of its epicycle and the other is in the quarter of its own 
epicycle opposite to it. All other joinings together which happen in a 
mode other than that are joinings of longitude” and not of latitude. And 
that mode is such that one planet is northern ascending into the north 
and the other is southern descending into the south. This is joining 
together in latitude. However, those who are wise in this art and 
especially those who use almanacs do not much care for this joining 
together in latitude in their judgments. This does not seem proper to me 
especially in great matters that are done such as nativities, universal 
questions, revolutions of the years, and similar matters. 


Concerning the Voiding of the Course’ of the Planets. 
Chapter X 


After one planet has been joined to another, and their joining together 
has been completed, and after that perfection has been completed such 
that one of them has separated from the other, and after the separation 
the planet is joined to no other planet, it is called Void in Course 
because then it runs alone. And its condition will remain Void in Course 
until the planet is joined to another, or seeks conjunction, as has been 
said elsewhere; and this is a kind of impediment for the planet. 

And Alchabitius said that as long as a planet is alone in a sign, and 
another planet does not aspect that sign, it is said that the planet is 
Feral or Rustic;* and this is likewise a great impediment for the planet 
and is a very horrible thing. 


| For a proper “joining together” it is necessary that the aspect be applying. 
Therefore the north latitude planet should be increasing in northern latitude 
while the south declination planet is increasing in southern latitude. This makes 
the “opposition” an applying one. 

2 That is, conventional aspects. 

3 evacuatio cursus. This is what is usually translated as “void of course.” 
We have translated it a bit differently because the usual English translation is 
somewhat misleading. The original Greek for this expression means something 
more like “running in emptiness.” From the Medieval point of view, the 
“emptiness” is the lack of rays for the iaoon to apply to in the remainder of the 
sign through which it is transiting. 

4 agrestis. 


Concerning the Transfer of the Nature of the Planets. 
Chapter XI 


It was the opinion of certain philosophers that one planet fully transfers 
the nature of another planet to [yet] another. For they have said that 
when a swift planet is separated from a ponderous planet and is joined 
to another (either more or less ponderous than itself), it transfers the 
nature of the first [more ponderous planet] to the second. 

I reveal candidly that this in some measure seems obscure to me, 
thus: It does not seem probable that, despite that fact that one planet is 
joined to another, it would give to that planet its own virtue, or entrust 
its own nature or disposition to that planet unless it is joined to it by 
means of some one of its own dignities. [This is] according to that 
which the philosopher said, that a planet does not give something in a 
place in which it promises nothing. Wherefore, if [one] planet does not 
give to [another] planet its own nature or virtue, it does not seem that 
the planet can carry the nature of a second planet to another. Also if a 
planet might give or commit its nature on its own behalf, by the same 
reason it does not seem that it would give to another unless it is joined 
to that same planet according to one of its own dignities. And I believe 
that this was the intention of those philosophers although they have not 
expressed it. 

But if a swift planet should be joined to a ponderous planet by 
some dignity of the ponderous planet, the ponderous planet commits its 
own nature and disposition to the swift planet, and the swift planet can 
carry that nature with it until it is joined to another planet which it may 
find in some dignity of its own, and it commits to that planet that which 
it had received, unless perhaps that virtue should lie hidden from the 
conjunction of another so that the planet does not entrust the virtue for 
itself; for it does not seem probable that any planet should give what it 
has acquired to something that is unknown to it in a land that is alien 
to it! 


' Sed si planeta levis iungeretur planete ponderoso de aliqua dignitate 
ponderosi committeret ei ponderosus naturam et dispositionem suam et posset 
eam portare secum donec iungeretur alteri planete quem inveniret in aliqua sua 
dignitate et illi committeret quod acceperat nisi forte deliteret ex coniunctione 
alterius illa virtus licet non committeret eam sibi: non enim videtur verisimile 
quod aliquis det ignoto in terra aliena quod acquisivit sibi. A second planet 
which is not in the dignity of a first planet (in terra aliena) is an unknown 
(ignoto) to the first planet. Hence the first planet would be unlikely to entrust 
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However because these persons were wiser than I am, their sayings 
ought to be sustained whatever their intention may have been. And they 
have said that [one] planet carries the nature of a [second] planet to 
[yet] another planet according to such an example [as that which 
follows.] 

The Moon was joined to Venus in one sign and in one degree such 
that she is located in the fourth degree of Taurus, and when she was 
separated from Venus, she is joined to Mars in the 6th degree of that 
same Taurus (or it might be in any other degree). Mars is more 
ponderous than Venus, or Mercury, which [in turn] is lighter than the 
Moon. Now the Moon transfers the nature of Venus to Mars (or to any 
other planet which she may find first, or to which she is first joined). 
For Venus commits her nature and disposition to the Moon, and the 
Moon commits that which had been committed to herself by Venus to 
that planet which she first finds or to which she was first joined. 

And they have said that there is another mode of the Transfer of 
Nature of a planet to another, namely, such that a swift planet is joined 
to a more ponderous planet, and that ponderous planet is joined to [yet] 
another more ponderous than itself, but the ponderous planet which is 
the middle one [in speed] between the swift and the more ponderous 
planet transfers the nature of the swift to the more ponderous planet. 

For example, Mercury was joined to Venus in the 10th degree of 
Pisces (or in any other degree), and after the separation from Venus he 
was joined to the Sun in the 12th degree of Pisces (or in any other 
degree), and the Sun likewise is joined to Mars in the [4th degree of 
that same Pisces (or in any other degree provided that the degrees are 
in the same relative relationship to one another); now Mercury transfers 
the nature of Venus to the Sun, and the Sun transfers it to Mars. 

But if neither of the two more ponderous planets is joined by itself 
to a planet, but both are joined at one and the same time to one planet, 
then that third planet is designated the one which returns their light to 
that location of the circle which that third planet aspects. And this is 
called a Return of Light according to such an example as that which 
follows. 

Mercury was separated from Venus from the tenth degree of Pisces 
(or any other degree), and after the separation from Venus, he is joined 
to the Sun and Mars in the 12th degree of that same Pisces (or any 
other degree), and they themselves are joined to Jupiter in the 13th 


anything to it. 
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degree of that same Pisces (or any other degree), but Jupiter is joined 
to no other planet, at this time Jupiter transfers the light of Venus to 
that location of the circle which Jupiter himself aspects, to wit, the 13th 
degree of Taurus by sextile aspect before him, to the 13th degree of 
Gemini by square aspect, to the 13th degree of Cancer by trine aspect, 
and to the 13th degree of Capricorn by sextile aspect backwards, to the 
13th degree of Sagittarius by square aspect, and to the 13th degree of 
Scorpio by trine aspect. 


Concerning the Return’ of the Light of the Planets and its 
Abscission.” 
Chapter XII 


Having spoken of the transfer of the nature of the planets, there remains 
to say something about the Return of Light and its Abscission. And this 
is such that if one planet seeks the conjunction of another, but is not 
joined to it completely, and at the same time another planet beyond 
those two is joined first to that planet of which the first was seeking 
conjunction, and that third planet gives back the light of the third to the 
first, this is called the Return of Light, and it is called its Abscission. 

For example, let it be posited that the Sun is in the 12th degree of 
Cancer, and Saturn in the 18th degree of Libra, and Jupiter in the 15th 
degree of Gemini; at this point the Sun is seeking the conjunction of 
Saturn by the square aspect, but Jupiter, which is nearer the joining 
together with Saturn than the Sun, is joining to Saturn by the trine 
aspect and it cuts off the light of the Sun from Saturn; and this is called 
the Abscission of Light. 

And it is likewise called the Return of Light because Satum gives 
back light to the Sun because it has already begun to receive [the light] 
from the Sun,’ and it receives the light of Jupiter which is nearer to it, 
since it is in the 15th degree of the sign in which it is, and the Sun is 
only in the 12th degree of the sign in which it is. In this way a matter 
about which a question has been made or about which one has hope can 


' redditus. ‘To give back’ not ‘to go back’. The traditional English term 
is somewhat confusing. In what follows the phrase ‘give back’ is used wherever 
possible to convey the proper meaning of redditus. 

? Or cutting off. 

3 By means of the Sun and Saturn's orbs of light 
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be destroyed. And this happens by a way which some merchants do (or 
others whomever you will who are accustomed to buy or sell things); 
for one person seeks to buy something for himself from someone else, 
and that one who seeks [to purchase] the thing hopes that he will have 
the item in the manner by which he seeks it, and he does not think that 
anyone else will intervene concerning the item; and then there comes 
another person from another quarter,’ and gives something more to the 
seller than the first one had promised him, and that other person gets 
the item; [thus] he frustrates the dealings (or does something else to 
interpose himself such that he frustrates the dealings) for the first 
person, and acquires the thing for himself. And this is something that 
one must strongly consider in questions because matters are often 
frustrated even when they seem to be straightforward. And you should 
know that Returns of Light are considered according to aspect. But the 
Transferal of Nature or Virtue is considered according to [both] bodily 
conjunction and according to aspect, but for the most part according to 
bodily conjunction. 


Concerning the Prohibition of Conjunction, and Why Sometimes 
Matters Are Not Perfected. 
Chapter XII 


Prohibition of Conjunction so that matters are sometimes not perfected 
happens in two ways. Of these the first is when three planets are in one 
sign in different degrees; and the more ponderous planet is greater in 
degrees than the others; and one of the other two seeks conjunction with 
that more ponderous planet; between the more ponderous planet and that 
planet which seeks the conjunction there is that other [third] planet in 
the middle. That planet which is in the middle prohibits the planet 
which is the lesser in degrees so that it is not joined to the other planet 
which is greater in degrees than both of those; nor does [the first planet] 
join to the third planet until the middle planet passes beyond the 
conjunction with the heavier planet and releases that planet after itself. 

For example, the Sun was ia the 10th degree of Capricorn and 
Mars was in the 14th degree of that same Capricorn, and Jupiter was in 
the 16th degree of the same sign; now the Sun was seeking to be joined 


1 


field.” 


ex transverso. This essentially is the equivalent of our “from out of lef 
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to Jupiter, but Mars, which was between them, to wit, nearer to Jupiter 
than the Sun, prohibited so that the Sun was not joined to Jupiter, and 
Mars himself was joined to Jupiter. And in this way Mars did not cease 
to prohibit the conjunction of the Sun with Jupiter until he himself went 
beyond Jupiter and released Jupiter after himself. Then the Sun [began 
to be] joined to Jupiter from the point where Mars had gone beyond 
Jupiter; wherefore if a matter about which someone made inquiry has 
not been utterly and completely destroyed, it could be perfected when 
they have been conjoined, namely, the Sun with Jupiter. 

The second mode is such that two planets are in one sign, and the 
swift planet is joined to a ponderous planet bodily {and] also another 
planet is joined to the ponderous planet by aspect from a degree like 
[the one] from which that [first] planet (which is in the same sign with 
the ponderous planet) is joined to it; but that planet which is joined to 
the ponderous planet in the same sign annuls the conjunction of the 
aspecting planet, and prohibits the planet from conjoining the ponderous 
planet; [this is] because the bodily conjunction is stronger than the 
aspectual. 

For example, Venus was in the 4th degree of Aries and Mars in the 
9th degree of that same Aries, and the Moon which desired to join 
herself to Mars by aspect [was] in the fourth degree of Aquarius, and 
she would be joined to him unless another impeded; but Venus, which 
was joined to Mars bodily prohibited the conjunction of the Moon with 
Mars for the aforesaid reason, namely, that the bodily conjunction 
destroys the aspect, but the aspect does not destroy the bodily 
conjunction. It would be otherwise if the planet aspecting were greater 
in degrees in its own sign than that planet which is joined by body, 
because then there would be a conjunction of the pianet which made the 
aspect, and not of the planet making the bodily conjunction according 
to the [following] example. 

Venus was, as I have said, in the 4th degree of Aries, and Mars in 
the 9th degree of that same Aries, and the Moon in the 6th degree of 
Aquarius; at this time the Moon is joined to Mars and annuls the 
conjunction of Venus with Mars because the Moon aspects Mars from 
a degree nearer than [that from which} Venus was joined.” 


' That is, in the degrees of their respective signs with the same number. 
2 The idea here is that the application of the Moon cannot be considered 
as having begun until the Moon is past the degree of the Venus. 


[On the Donation of Virtue, or Reception]' 


And it is said that if a planet is joined with the lord of the sign in which 
it is, or with the lord of the exaltation of the same sign, or with the lord 
of the bound or triplicity or face, either bodily or by aspect, that planet 
which is the lord of the sign or of some other dignity commits and 
gives to the planet its own disposition, nature and virtue.? However, this 
is true [only] if it is joined with the lord of the domicile or exaltation, 
or with the lord of two of the other, lesser dignities, to wit, with [a 
planet which is] the lord of the bound and triplicity, or with the lord of 
the bound and face, or with the lord of the face and triplicity. But if a 
planet is joined with the lord of the bound, or with the lord of the 
triplicity, or with the lord of the face, the lord according to one of these 
lesser dignities alone does not receive a planet because one of these 
lords [by a single dignity] is not able to make a reception without a 
small measure® of another [dignity]. One planet which receives another 
from these dignities by any aspect other than by conjunction, as I have 
said, commits its own disposition to it even if the planets would 
[otherwise] have been hostile. 

For example, the Moon was in the 3rd degree of Aries, and Mars, 
which is the lord of Aries, was in the 8th degree of Gemini, Cancer, or 
Leo before the Moon, or Aquarius, Capricorn, or Sagittarius after the 
Moon; now the Moon was joined to Mars by aspect and Mars received 
her by his domicile, and committed his own virtue and disposition to 
her. Or the Moon was in the said 3rd degree of Aries and the Sun, 


' This heading is not in the original but the material which follows is 
completely separate from the material which precedes it. Also this material is 
extremely important and needs to be in the table of contents. 

? This is an extremely important statement. Note that the text says nothing 
about transmitting dignity. What is transmitted from the ruler to the ruled (or 
from the receiver to the received) is the “disposition, nature and virtue” of the 
ruler. This makes it clear that a ruler could transmit debility as well as dignity 
to the ruled planet. Now this is not especially news until one considers that in 
evaluating the dignity score of a planet in the Arabic manner, if the planet is 
received by a ruler, the score of the ruler should be combined with the score of 
the ruled planet. This is very much contrary to 17th century practice. See note 
1, page85 below. 

3 sine aminiculo. Aminiculum is an undocumented word which appears to 
be derived from hemina or mina which is a measure of something. The ending 
would merely indicate a diminutive form. 
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which is the lord or Aries by exaltation, was in the 8th or in the 9th 
degree of Gemini, Cancer, or Leo before the Moon, or in the 8th or 9th 
degree of Aquarius, or Capricorn, or Sagittarius after the Moon; the 
Moon was joined to the Sun by aspect, and the Sun received her by his 
exaltation, and committed to her his strength. Or the Moon was in said 
3rd degree of Aries, and Jupiter, which is the lord of the first bound of 
Aries, was in the 5th degree of Gemini, Cancer, or Leo before the 
Moon, or in the Sth degree of Aquarius, Capricorn, or Sagittarius after 
the Moon; at this time the Moon was joined to Jupiter by aspect, and 
Jupiter himself received her by his bound and triplicity, and he 
committed his own virtue and disposition to her as if he received her 
from domicile or exaltation. This is the commission or donation of 
virtue and disposition of a planet. But if the Moon were joined to 
Saturn, which is a triplicity lord of Aries,' and [Saturn] were to have in 
that place no other dignity, he would not receive her because he does 
not have there [any dignity] except this one of the minor dignities; by 
means of this a perfect reception cannot be made. 

However Alchabitius seems to want to say that a planet which is 
in the domicile or exaltation or in any dignity of some planet, if it is 
joined to that planet, that planet (whose dignity it is) gives and commits 
is own nature to that first planet; his opinion I do not contradict, nor do 
I say that it must be cast aside because he is the one who is the 
introducer, wherefore he must be upheld more so than if another had 
spoken; and because he has been the best in introducing [these matters. ] 
And he said that when a planet should be in any of its own dignities 
and it should be conjoined with some planet by body, that [first] planet 
will give to the second planet his own strength; and this is likewise 
explained by the aforementioned reason. And if a planet is in one of its 
own dignities such that another planet has some dignity there, and the 
second planet is joined to the first planet in that dignity, the second 
planet gives its own strength so that the [first] planet to which it is 
joined has the strength or virtue of both. 

For example, Jupiter was in the 9th degree of Aries, and Mars was 
in the Sth degree of that same Aries; now Mars is joined to Jupiter and 
Mars receives Jupiter by his domicile; wherefore Mars commits to 
Jupiter his own strength or disposition and nature; and Jupiter has in 
that place the dignity of triplicity wherefore Jupiter now has the dignity 
of both, namely, that which Jupiter has according to triplicity and that 


' The third, or participating, triplicity lord. 
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which Mars gave him according to domicile, and that commixture 
which Mars makes with him is called a reception which the philoso- 
phers call Alcobol.' 


Concerning the Return’ of Virtue When a Planet Gives Back to 
That Planet Which Has Given to It. 
Chapter XIV. 


When a planet is joined to another and gives or commits its own virtue 
or disposition, and that planet to which the virtue or disposition is given 
is retrograde or combust, it is not able to retain the virtue, wherefore it 
gives it back to that planet which gave the virtue to it because it cannot 
retain the virtue due to the debility which it possesses due to that 
retrogradation or combustion. Then if they are both in angles or in the 
succedents of the angles, that returning will be good and useful and 
with benefit. And if that planet which is being conjoined with the other 
in an angle, and that planet to which it is joined receives it, whether it 
is in an angle or the in the succedent of an angle, the return will be [a 
return] with benefit and utility. 

For example, let it be posited that Jupiter was in Aries in the tenth 
degree but he was retrograde or combust, and he was in an angle; let it 
be posited that the Ascendant was the fifth degree of that same Aries 
and Mars was in the fourth degree of Capricorn in the angle of the tenth 
house, or was in Aquarius in the fourth degree in the succedent of the 
angle of the tenth]; Mars was joined to Jupiter by aspect and was 
receiving Jupiter according to his own domicile, and committed his 
disposition and virtue to Jupiter; but Jupiter (because he was retrograde) 
was not able to retain that power, wherefore Jupiter gave back that 
virtue to Mars; and such a returning was good and useful with benefit 
because Mars was in an angle or succedent to an angle such that he 


' Since Bonatti uses the dignity weighting system common among Arabic 
writers, domicile = 5 points, exaltation = 4, etc., it seems that he is advocating 
actually combing the dignity scores. In the instance given here, he seems to be 
saying that Jupiter would have a dignity score of 8 points, 3 on its own as 
triplicity lord, and 5 from being received by Mars which has 5 points in its own 
right as domicile lord. In this explanation only the bodily conjunction seems to 
be allowed for this to happens, but it is not clear whether Bonatti intends to 
exclude aspectual conjunctions. 

? redditus. Again ‘return’ in the sense of ‘giving back’. 
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could well retain properly that virtue which was given back to him; and 
afterward the entirety of the virtue remained with Mars such that a 
matter about which there was a question would be well benefited by 
Mars' virtue and his power. 

But if the planet which is joined, to wit, the swift planet, or the 
planet to which virtue is given back, is cadent from the angle anywhere, 
[and] the ponderous planet or that planet which gives back the virtue is 
either in an angle or in a succedent or cadent house, the return will be 
useless, evil, and with detriment. 

For example, the Ascendant was the 14th degree of Taurus, and 
Jupiter in the 4th degree of Aries cadent from the angle, and Mars in 
the third degree of Cancer, likewise cadent; and Mars receives Jupiter 
and commits to him his disposition; but Jupiter, because he was cadent 
from the angle, cannot retain the virtue committed to him by Mars, 
wherefore he gives that virtue back to Mars; but Mars, because he was 
likewise cadent from the angle, could not retain the virtue given back 
to him by Jupiter because of his weakness in being cadent from an 
angle, which was rather to detriment than to advantage. [Let there be] 
for an example a certain person who had a bundle! on his shoulder who 
was not able to carry [it]; he gave the bundle to another and that one 
gave it back to the first man who was not strong enough to carry it; that 
giving back was not advantageous but injurious for him. And in this 
way a matter about which there was a question was destroyed and 
annulled (if a question were to be made about some subject) because of 
the weakness of Jupiter which could not retain the virtue committed to 
him by Mars; however with Mars weakened, he could not retain what 
was given back to him by Jupiter, nor could he bring to matter to an 
outcome; and this caused the weakness’ of both. 

I myself have found some persons who seemed to me to be 
different from others, and these were of their own peculiar opinion, 
because they did not believe that the Return of Virtue or Disposition 
was anything,’ such as that tyrant Ycilinus de Romano‘ and such as a 


1 Reading fascem for fassem. Fassis means ‘scythe’ while fascis means 
‘bundle’. A scythe could be very heavy but a bundle seems more appropriate 
to the context. 

? Reading debilitatem for debilitas. 

3 That is, anything of significance. 

4 This somewhat mysterious character has been identified by Robert 
Zoller's researches as one Eccelino (or Ezzelino) da Romano. He was a 
Ghibelline (follower of the Holy Roman Emperors, as opposed to the Guelphs 
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certain astrologer of his by the name of Salionus, whom I believe 
agreed with him out of fear rather than because he believed that it was 
so. I believe that this was because Ycilinus had a certain brother of 
Salionus in shackles, concerning whom Salionus feared that Ycilinus 
would kill him. He said that the Moon and each light planet received 
the nature of that planet to which it was joined, and that each ponderous 
planet gave its own virtue to the swift planet whether it received it or 
not, and he held many other erroneous opinions. 


Concerning the Refrenation’ of the Planets. 
Chapter XV 


One planet is restrained from the conjunction of another in this manner, 
namely, when any one of the planets desires to be conjoined with 
another planet or to be applied to it, and [that planet] supposes [that it 
will] perfect that conjunction, and meanwhile, before that conjunction 
is perfected, retrogradation happens with the planet, and so the 
conjunction which the planet sought (and which the planet supposed it 
would perfect) is not perfected; [it is] as if someone holding the reins 
restrains a horse that wants to run and does not permit the horse to run 
where the horse intends. Wherefore it is said that a planet is restrained 
from a conjunction with another planet. 


who were followers of the Papacy) and a loyal follower of the emperor 
Frederick II. He was born on April 25, 1194 and died on October 7, 1259. 
Although an unusually loyal follower of the Ghibeline cause in an age of 
general betrayal, he acquired a ferocious reputation for cruelty which earned 
him a place in Dante's Inferno (an “honor” bestowed on Bonatti as well). His 
enmity with the Pope caused him to be excommunicated and a crusade was 
proclaimed against him. 

One might be inclined to attribute his reputation to propaganda except that 
Bonatti was also a Ghibelline, therefore he would not have the same reason to 
support mere propaganda that a Guelph such as Dante would have had. 
Eccelino's death was essentially a suicide. He was captured at the age of 65 in 
the battle of Cassano on Sept. 27, 1259, and, enraged at being captured, refused 
all medical assistance and food until he died. (Source: Encyclopedia Britannica, 
volume 8, Eleventh Edition, pp. 846, 847.] 

' This word comes from the Latin refreno which means ‘to check’, 
‘bridle’, ‘restrain’, or ‘curb’. We have kept the noun, ‘refranation’ because it 
is traditional, but the verbal forms will be translated as ‘restrain’. 
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For example, Jupiter was in the 16th degree of Pisces and Mars 
was in the seventh degree of that same sign desiring to be joined to 
Jupiter; but when Mars reached the 14th degree of Pisces, he became 
retrograde, wherefore that retrogration restrained Mars from Jupiter such 
that Mars could not perfect the conjunction, and all of his signification 
was annulled, such that if a querent were to think of completing some 
matter, he would be in the hope of completing it as long as Mars is 
direct; he might doubt and continually have conscious remorse lest the 
matter not be perfected, yet the hope that the matter will be perfected 
is greater than the suspicion of not perfecting it; and so he would not 
cease in the hope of perfecting it until retrogradation should happen to 
Mars; for then he loses hope that he will be able to complete the matter 
as planned. And this is properly called Refranation, which Alchabitius 
called Alicichae. 


Concerning the Contrariety of the Planets. 
Chapter XVI 


Sometimes Contrariety happens to the planets, and happens in this 
manner, namely, when a swift planet is into a sign by many degrees, 
and another, more ponderous planet is fewer in degrees than the swift 
one; and a third planet which is swifter than the first is again fewer in 
degrees than the ponderous planet [and it is] going toward the more 
ponderous planet desiring to be joined to it; but before the third planet 
is joined to the second planet, the other [first] planet which was greater 
in degrees than the others has become retrograde, and in that 
retrogradation [the first planet] has been joined to the [second] more 
ponderous planet before the [third] swift planet which was seeking 
conjunction; and afterwards, releasing that [second] more ponderous 
planet, by retrograding it is joined to the other [third] swift planet; then 
it destroys the conjunction of that [third] swift, direct planet which 
sought conjunction with the [second] more ponderous; and it aiso 
destroys the matter which was signified by that conjunction if the 
conjunction [of the third and second planets] would have [otherwise] 
been completed. 
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For example, Jupiter was in 26 degrees’ of Aquarius and Saturn in 
24 degrees of Aquarius, Mars in the same sign at 15 degrees seeking a 
conjunction with Saturn, desiring to be joined with him; meanwhile 
Jupiter became retrograde and was joined to Saturn by his retrogra- 
dation, and having passed beyond him in that retrogradation, released 
Saturn after himself, and by retrograding was joined a second time, [this 
time] to Mars; [Jupiter] did not permit Mars to be joined with Saturn. 
And this is called Contrariety, because Jupiter came to the contrary of 
that which he ought to have done, for Jupiter should have gone his way 
and not been joined to Saturn, because he is less ponderous than Saturn, 
and should have gone beyond him; on the contrary Mars, which pursued 
Saturn, should have been joined with him for he was less ponderous 
than Saturn and less ponderous than Jupiter. Wherefore, if a question is 
made about some matter which is signified as being bound to happen 
and to be perfected by the conjunction of Mars and Saturn, the matter 
is destroyed because of the retrogradation of Jupiter who was joined to 
Saturn by retrograding before the conjunction of Mars with Saturn was 
completed, even after the querent has thought the planet to be direct, 
and that the joining together ought to be perfected. 


Concerning the Frustration’ of the Conjunction of the Planets. 
Chapter XVII 


However the Frustration of the Conjunction of one planet by another 
happens in this way, namely, a [first] planet wishes to be conjoined with 
another [second] planet more ponderous than itself and seeks its 
conjunction in some sign; but [the second planet] is not able to be 
joined in that sign; to the contrary the [second] ponderous planet moves 
into another sign, and a certain other [third] planet aspects that [new] 


' 26. gradibus. Bonatti's usual practice is to describe a planet as being in 
the nth degree of a sign. Here is follows the somewhat more modern practice 
of giving planetary positions as being in so many degrees of a sign. The 26th 
degree of a sign would be a position between 25° (1' and 26° 00’. The notation 
Bonatti uses here would imply to a moder reader a position between 26° 00' 
and 26° 59’. I am not sure that we can assume that the modern reading of this 
position would be correct. I suspect that Bonatti is simply not rigorous about 
his notational terminology. 

? frustratio. This word means ‘deception’, ‘disappointment’, ‘frustration’ , 
‘delaying’, ‘keeping back’. 


89 


sign, so that the [second] planet to which the [first] previous planet 
wished to be joined first encounters the rays of the [third] planet which 
aspects so that it is joined to that [third] planet by aspect before the 
[first] planet which wished to be joined to the [second] ponderous planet 
can be joined to the ponderous planet; [this is] because the rays of that 
[third] planet which aspected were in the beginning of the sign so that 
it was necessary that the [second] planet whose conjunction the other 
[first] planet sought be first joined by the [third] aspecting planet rather 
than ‘be joined by that [first] planet which desired to be joined to the 
[second] planet by body. And thus that conjunction is destroyed or 
frustrated. Also so that you will understand more easily, I shall give you 
an example of this matter, because the text is very difficult. 

For example, Mars was in the 28th degree of Aries, and Venus was 
in the 17th degree of that same Aries seeking the conjunction of Mars; 
Jupiter was in the second degree of Cancer, and the rays of Jupiter were 
in the beginning of Taurus so that whenever Mars went out of Aries 
and touched some part of Taurus, he was joined into a connection with 
Jupiter by aspect before Venus could pursue Mars whose conjunction 
she had sought; and so Jupiter frustrated the conjunction of Venus with 
Mars such that Venus sought his conjunction in vain since she could not 
perfect the conjunction due to the encounter with the rays of Jupiter and 
his joining together with Mars. [This is] just as sometimes happens in 
cases of hunting when one of the hunters pursues a wild beast, and has 
followed it in order to seize it, when, before he can capture the wild 
beast, another hunter takes it, and in this way the first hunter is 
frustrated in his hunting. 

Wherefore if some question is made about some matter which 
seems that it should be perfected by the bodily conjunction of Venus 
with Mars, it is frustrated and destroyed by the aspectual conjunction of 
Mars with Jupiter. And so many times it happens when someone has 
labored and strived for a very long time that he might complete some 
matter, and he always believed and hoped that he could complete the 
matter; meanwhile unexpectedly another came and completed the matter 
without effort and took it away as in the following example. 

A question was made concerning marriage with Libra ascending, 
and Venus was in Aries desiring to join itself to Mars as has been said, 
and it seemed that Mars ought to receive her on account of Aries. And 
that person whose significator was Mars gave a good intention to her 
whose significatrix was Venus concerning the completion of that which 
he sought, and with good conscience proposing and believing that he 
would do what was sought by him. And with those words enduring 
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there appeared something else to do, which he had not contrived, which 
seemed very much more profitable for him, or he did not know how to 
speak of it, as often happens; and so he renounced that course of action 
which he had just now long tried, and accomplished that course of 
action unshaken which came upon him unexpectedly. 


Concerning the Abscission of the Light of One Planet by 
Another. 
Chapter XVIII 


The Abscission of the Light of one planet by another happens in this 
way, namely, such that if one planet should desire to be conjoined with 
another planet more ponderous than itself, and there should be another 
[third] planet in the second sign from the sign in which the [second] 
more ponderous planet is, before the first planet is conjoined with that 
[second] planet to which it wishes to be joined, which is the one more 
ponderous than it, a third planet more ponderous than all becomes 
retrograde and by retrograding is joined to the that [second] planet to 
which the first, swift planet desired to be joined. In this way the [third] 
more ponderous planet cuts off the light of the [first] swift planet from 
the other [second] planet which is less ponderous than itself, and it does 
not permit the conjunction to be perfected; and this way a matter about 
which a question has been asked is destroyed. 

For example, Mars was in the 24th degree of Aries, and the Sun in 
the 15th degree of Sagittarius seeking the conjunction with Mars, and 
wishing to be conjoined to him by aspect, and the Sun projected his 
light upon the light of Mars. Jupiter was in the third degree of Taurus, 
and in the meantime became retrograde; and Jupiter was joined to Mars 
in its retrogradation before the Sun could perfect his own conjunction 
with Mars. Jupiter has cut of the light of the Sun from Mars and so the 
conjunction [of the Sun with Mars] is destroyed and annulled. 
Wherefore, if there is a question about some matter which seems that 
it should be perfected by the conjunction of the Sun and Mars, it would 
be destroyed because of the conjunction of Jupiter with Mars. 

And the Abscission of the Light of one planet from another planet 
also happens in another way, namely, such that if some [first] planet 
seeks conjunction with another [second planet] more ponderous than 
itself, and that [second] more ponderous planet likewise seeks 
conjunction with another [third planet] more ponderous than itself, and 
before the first, swift planet is joined to the second more ponderous 
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planet, the [second] ponderous planet is joined to the other, to wit, to 
the third planet more ponderous than it; in this way the third planet cuts 
off the light of the second planet from the first, and in this way the 
cause which was signified by that conjunction is destroyed, just as was 
said above. 

For example, Mercury was in the 10th degree of Aries (or [it could 
be] of any other sign) seeking conjunction with Venus, which was in 
the 20th degree of the same sign; and Mars was in the 22nd degree of 
the same sign to which Venus was joined before Mercury could be 
joined to her; in this way Mars cut off the light of Venus from [the 
joining of] Mercury with Venus. 


In Which Places Planets Become Strong, and in Which Weak, 
and in Which They Become Fortunate and in Which 
Unfortunate.' 

Chapter XIV 


There are certain places in which planets are strengthened and become 
strong, and certain places in which they become weak, and certain 
places where they become good and fortunate. For the places in which 
they become strong and fortunate are these, to wit, when they are in the 
aspects of good planets, and in the trine, sextile, or even the square, and 
especially if the aspect is with reception, because then they become 
fortunate even if they are malefics. [This happens also] when they are 
in places in which the malefic planets are cadent from them such that 
they are not joined to the malefics, nor the malefics to them. And [this 
happens also] when they are separated from fortunes and joined to 
fortunes, or they are between two fortunes, or are between the rays of 
two fortunate planets. 

For example, Jupiter was in the 10th degree of Aries, and Venus 
was in the 20th degree of Sagittarius, and the Moon in the 15th degree 
of Leo; now the Moon was separating from Jupiter by the trine aspect 
which is made by Aries and Leo, and she was joined to Venus likewise 
by the trine aspect which is made from Leo to Sagittarius. 


' This chapter and the next one are summaries of all of the material thus 
far in this section which pertains to dignities and debilities. But despite the title 
this chapter only deals with the good and strengthening factors. The next 
chapter deals with the negative factors. 
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[This happens also] when they are in houses in which they rejoice, 
namely, Saturn in the twelfth (as has been said elsewhere), Jupiter in 
the eleventh, Mars in the sixth, the Sun in the ninth, Venus in the fifth, 
Mercury in the first, and the Moon in the third. [It happens] likewise 
when planets are in signs in which they rejoice when they go into them, 
namely, Saturn in Aquarius, Jupiter in Sagittarius, Mars in Scorpio, 
Venus in Taurus, and Mercury in Virgo. And [they are strengthened and 
made fortunate] when they are in angles or the succedents of angles, 
and when they are united with the Sun, as has been said elsewhere, 
since a planet is not united with the Sun unless it is near to the Sun by 
less than 16 minutes before or after, on the left side or the right side, 
because a planet is not called in the heart of the Sun unless it is just as 
I have said.' [But] even if it is in the same minute with the Sun 
according to longitude, but distant from him more than 16 minutes by 
latitude, it is nevertheless combust, and it cannot be called strong 
because of this. 

And [they are strengthened and made fortunate] when they are in 
the aspect of the Sun by trine or sextile, or of the Moon by trine or 
sextile and she herself is fortunate. And [they are strengthened and 
made fortunate] when they are swift in course, increased in light and 
number. And [they are strengthened and made fortunate] when they are 
in their own dignities, to wit, in their domiciles, exaltations, bounds, 
triplicities, or faces; or when they are in the aforesaid similitudes, that 
is, a masculine planet in a masculine sign, and a feminine planet in a 
feminine sign, a diurnal planet above the earth in the daytime, and in 
the night below the earth and vice versa; or when they are received or 
in lucid degrees; and when they are ascending into the north, or they are 
ascending in the circles of their own auges; and when they are direct or 
in their own second station when each of them wishes to be direct; or 
when they are going forth from under the rays of the Sun; or when 
Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars are oriental of the Sun not far removed from 
him such that they do not go toward debility; and masculine planets in 
masculine quarters (which are from the Ascendant to the tenth house, 
and from the seventh [cusp] to the fourth house) and feminine planets 
in feminine quarters (which are from the tenth [cusp] to the seventh 
house, and from the fourth [cusp] to the Ascendant), And the Sun 
likewise rejoices in masculine quarters except when he is in Libra 
because there he is in his fall. And Venus, Mercury, and the Moon are 


* See page 73. 
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[strengthened and made fortunate] when they are occidental of the Sun 
such that they set in the evening after him, and when they are in 
feminine quarters; and the Moon when it is in the day below the earth 
and in the night above the earth; and when it is in a feminine sign and 
feminine place, or when the Moon is in the exaltation of the Sun. These 
are the places in which planets are made strong and fortunate as long 
as they are otherwise free from impediments. 


When and in Which Places Planets Become Weak. 
Chapter XX 


We have spoken concerning strengths and fortunes; now we must speak 
of debilities and infortunes. And this is in many forms, namely, when 
they are in bodily conjunction with malefics or in some aspect of these 
without reception,' or they are so near the malefics or their rays that 
there are between them, namely, between the planet and the malefic or 
its rays, less than what the bound of that planet may be, just as if 
Jupiter were to be in Aries and Saturn or his rays were to be near him 
by less than six degrees, which are the bound of Jupiter in Aries, or as 
if Venus were to be there and Saturn or his rays were to be near to her 
by less than eight degrees, which are the bound of Venus in Aries, or 
as if Mercury were to be there, and there were between him and Saturn 
or his rays less than seven degrees, which are the third bound of Aries, 
namely, that of Mercury. And you should understand it in this way 
concerning any planet, and concerning any bound of whatever planet 
you wish, and in any sign. [Or planets are weakened or made 
unfortunate] when they are in the bounds of malefics, and when they 
are in the domiciles of the malefics and not received, or the malefics are 
elevated above them, to wit, the malefics are northerly from them, from 
the tenth or eleventh [houses] from their places, namely, from the 
rearward square or trine aspect which is done from behind;? and this is 


‘in aliquo eorum aspectu sine receptione. . . This exact phrasing with 
aliquo, ‘some’, leaves out the question as to whether it is any aspect, or just 
certain aspects with malefics that make a planet weak or unfortunate. 

2 qut sint mali elevati super eos scilicet quod sint septentrionales ab eis a 
decima vel ab undecima a locis eorum videlicet a quarto vel trino aspectu 
postremo qui fit a tergo. .. There are serious problems with this passage which 
has been translated quite literally. First of all, due to a lack of punctuation there 
is no clear separation between sint septentrionales ab eis and a decima or ab 
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worse therefore if the malefics do not receive them; if indeed they do 
receive them, the reception diminishes their malice. [Or planets are 
weakened or made unfortunate] if they are under the rays of the Sun or 
in his opposition which are combust degrees, or in his square aspect 
without reception; or they are with the Head or Tail of the Dragon; or 
they are in their Zenzahar so that there are between the planets and the 
Head or the Tail (or their Zenzahar)' either 12 degrees or less before or 
10 degrees or less after. And among those planets which are impeded 
more by their Zenzahar are the Sun and Moon because in this place 
they suffer the eclipse which is for them a great detriment. [Or planets 
are weakened or made unfortunate] when they are besieged by malefics 
or by their rays. 

And of the misfortunes of the planets these are such as when a 
planet is retrograde, or it is cadent from the Ascendant so that it cannot 
aspect it, or it is slow of course, or it is in its first station, namely, 
when it becomes retrograde, or when it is in dark degrees, or when a 
masculine planet is in feminine degrees or in a feminine sign, or it is 
by day below the earth and in the night above the earth,” or a when a 
feminine planet is in masculine degrees or in a masculine sign, or is in 
day above the earth or in the night below the earth, or planets are in the 
opposition of their own domiciles, or exaltations, or they are southerly 
[in latitude] or descending into the south, or they are cadent from the 
angles or their succedents,? or they are in houses cadent from the 
Ascendant, or they are in the via combusta which is from the middle of 
Libra to the middle of Scorpio, or it is joined to a retrograde or combust 


undecima a locis eorum. However, being more northerly in latitude and being 
in the tenth or eleventh signs from a planet are two separate definitions of being 
elevated according to other authorities, and therefore I have to assume that the 
same thing is true here. Then, one planet being in the eleventh from another 
does not constitute being in trine. It would be a sextile. Or is this in fact a third 
criterion? I cannot tell whether we are dealing with a scribal error or what. See 
Schoener, Book II, Canon xxxiv. 

1T have added the parentheses to indicate that being within these arcs from 
the nodes constitutes zenzahar, rather than zenzahar being something else other 
than being this close to the nodes. This is an inference on my part but it is 
justified by the next sentences. 

? These are of course bad not for masculine planets but for diurnal planets. 
This illustrates the general confusion of these two categories in Medieval 
astrology. 

3 Not a very meaningful concept! 
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planet, or to one impeded in another way, or it is not received. The 
higher three planets [are weakened] when they are occidental of the Sun 
in feminine quarters, or the three inferior planets [are weakened] when 
they oriental of the Sun in masculine quarters; and the Sun [is 
weakened] when it is in feminine signs or quarters, except when it is in 
the ninth house which is the house of its joy because the Sun himself 
signifies like the lord of the ninth house according to the testimony of 
the philosophers. The Moon [is weakened when she] is combust or in 
the degrees of her descension, or is joined to planets which are in their 
descensions,’ when she is in the opposition of the Sun, or she is joined 
with malefics or in their opposition or square aspect without reception, 
or is besieged by two malefics or their rays, or if she is with the Head 
or Tail of the Dragon, as has been said, or is in Gemini not received by 
Mercury, or is in the bounds of malefics, or is cadent from the angles, 
or joined to a planet descending from them,’ of she is in the via 
combusta, or she is slow in course, or is in the end of the lunar month 
not received, or she is in smokey, dark, deep, or azemene degrees. 
Wherefore the sages said when the Moon is impeded in this way (it is 
scarcely possible for her to be such that she would not have some of 
these impediments) that it is not good to begin any work from which 
good is hoped, nor any journey or wandering. And this is not 
commended in nativities. Wherefore, if someone is born at this time 
when the Moon is impeded by some of the impediments (because it 
rarely happens that the Moon is not impeded by some of these), if the 
nativity should [otherwise] be good in itself, it takes away from the 
native [some] of the good which is signified by the nativity; [and this 
is] according to the quantity and the quality of the impediment. If the 
nativity is evil, it augments the evil for the native. And it is this way for 
journeys or wanderings; if the [inception of the] journey is good, it 
lessens the goodness, but if it is bad, it augments the evil according to 
its impediment. 


Concerning the Besieging of Planets and Signs. 
Chapter XXI 


Sometimes a planet is called besieged, and this happens in two ways. 


' Elsewhere this expression indicates a planet being in detriment or fall 
? The meaning of this is unclear. 
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In one, to wit, that which is called Veneration, the besieging is called 
good in a good direction. [This is] when a planet is between two 
fortunes (or their rays) such that it is has one fortune before it (or its 
rays) and one (or its rays) after it so that it is separated from the one (or 
its rays) and is joined to the other (or its rays). 

In another way a planet is called besieged, and that besieging is bad 
and in a bad direction. [This is] when a planet is between two malefics 
(or their rays) such that it has one malefic (or its rays) before it, and the 
other malefic (or its rays) after it. 

However, just as a planet is called besieged, so also a sign is called 
besieged, as Alchabitius says. And he said that if the Sun or another 
fortune should aspect a besieged planet or a sign by the trine or sextile 
aspect so that less than seven degrees fall between the planet and the 
Sun or other fortune, or its rays, or the sign, then the malice or the 
besieging is dissolved. And a sign is called besieged if one of the 
fortunes (or its rays) should be before it, and the other fortune (or its 
rays) after it, and that besieging is good. And a sign is called besieged 
if one of the malefics (or its rays) is before it, and the other malefic (or 
its rays) should be after it; and that besieging is called evil. 


How One Planet Loves! Another and How It Is Loved by 
Another, and How They Have Hatred for Each Other. 
Chapter XXII 


The ancient sages said that certain planets mutually love each other, and 
certain of them mutually hate each other. For they said Jupiter loves all 
of the planets, and is naturally the friend of all, and that they all love 
him, and they are all his friends except Mars. Venus loves all of the 
planets, and all of them love her except Saturn. Saturn loves Jupiter, the 
Sun and the Moon, and they him; and Saturn hates Mars and Venus, 
and they him; and Venus hates Saturn more than Mars. Mercury when 
he is joined to those loving Saturn, loves Saturn; when he is joined to 
those planets hating Saturn, hates Saturn. Mars loves Venus and she 
him, and hates the rest; but Jupiter and the Sun hate him more than the 
others. The Sun loves Jupiter and Venus with perfect love, and they 
him; and the Sun hates Mars, Mercury and the Moon, they him. 


' diligo. This is loving as in to esteem or to admire or to be friendly with 
someone, not to love sexually. 
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Mercury loves Jupiter, and Venus, and they him, and he hates Mars, the 
Sun, the Moon, and Saturn, as I have said. The Moon loves Saturn, 
Jupiter, and Venus, they him; and she hates Mars, the Sun, and 
Mercury. The Head of the Dragon loves Jupiter and Venus, and the 
other planets do not care about it. The Tail of the Dragon loves Saturn 
and Mars, and they it; and it hates Jupiter, the Sun, Venus, and the 
Moon, and they it. 

Likewise they said that there is a certain other kind of hostility, 
namely, that two planets have their domiciles or exaltations opposite, 
like Saturn and the luminaries, Jupiter and Mercury, Mars and Venus, 
which have their domiciles opposite, and like Saturn and the Sun, 
Jupiter and Mars, which have their exaltations opposite; but such 
hostility is by accident rather than by nature. Wherefore you ought to 
consider in judgments of either questions, nativities, or [judgments] of 
any kind there may be, whatever should be signified by any of the 
planets concerning those things which seem bound to happen to the 
native or querent, whether that matter which is signified should be good, 
and whether it will be signified by a planet which is an enemy of the 
lord of the Ascendant of the nativity or question, because in this manner 
it will not give freely, nor do that thing which it ought to give or do, 
and always it is done with some kind of diminution. But although 
planets are hostile to each other as has been said, nevertheless, if some 
of them are joined to another, one planet finds another in its domicile, 
or in its exaltation, it receives it, and sees it with a good spirit and will, 
and it forgets all hostility, nor does it remember any of it. So that if 
some planet should find some one of his own enemies, which is not an 
enemy of ultimate and capital hostility, in its own domicile or in a place 
in which it has dignity, or mastery, or power, and the like, it receives 
the planet and honors it with an eager countenance, fearing lest it 
should be found fault with if it should do anything else which the mind 
would not associate with nor allow to be associated with human beings, 
unless he should be [like a] man of the forest, very wild like that tyrant 
Ycilinus de Romano! of whose tyranny there has been found no like, 
who spared no class, spared no religion, spared no nobility, spared no 
age, spared no sex, spared no blood, his own and alien; nay rather, 
without cause he killed his own brother and his own nephew with his 
own hands. And I have seen all of these things. And such a reception 


" See page 86, note 3. 


98 


as this and showing of good will is called the opening of the gates 
because it opens for a planet the gates and the entrances, and renders 
him secure; for one cannot say more clearly to one, “Enter my home,” 
than to open the gates for him. 


Concerning the Friendship of the Planets. 
Chapter XXIII 


Just as hostility happens among the planets, so also friendship happens 
among these same planets, namely, when planets agree with another 
planet in nature, quality, substance and power; as Mars and the Sun are 
concordant in heat and dryness, and Mars is the lord of the exaltation 
of the Sun in which there appears his great strength. Stronger than all 
of these friendships is agreement in nature. Wherefore you should 
always consider in nativities or questions what may be signified by any 
of the planets concerning those events which should happen to the 
native or querent; because if it is good and it is signified by any of the 
planets which are friendly to the lord of the Ascendant of the nativity 
or question, that planet will give what it ought to give, or perform that 
action which it ought to perform more freely, eagerly, and completely, 
and always without diminution, just as when someone divides up things 
among other persons because he strives to give the better part of that 
which he divides up to his friend; and when he gives to one who is not 
completely his friend or who is his enemy, although he will nevertheless 
give to him, he strives to give him a part of the substance which he 
divides that is less good. 

And [this is] such that Venus and the Moon agree in cold and 
wetress, and Venus is the Lady of the exaltation of the Moon; and so 
Jupiter and Venus agree in benevolence, in the bringing together of 
good, and of fortunate events, and in time. 


The Third Tractatus Ends Concerning Those Things Which Happen 
to the Planets in and of Themselves and with Respect to Each Other. 
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